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LESSON NOTES

Upperintermediate S4 #21
You're as Sneaky asaJapanese Cat
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ROMANIZATION

(ofisu de)

MINA:

TAKENAKA
SENPAL:

MINA:

HITOMI:

A, senpai, pasokon ga okashiku nacchatta n desu kedo, naoshite
moraemasu ka?

li yo. Doko doko? A kore ne. Chotto matte...
Hora, naotta yo!

Wa, sasuga senpai! sugoi desu né. Tasukarimashita.

Chotto, Mina! Nani, neko nade goe dashiten no!
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ENGLISH

(atthe office)

MINA:

E, neko nade goe nante dashite nai yo. ltsumo to onaji da yo.

Yoku iu yo. Ima no koe to zenzen chigau jan.
Sore ni, Takenaka senpai no mae de wa, itsumo neko o kabutte, ii
ko butte ru no shitte ru n da kara.

Sonna koto nai yo.
S0 iu Hitomi datte, Saitdo-kun no mae da to, (karite kita neko) mitai
ni, otonashiku naru jan.

E? So, so, sonna koto nai wa yo.
Hora, Saitdo-kun tte hansamu de, yasashii kedo, chotto nekoze da
shi,,, watashi no taipu janai mon.

Fan.

Sore ni, uchi no kaisha no yasui kyuryo0 ja, seizei, neko no hitai
hodo no niwa no tsuita kdgai no ikko date o kau no ga yatto da to
omou n da yo né.

Yappari, Saitdo-kun to kekkon suru kandsei mo kangaete ta n da!

Haa! A, yameta yameta, konna kudaranai hanashi!
MO0 sugu kessan de, neko no te mo karitai kurai isogashii tte toki ni,
mudabanashi shiteru hima nanka nakatta n da wa!

Oh, Mr. Takenaka, my computer is acting strangely, can you fix it for
me please?
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TAKENAKA:

MINA:

HITOMI:

MINA:

HITOMI:

MINA:

HITOMI:
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HITOMI:

MINA:

HITOMI:

VOCABULARY

Sure. Let me see. Oh, this right? Hold on a second...
there! It's fixed!

Oh, I knew | could count on you! You're so amazing! You've really
helped.

Hey, Mina! What's with that coaxing voice of yours!

Huh? That wasn't coaxing, it was the same as always.

Yeah, right. It was completely different from your voice right now.
Also, | know that in front of Mr. Takenaka you're always pretending
to be innocent and acting like a goody-goody!

That's not true!
Even you, Hitomi, turn all obedient like a meek kitten in front of Saito.

Huh? Th...th...that's not true.
The thing is, although Saito is handsome and kind, he slouches a
little...he's not my type.

Hmm.

Also, with our company's low salary, at the most we're only likely to
get a house with a small garden in the suburbs.

| knew it! You were thinking about the possibility of marriage with
Saito as well!

What?! Forget it, forget it, I've had enough of this silly conversation!
It's almost book closing time, | have no time for idle chat during such
a busy time when I could use all the help | can get!



Kanji Kana Romaji English
silky voice, coaxing
L CHE RIETCR neko nade goe e
AR TIRIETEL muda banashi idle talk, chat
settlement of
RAE (ToTA kessan SesallE
Yok Yok yatto to manage to do
—F#T WD CZJET ikkodate (separate) house
ZBA CS5H0) kogai suburbs
bent back,
mE Rt nekoze hunchback
&8 UL hitai forehead
=3 7B buru behaving like
to wear (on ones
AN YS! kaburu head), put over
at most, as much as
FOEW FUEL seizei

possible

SAMPLE SENTENCES

W, AHE>TESVZVEE(F. 1
L CTEICTED,

Kanojo wa, nani ka katte moraitai toki wa, neko
nade goe ni naru.

Whenever she wants someone to buy something
for her, she puts on a coaxing voice.

MEASEL CTIHEUT, BoAEEELLT
Lo

Muda banashi shite naide, chanto shigoto
shinasali.

Quit chatting and get to work.

FAFHRIBFLD T, REDODEZ(FETEIC
L0

Watashi wa keiri-bu na node, kessan no toki wa
totemo isogashii.

| work in the accounting department, so I'm very
busy when it comes time to settle accounts.

HFEF—LIFHE T, FEEEFIZRSIOMN
Yooz,

Aite chimu wa tsuyokute, boku-tachi wa i-tten toru
no ga yatto datta.

The opposing team was strong, and we barely
managed to score one point.




