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LESSON NOTES

Upperintermediate SS #12
Shouldyou Take a Giftto the
Japanese Research Lab?
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ROMANIZATION

. MERU: Tenka daigaku
Tsuchiya Hiroshi sensei
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2. Totsuzen no méru ni te shitsurei itashimasu. Watashi wa, genzai, Haneda daigaku de E
raningu ni tsuite kenkyu shite orimasu ga, sara ni kenkyt o fukameru beku, kidaigaku no
shishikatei e no shingaku o kibo shite orimasu.

Tsuchiya-sensei no kenkyl téma de aru "Kokateki na enkaku kyGiku no shuhd" ni
kanshin o motte ori, sensei no go-tsugd no yoroshii toki ni, oaishite kenkylshitsu ya
daigakuin de no kenkyu seikatsu ni tsuite 0-hanashi o ukagaitai to omotte orimasu.

Go-tab0 no tokoro kyoshuku de wa gozaimasu ga, o-jikan o itadaku koto ga kand ka do
ka go-henshin o itadakereba saiwai ni zonjimasu.

Sato Manabu

5 SATO MANABU: Yoshi, kaki oeta. Demo nen ni wa nen o irete, soshin suru mae ni
machigai ga nai ka dareka ni chekku shite morau beki da na.
Senpai ni kenkyashitsu o mi ni iku beki datte iwareta kedo,
wakaranai koto darake da yo.
Daiichi insho wa daiji datte iu kara, kenkyushitsu e wa sutsu de iku
beki kana?
Ato, temiyage wa motte iku beki na no ka?

ENGLISH
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1. E-MAIL:

>, MANABU SATO:

Tenka University

Prof. Hiroshi Tsuchiya

Please excuse my writing to you so suddenly. | am currently
researching e-learning at Haneda University, but in order to further
my research, | hope to proceed to a Master's course at your
university.

| am very interested in your subject of research, "The Techniques of
Effective Distance Learning," and so, at a time convenient for you, |
would like to meet with you to ask you about your research
laboratory and your research activities at the graduate school.

| apologize for troubling you when you must be extremely busy, but
| would be extremely grateful if you would be so good as to let me
know whether or not you can spare the time to meet with me.
Manabu Sato

Right, it's all written! But just to be one hundred percent safe, |
should get someone to check it over before | send it to make sure
there are no mistakes.

An older student told me | had to go and visit the research lab, but
there's so much | don't know...

They say firstimpressions are important, so does that mean |
should wear a suit to the research lab?

Also, should | take a gift?

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
method, technique,
F& Lw(E&> shuhd approach
entering a higher-
Y L A shingaku level school, going
on to university
laboratory,
HR=E (FAESLD kenkyUshitsu professor's office,
seminar room
present (brought by
FiE THPTF temiyage a visitor)




&G MNALUA kanshin interest, concern
(EnE Y L SULHTL shishi katei master's course
EDHBD SHh\®3 fukameru to deepen ;V2
iy (FAEW D kenky study, research
distance learning,
EREE A ELS0L enkaku kyoiku remote learning
F—HR ELWOWEWAL &S dai ichi insho firstimpression

SAMPLE SENTENCES

COFERIEHNRETHEAINIZ,
Kono shuhé wa kodai Chigoku de hatsumei
sareta.

This technique was invented in ancient China.

BBERNSERT, R(F. XKEZEAOEZZ D
T5MI,

Keizaiteki na riya de chichi wa daigaku e no
shingaku o akirameta.

Due to financial reasons, my father gave up the
idea of going to university.

COEBIRZOAERECHARING,
Kono sochi wa daigaku no kenkydshitsu de
kaihatsu sareta.

This device was developed in a university
laboratory.

FLEER > TREADIRICEVICITD
IZo

Temiyage o motte kanojo no ryéshin ni ai ni itta.

| went to see my girlfriend's parents and took a
present with me.

RIEHEICIEH T DHEEK - BELAELS L
Lo
Kare wa o-kane ni wa amari kyomi - kanshin ga

nai rashii.

It doesn't seem as if he has great interest in or
concern for money.

EFE SEBFOELIFREEET U
Kyonen gengogaku no shdshikatei o shiryé
shita.

| finished a master's course in linguistics last year.

XN DERERDIEVER DT,

Ibunka e no rikai o fukametai to omotta.

| wanted to deepen understanding of foreign
cultures.

FEDHAEZICEDI T,

Sensei no kenkydshitsu ni mairimasu.

I'm going to visit the professor's laboratory.




ERBBNDI T LEZBRIBEDS D, HRTAR. B—HREE SIZ<ESHRE
Enkaku kyoiku no shisutemu o totonoeru hituyo Zolz.

ga aru. Tanaka-san wa dai-1 inshé to mattaku chigau

. seikaku datta.
We need to set up a system for remote learning.

