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ROMANIZATION

Mina-san, konnichiwa.

Yuri no 0dio burogu desu.

Kyo wa, (Nippon no owaraikai) ni tsuite o-hanashi shimasu.
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Nihon ni wa furuku kara manzai to iu bunka ga arimasu. Manzai wa, kankyaku o mae ni
futari-gumi no kaiwa no naka de okonawareru kokkei na kaiwa no kakeai no koto desu.
Kansai chiho de dokuji ni hattatsu shita manzai wa, yo no hitobito o warai no uzu ni
makikomi, hitotoki no shiawase o atae tsuzukete kimashita. Manzai ni warai ga okiku
kankei suru koto kara,1980-nendai kara, (owarai) to yobareru yo ni nari, sokode hitobito
0 warawaseru manzai no geinin-tachi wa, (owarai geinin) to yobareru yo ni narimashita.

Bito Takeshi, Akashiya Sanma, Dauntaun nado zanshin na warai o umidasu owarai-kai
no toppu ni akogarete, 20-dai, 30-dai no shinjin-tachi ga, hibi debyl shi tsuzukete wa,
kiete iku ky0so no hageshii sekai desu. Koko 2,3-nen no owarai-kai de wa, geinin no
neta sonomono ga omoshiroi ka do ka yori mo, yoshi no yosa nado honrai no shushi to
wa kakehanareta tokoro de hyoka sareru keikd ni arimasu.

Ima, ikinokotte iru owarai geinin no 90% ijo wa, dansei desu. Seken ippan ga (kakko ii)
to mitomeru geinin wa, owarai-kai de katsuyaku shi nagara, haiya no yoni dorama ya
terebi ni dondon shutsuen o shite imasu. Ipp0o de, (futotte ite, busaiku de, omoshiroi) koto
o uri to shite iru geinin mo yakusha to shite katsuyaku shite imasu.

Watashi wa, owarai geinin ni wa owarai dake o tsuikyt shite hoshii, to iu negai ga
arimashita. Desu ga, haiyu to shite katsuyaku suru sugata o mite iru to, yakugara ga
sono geinin no kosei ni pittari atte itari suru node, dorama o mite ite mo tanoshimeru koto
ni kizukimashita. Kore kara saki, masumasu owarai geinin no katsuyaku ga samazama
na geinod bunya de mirareru koto ni naru to omoimasu.

Watashi no sobo nado ni kiku to, (Ima no wakai owarai geinin wa dore mo issho ni miete
omoshirokunai) to mo iimasu ga, geinin no tayo-ka mo jidai no nagare de ari, saikin wa
omoshiroi to omoeru yo ni narimashita.

Kyo wa, (Nihon no owarai-kai) ni tsuite o-hanashi shimashita.

lkaga deshita ka?

Sore de wa, mina-san, mata aimasho!

Yuri no 6dio burogu deshita.

ENGLISH
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Hello everyone, and welcome to Yuri's audio blog.

Today we’ll be talking about the world of Japanese comedy.

In Japan, the tradition of ‘manzai’ has been around for quite some time. The ‘Manzar’
format consists of two people having a comical exchange in front of an audience. The
unique manzai stylings of the Kansai region have continued pleasing audiences —
catching them in eddies of laughter. The manzai style has become so closely tied to
‘owarai’ (comedy) since the 1980s that today the two words are virtually synonymous; the
manzai professionals who keep the public laughing have come to be referred to as
“Owarai Geinin” (lit.: comedic performers or comedians).

New recruits in their 20s and 30s longing to be at the top of the comedic heap — like
innovative comedians Beat Takeshi, Sanma Akashiya, and Downtown — debut and
disappear on practically a daily basis in the fiercely competitive world of Japanese
comedy. For the past 2 to 3 years or so, the world of comedy has strayed from its origins
—tending to generate praise less for how funny the jokes are but how nice an
appearance the comedian has.

90% of all Japanese comedians working today are men. Those generally considered
‘good looking’ often work as comedians and make appearances on TV dramas and other
programs at the same level as professional actors. On the other hand, there are also
some actors who fitinto the ‘fat and ugly but funny’ category but also do plenty of acting.

| used to feel that comedians should only pursue comedy, but when | see some of them
working as actors, sometimes the role just fits the comedian’s personality perfectly. I've
come to understand that | can enjoy these comedians’ skills on TV dramas as well, and |
predict that we will see more and more comedians participating in other fields of
entertainment in the future.

My Grandmother says that, “Today’s young comedians just aren’t funny — they all look
the same;” but the diversification of comedians’ activities is a sign of the times that lately
I've come to appreciate.

Today | talked about the world of Japanese comedy.
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9. How did you like it?

10. This has been Yuri’s audio blog. See you next time!

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
0] A LA zanshin innovative
ZREDEY (FLD D AAD geind bun'ya entertainment field
BXT S DUV\ES9D tsuikyQ suru to pursue, to seek
B O&ShH hyoka evaluation, appraisal
FE Ll shushi major point
BE £>5UL yoshi appearance
(O a3 OEESE hitotoki moment
to involve, to drag
BTAD FECU makikomu into, to roll up
HEIT D (FolcD93 hattatsu suru to develop, to evolve
uniquely, in one's
®EI(C eI dokuiji ni own right
humorousness,
=)t ColFun kokkei comicality
ft&m (FLCS keikd tendency, trend
216 ekS5h tayoka diversification

SAMPLE SENTENCES



KRG, LT 7T« PERUMNDTO
Do

Shaché wa zanshin na aidia o hosigatte iru.

The president wants innovative ideas.

®d. TEEDEFICEAL T FATEHND
TL\B,

Kare wa geiné bun'ya ni kanshite wa nan demo
shitte iru.

He knows everything about entertainment fields.

HOE(E. MBEEEBERLTULS,

Ano kaisha wa rieki o tsuikyu shite iru.

That company is seeking a profit.

COTSVREHARNSTMINTL
Do

Kono burando wa sekaiju kara hyoka sarete iru.

This brand is valued all over the world.

BROIEMNERCTETIN DI

Kéen no shushi ga rikai dekinakatta.

| couldn't get the gist of the lecture.

BEZ. BENROVOVALITE., BBIEFET

(70N,
kare wa yoéshi ga ii n dakedo seikaku wa suki de
wa nai.

| think his appearance is nice, but | don't like his
personality.

FIKEFCEE. FHERBSLLWODEE
TeBCLIF U

Yakyu senshu-tachi wa kodomo to subarashii
hitotoki o sugoshimashita.

The baseball players had a wonderful time with
the children.

W& CORBIEICETIAHZ<IE,

Kanojo o kono mondai ni makikomitaku nai.

| don't want to get her involved in this problem.

FTFTTO-NIUMEDRFEZEL TETL
Do

Masu masu gurébaru-ka ga hattatsu shite kite iru.

Globalization is developing more and more.

COEHEF. BN HBICHELE T,

Kono jiken wa watshi-tachi ga dokuji ni chésa
shimasu.

We will investigate this case on our own.

BREIEREIE SN

Kokkei na engi o saserareta.

| was forced to give a comical performance.

flE, SHEZIX SEALRH S,

Saikin wa shohi o osaeru keiké ga aru.

There is a downward trend in consumption these
days.

JIVEZ(@F. —EXEZKIELTULS,

Konbini wa sabisu o tayoka shite iru.

Convenience stores offer diversified services.




