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Suimasen. Boku-tachi, kono hen de, apato o sagashite iru n desu
kedo...

Irasshaimase. Kono hen to osshaimasu to, odakyusen ensen de o-
sagashi desu ka?

Hai, watashi wa, Shimokitazawa ga daiichi-kibo desu.... A, ato,
geindjin no ie no chikaku datta ra, monku nashi desu.

A, demo, Shimokitazawa wa takai desu yo né... Betsu ni
Shimokitazawa ni kodawatte iru wake ja arimasen kara..

Shimokitazawa wa wakai hito ni ninki no eria desu kara né. Mazu
wa, o-heya no hirosa ya madori no go-kibo o o-kikase kudasai.

Hirosa wa, daitai 50 heibei kurai de, 2DK ka 1LDK o kibo shite
imasu. Demo, yachin shidai de wa, motto semakute mo shikata ga
nai ka na to omotte imasu...

E! 50 heibei mo nai tokoro nante, zettai iya. Saitei 50 heibei ijo de
sagashite kudasai!!

(kush0) Dewa, go-yosan o o-ukagai shite mo yoroshii desu ka.

Kanrihi o fukumete, 10 man-en inai de osaetai desu.

Naruhodo... sono go-yosan desu to, eki kara chikai tokoro wa
shosho muzukashii kamoshiremasen né. Chotto, kensaku shite
mimasu node, sukoshi o-machi kudasai.

O-kyaku-samal! li horidashimono ga mitsukarimashita yo! Honto ni
rakki desu yo.

Donna bukken desu ka.
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Shimokitazawa eki kara toho 15 fun. 1LDK de, 51 heibei. Chiku 1-
nen no shinchiku de, tottemo oshare na manshon desu yo0.
Shikamo, 5-kai date no saijokai de, yachin wa, nanto, kanrihi o
fukumete 99980-en! Kore hodo no yuryo bukken wa, s6s0
mitsukaranai desu yo.

Wa, iu koto nashi ne! Koko o mini itte mimasho yo!!

Excuse me, we are looking for an apartment around this area...

So do you mean that you are looking for a place along the Odakyu
line?

Yes, Shimo-Kitazawa is my 1st choice, and it would be excellent if
the place is near to television entertainers’ houses.

Hey, butisn't Shimo-Kitazawa expensive? So Shimo-Kitazawa isn’t
our only choice.

Well, Shimo-Kitazawa is a popular area for young people. First of
all, let me know what kind of room and room arrangement you
would like.

Well, the size is roughly 50 square meters, and we are hoping for a
2DK or a 1LDK. But, depending on the price of rent, I'm guessing
we have no choice butto choose a small place.

Wait, wait, wait, | can’t live in a place with less than 50 square
meters. So please look for a place at least 50 square meters.

All right then, can | ask your budget please?
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REAL ESTATE

Well, including service charges, we want to keep it within the
100,000 yen range.

| see. Well, if that's your budget, | think it's going to be a little bit
difficult to find a place close to the station. O.K. so I'm just going to
check a few places, so please hold on a second.

Hey guys! | found a real bargain!! You're really lucky.

What's the property like?

Its a 15 minute walk from Shimo-kitazawa station. It's a 1LDK, 51

AGENT: square meters. It's a 1 year old building; it's a really stylish large
apartment. And what’'s more, it's on the very top floor of a 5 story
building. And the rent is, get this, including service charge, 99,980
yen. It's hard to find a piece of real estate as good as this.
14. AYA: All right, there’s nothing more to say. Let’s take a look at it!!
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
papi ZAEA ensen along the railway line
1BEET WoHWET ikkai date 1 story building
[IF 5T ARA chiku san nen built 3 years ago
&5 19 EFVDRA toho ippun 1 minute walk
s S (TA bukken property
EOHLY EForLED horidashi mono a lucky find, bargain
to look up, to search
REIT S (FASLLTS kensaku suru i




=3

to curb, to suppress,

HTRXBD osaeru to control
SR MhADD kanri-hi service charge
it can't be helped, it's
ttjj_b\v‘a:b\ L/b\ft b\ifa:(,\ shikata ga nai inevitable
= P5A yachin rent
K AU heibei square metre
arrangement of
FEEX D FED madori rooms
CIend CIEh3 kodawaru to be particular about
=124V FEALEL monku nashi undisputed, perfect
TV personalities,
=HE (FLDSCA geino-jin entertainers
perfect, there's
ES5EHL ALSYaRat 4V, iu koto nashi nothing to say

SAMPLE SENTENCES

J—=0)ld. ATERRLTERIENTES,

Guaguru wa nan demo kensaku shite sagasu koto ga dekiru.