Mr. Tanaka's personality was very different from
the first impresson | got of him.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

2CFBEAND (BAIICRAZE LIND)

Nen o ireruis similar in meaning to chdi suru, meaning "to be careful" or "to be cautious," so
nen ni wa nen o ireru means "to be extra cautious" or "to make doubly sure." It expresses a
similar idea to nen no tame, meaning "justin case."

Useful Expressions for Writing E-mail

o ZBRODA—=JlcTEALWVELT T,

EDBFADX—=JLIET LDV LELE I,
"Please excuse my writing to you so suddenly."

We use this phrase at the beginning of an e-mail when sending a formal e-mail to a complete
stranger who is not expecting to hear from you.

o BXZE(CTEVHRL)

"your university"
Kiis a formal prefix meaning "your," and it precedes a group to which the listener belongs.
For Example:
1. Bt (F L), "your company"

0. B (FIFAZTw SU &), "your laboratory”

o BIULLVECEIBETECETUVIE I,
FOVERLWL ECB & 5L TR TVE T BN

"l apologize for troubling you when you must be extremely busy, but..."



This is a set phrase that we use before introducing the writer's request for a favor. Another
common version is HIL L L1 &EC BSHLURS S ) F A B (o-isogashii tokoro méshiwake
gozaimasen ga).

EFETnbuilc EALFT I,

"l would be extremely grateful if..."

We attach this phrase to a ba- conditional sentence, and it usually follows itadakere ba. We
use it when hoping that the listener/reader will do something for the speaker/writer.

For Example:

1 PERUVERITNEEWVCECET,
Lz LeEEITNE TVhunlc ZALET,

"It would be greatly appreciated if you could teach me."

o RICA>TULEEFNEZWCELUET,
FTCL\H>T LEEFNE Tubuic ZAULFET,

"It would be my great pleasure if it should please you."

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Usage of Beki.
FFTERBK OTUKAREFEDOM?

TH®FIF €T LW RE T D H,
"Should | take a gift?"

In this lesson, you'll learn the usage of the auxiliary verb beki, meaning "should."

R&

Bekiis an auxiliary verb meaning "should," and it indicates the speaker's judgment. In
terms of power of expression, bekiis somewhere in between -na kereba naranaiand -ta
ho ga ii. So iku beki da is weaker than ikana kereba naranai but stronger than itta ho ga ii.

Formation

Non past — [Verb; dictionary form] + REfE
For Example:



1. L\ORESS
"should say"

Non past negative — [Verb; dictionary form] + R & U 7L ()

For Example:

1. NORFL »7E0)
"shouldn't say"

Past tense — [Verb; dictionary form] + REE > fz

For Example:

1. WOREEDTE
"should have said"

Past negative — [Verb; dictionary form] + RS U »EH > fz

For Example:

1. LWOIRGFU»EH DI
"shouldn't have said"

*Please note when beki follows the class 3 verb suru, meaning "to do," bekifollows either
suruor su. There's no difference in the meaning.

Sample Sentences

1. g (D) RaZklEETULUE.
d (B RaZkl>IART LI,
"I did everything | should do."

2 WEBELICEIREUpEHOT,
hh & (FoCALE € KBRS UrEhol,

"I shouldn't have invited him to my wedding."



3. RWREERDH O,
HEBLIREZCE R DhoTE,
(Literal translation: "Something one should be surprised at was found out.")
“| found out something surprising."

~<

-Bekuis a verb modification form of beki meaning "should," and it indicates purpose or
aim. It corresponds to "in order to" or "for the purpose of" in English. Please note that -
bekuis quite a formal expression and we use it mainly in formal writing. In conversation,
tame niis more common.

Sample Sentences

1 HEKRZBICADIRL, BRALEZEICSWHSE 7 &8 -TLS.
HFARKTZEURL [ [FVNBRL . BSHULE BARL IC3TLHNS ET7 )
EIL5>5TCT LB,

"I've been taking piano lessons from a famous teacher since | was three in order
to enter a university of music."

o BB{tE X Lv T IR ERSEBNENMMEZ,
BAREAD & kv T IR LTV EH O5hnfk,

"An international conference was held in order to stop global warming."

Examples from This Dialogue

. TERICEZZEANT. XEIJHICEABOVAFTVHENCFIVOILT
ES5 ORI,
"But just to be one hundred percent safe, | should get someone to check it over
before | send it to make sure there are no mistakes."

2. SGHMICHARBERICTKARSESTEDNREIFE. DHOSHEWCERESI(T
&L,
"An older student told me | had to go and visit the research lab, but there's so
much I don't know..."



3.

F—HREIXBEO-TULODS HIREARX—YTITAREHES?
"They say first impressions are important, so does that mean | should wear a suit
to the research lab?"

. FEXERPRK --TULLKARETZOM?
"Also, should | take a gift?"