#HAIC—FETCZE DT, FhlF. EBOHOSTBANGIHU T,

Tonai ni ikkodate o katta. Watashi wa, toshin kara kégai e hikkoshita.

| bought a house in Tokyo. | moved from the downtown to the suburbs.

BEE. BICLL<FTLhS, MIRLTEL BT EN,
2 ZSH00), Hitai ni ase wo kaku.
Nekoze wa karada ni yokunai kara, taisé shite

My forehead is sweating.
naoshita hé ga ii. y 1o Is sweating

Slouching over is not good for your health, so you
should do some exercises to fix it.

WE. FEIDOT, HEHRERDIZ, NADCEDEZ(E. AKX Y RENSRD
Kare wa, gakusha butte, enzetsu o hajimeta. AT AN

. , : Baiku ni noru toki wa, herumetto o kaburinasai.
He started his speech with the air of a scholar. aixu nrnoru

Wear a helmet when you ride a motorcycle.

FEDEHNC». BAIFODTE. BELWELE0RESSVEERDS,

Boku no jitsuryoku ja, ganbattemo, seizei rokuju-tten gurai da to omou.

At my level, even if | do my best, | think | can get at most 60 points.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

LWWF5SB
53 is a verb meaning "to behave like something." When we use itin a structure of "noun + /5\
3," it means "to behave like the noun deliberately." LU\ literally means "a good child" and

LVU\F5D means "to behave like a good child," and itimplies the speaker doesn't think it as
a good thing. We do not use this expression with a good meaning, and we usually use it
sarcastically.

As another example, there is 5588/5v%, which means "to deliberately behave like your
superior." When your senior is trying to teach something to you when you don't need it, you
might feel the person is deliberately behaving like that just to reinforce the fact that they are

your senior. In that context, you can use 55ZE/5\3 for them and say & D A (FFEEES D TL)
3, which means "that person is behaving like my senior."

We can use /51% with adjectives too, such as £ f:51%, which means "to behave like a
decent person," or M[1:53%, which means "to behave like a smart person.” Both £ & and



A are stems of na adjectives.

TLEL

UL\ 0) means "at the most." In this dialogue, we use itin the sentence, B UL\ L), JEDEE
(FEDEDDVZREHD—FRZTEE S DML D &2, which means "at the most we're
only likely to get a house with a small garden in the suburb." We use & L\tF' L) when you
mention your best estimate or the best result you could have.

We can often use T L\ L) with 2 2 &, which is an adverb to mean "can barely do" and in a

sentence structure of & L\ L\~ > & /2, which means "the best you can do is to manage
to do something."

For example, when you are trying to raise money, but you think the most amount of money
you can raise would be at most one hundred thousand yen, then you would say "&Z L\ 0110

PREEHBIOMPO>ERS D, "

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is Expressions Using the Word Neko (J&), Meaning "Cat."
B&o& ERIKIC, HEITEHLUTAD!

Chotto, Mina! Nani, neko nade goe dashiten no!
"Hey, Mina! What's with that coaxing voice of yours?"

In this lesson, we'll look at some set expressions that use the word neko (&), meaning
"cat." Out of idiomatic expressions that use the names of animals, many expressions use
the word 38, meaning "cat." People believe this is the case because many people keep
cats as pets, and they have become a big part of our daily lives.

Neko nadegoe (3 "X CHH)

WLTH RCIETSR) referstoa voice that people use when they are trying to

fawn on or suck up to someone, much like the sound cats make when they are petted on
the head. It is common for some women to make their voice higher and sweeter-sounding

when asking for something from someone else, and this is what we refer to as ¥87& CH.

For Example:



. BHRELTEEHI EEE, BF™MANERIESETIL,
ESHHMRCLETCRERITESE, NESTLICHERIZEDEEIL,

"When you use a coaxing voice like that, it is always when you are mooching for
something."

0. FAIRETECEILLTE, ED2THDL,
TAERCETCRTIZEOIELSTE. o TPD L,
"Il buy it for you even if you don't use that kind of coaxing voice to ask forit."

Neko o kaburu (3 EH\/3B)

We use HZE D35S (A EH/53) to describe a person who hides his or her real
personality and behaves like a quiet and docile person. A3 is the same verb that we

use inMES L&ENHS S, meaning "to wear a hat," so it means "to wear something on

one's head." It is believed that this expression came to be because on the outside, a cat
looks like a gentle, obedient creature, but on the inside, it is actually thought to be
greedy and tricky.