With Google you can look up and find anything.

GRAMMAR

(i) -- hodo no —~wa —-nai (~[FE D ~(E ~TLW))

When you say "Watashi wa kare hodo se ga takakunai FAZEIFEBERE LW, " it

means "l am not as tall as he is." Hodo is used with a negative predicate asin "[noun]
hodo --nai," and it means "something is not so -- as [noun]." This hodo works to indicate its
preceding noun as a basis for comparison of an extent or degree.

FIREFEEENS I,
Watashi wa kare hodo se ga takakunai.



| am not so tall as he.

The example above can be rephrased into "Watashi wa kare hodo no se wa nai. (FAIZTIZ

EDEI(Z7LLN" 1t literally means "l don't have as much height as he does". "[noun 1] hodo

no [noun 2]" means "[noun 2] like [noun 1]". So "noun 1" is indicated as a specific basis for
comparison, so a demonstrative noun (kore, sore, are) or a proper noun like person's name
or specific name can come as "noun 1," and a common name comes as "noun 2".

FFRIFE DB (I,
Watashi wa kare hodo no se wa nai.
| am not as tall as he.

Today's Example:

CNEFEDEBREYEIZ. Z5FZ5BDNSEVTI K,
CNEEDPSD LS D(FAIE. EDESHDNSKEULTI K,
It's not so easy to find a property as great as this one.

Formation:
* [Noun 1] hodo no [noun 2] wa --nai

Noun 1: demonstrative noun (kore, sore, are) or proper noun (person's name or specific
name)
Noun 2: common noun

Example:

HONFEDKSIEHE(IAER L Tz C &L,
Are hodo no ookina jishin wa taiken shita koto ga nai.
| have not experienced an earthquake as big as that one.

Y RIVEEDRGFSZIRIEC ENELL,

Satoru hodo no inu zuki wa mita koto ga nai.
| have not met a person who likes dogs as much as Satoru.

B2 RS AFEDERTBI(ITEAIELDNILL,

Sasaki-san hodo no kane-mochi wa nakanaka inai.
It's hard to find a person as rich as Sasaki-san.

(ii) Monku nashi (XA L) / lu koto nashi (E>C &7 L)
Both of them are set phrases which mean "it's perfect." Monku means complaints and "iu

koto" means "something to say". So, both of them literally means "there is nothing to say"
or "nothing to complain about".



Today's Example:

ZREADKDAL E225. XA LUTY,
Geindjin no ie no chikaku datta ra, monku nashi desu.
If it's neara TV performers' house, it would be perfect.

Dy E5FLLRA
Wa, iu koto nashi ne!
Wow! It's perfect!

Examples:

EOEXIITES LUK, ERENVE D25, XALUREL,
Kimi no sakubun wa subarashii yo. Ji ga kirei datta ra, monku nashi da yo.
Your composition is amazing! If your hand writing was good, it would be perfect.

TOVEZ DS, BN TET T, AIR—VYERBELAILK, ‘ANz, E5FMLLA, |
"Kanae no kare wa, benkyd ga dekite, supotsu bannd na n da yo." "Hee, iu koto nashi ne."
"Kanae's boyfriend is good at studies and sports as well." "Wow, he is perfect."

CCDIRE RYlCHULWLLR, ESDULELM 2Tz, ESCEELIER,
Koko no pasuta, hontd ni oishii ne. Mo sukoshi yasukattara, iu koto nashi da ne.
The pasta here is really good. If it were a little cheaper, it would be perfect.

x* Real Estate Terms *x*
How to describe the room size:

18 (tsubo) = 3.3057FK (heibei; square meter)
12 (ou) = tatami-size (90cm x 180cm = 1.62m)
13 (tsubo) = almost 2&

= 11 (tsubo) = 2 &(jou) =3.3F K (heibei)