For Example:
1 R KOWHEOEITIHIEENIDTULS,
DELIE. F2EDDESULANDETXTIIRCENSDTULS,

"l always hide my true colors when I'm around my husband's parents."

2. HWEMNIOT, REMETEOTE. SFKVKETHLL,
RCENSIOT, MMEDEHO>TE. DFK VLK IEIFHREL,

"Even if you hide your true colors and go out with him, there's no way it'll go well."

Karite kita neko (f& D T =1z3)

We use the phrase {&D T& 238 to describe someone who feels frightened or

intimidated when in a new, unfamiliar place. This expression comes from the fact that
cats do not handle new environments very well and often get nervous and timid. When

someone looks intimidated in an unfamiliar place, it is common to attach"~ MK S, or"d
12U\, to this expression and say fB8D TE 2D K S and BD TERIEH 0N,



For Example:

. FHEEER SBSARSRERAIL, BOTEREDLSICE D,
CEERBIE, FET L IANRERERAIC, MDTERRCDELDICED
Iz,

"The children became quiet and meek the moment a guest came."

2, RLZE. AtLEBERIE. B TETREHZVED T,
NOU KE. ([CwDUL» L5 &< I DTS ERCHEWED T,
"Right after she first joined the company, she was as meek as a kitten."

Neko no hitaihodo no (& OEIFE D)

We use FEDEE (B DOVTzL)) todescribe a tiny plot of land. %8 (U'7z0L)) means
"forehead," the space between the eyebrows and hairline, but because it is hard to judge
where exactly the forehead is on a cat, JH¥E, came to be used to describe a piece of

land that was very small. We often use it in the construction JEDERIZE D ~ , as in THD
LT E DL

For Example:

1 FADORICIE, FOEEIZE DINSIELRE L DL,
DlzLOVZICIE. RCOOTEWIEFEDBEWNTIELICHUHEL),

"At my house, we only have a tiny yard."

o HROFLTIE, WOREIEOLIMTEETESL),
EDTEODELATIE. RCOHOTZWFEDEBSTEETERRDL),

"In downtown Tokyo, even a tiny piece of land is very expensive."

Neko no te mo karitai (3 ODFEEM/O=W)

We useEDFEMED 2L\, in a situation where someone doesn't have enough people
helping him or her and are so busy that the person wants help from anyone, even
someone who wouldn't be useful. In this case, the phrase JE®M 3, refers to the help of
someone who is not helpful. We usually use this phrase together with the words " & |
and "< 50\ attached at the end to create the phrases D FEMB/ D ZLNE E ;and H
DFEE/OEVC S,



For Example:

. SHIE. BOFEEODIZUOSWMELL T, XEIZOTZ,
TLEOE. RSOTEMDEEUOUKSLVWVWENRLL T, TeUANATEDTE, .
"Today it was so busy that | was desperate for help. It was tough."”

2. DURVRIY—=VF. HELGPEICEDT, HOFEF/OIZWFEIL UV
HATZ.
DYIAVRI=XVE, FEBRPICEDT, RCHOTEMDRVIFEVEM
LLUWUCZERE,

"For toy stores, the Christmas season is a busy one where they need all the help
they can get."

Examples From This Dialogue

1 B&o& BRI BETEEUTAD !
B5&28. HIEIEIC. RCETSRIEVLTAD !
"Hey, Mina! What's that coaxing voice of yours!"

2. PIHRFEEDHITIE. WDERENIZIDT, LWOWFSIDTBIDH D> THARLH
5,
EIFIENBAEODEXITIE, WDERCENSIDODT, LWL SDTBNDLD
TBALEHS,
"I know that in front of Mr. Takenaka you're always pretending to be innocent
and act like a goody-goody!"

5. BEEDHIKE, B8O TERHE.HzVIC, RAULKEBU v A,
SVEDSKADFTRIZE, MO TEFRC HZWVWIC, FEELLES U
A,

"You turn all obedient like a meek kitten in front of Saito."

4 BOEV. HOBEFEDEDDUVEBAND—FRETCEESOMPO>ERERD
AlZELz,
BOELV. RCOVEVEEDICHDDULEE SR LDV CRETENDOMN
PoEREFEDIATRLNRZ,

“It's going to be difficult buying even a tiny house with a backyard in the
suburbs."



BOFEEBDZOKSWMELWSDTESIC. EESEL TRREADED S IEA
Lol

RCOTENDZOLKSLVVWVWERLWDTESFIC. DEIFHELLTROITHA
NI AR |

"I have no time foridle chat during such a busy time when | could use all the help
| can get!"



