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LESSON NOTES

Intermediate #/8
Birthday Bash at Himeji Castle
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ROMANIZATION

KERAI:

Tono! O-tanjobi omedetdgozaimasu! Kyo wa 11 gatsu 23 nichi.
Maki-sama no 50 sai no tanjobi desu zo! Ko shite wa oraremasen.
Seidai ni tono no o-tanjobi o iwaimasho.

S0 yo no, nani ka kuréji na koto o seneba no.
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KERAI:

Nani ka, yaritai koto, hoshii mono wa arimasu ka?

Sore de wa, Himeji-jo o kashi kitte shimao.

..... E? Himeji-jo o desu ka? Nani o itte ru n desu ka, tono?

lya, dakara, Himeji-jo de pafi o seneba. Fundoshi de. Himeji-jo
joshu, Sakai Tadateru ni wa washi kara moshite oku.

Himeji-jo de. Fundoshi de. Tono, tono wa saikin isogashiku o-
tsukare no yosu. DO yara netsu demo dasarete iru no desho.
Sukoshi o-yasumi ni narareta ho ga yoi no de wa nai ka to...

Washi wa tsukarete nado inai zo yo. Washi wa honki da. A, s6 da.
Amerika kara kite iru Peri-kun mo yonde shimaou. Kare wa Amerika-
jin da kara pati wa narete oru hazu. Kitto tanoshiku naru zo!!

Wooo-hooo!!ll D6 da, kerai, tanoshii daro!!

Hai, taihen tanoshigozaimasu!!

A, Sakai-dono, koyoi wa o-shiro o kashite itadaki makoto ni arigatai.

A, Peri-kun! kite ta no ka ne! D0 da, kore ga Nippon no pafi da. Sugoi daro?!

PERI:

ENGLISH

Kaikoku shite kudasai!

N? Kaikoku? Umu umu, wakatta wakatta. Washi kara Bakufu no ho
ni kaikoku suru yo ni moshite okou. Koyoi wa saigo made
tanoshimu zo yo!!!
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RETAINER:

MARKY:

RETAINER:

MARKY:

RETAINER:

MARKY:

RETAINER:

MARKY:

My Lord, Happy Birthday! Today is November 23rd. It's your 50th
birthday, Lord Marky. We shouldn't be standing around like this. We
should be celebrating your birthday lavishly.

Yes. We should do something crazy.

Is there anything you would like to have or do?

As a matter of fact, there is... let's rent out the entire Himeji Castle.

What? Himeji Castle? What are you saying, my Lord?

Hmmmm. So... we should have a party at Himeji Castle... in a
fundoshi! Il ask the owner of Himeji Castle, Tadateru Sakai, myself.

At Himeji Castle? In our underwear? My Lord, | believe you are
simply exhausted from all the work recently. You probably have a
fever. | believe it's best that you get some rest...

I'm not tired. I'm serious! Oh and that's right, let's invite that Perry
guy who's visiting from America. He's an American, so he should
be used to partying. Itll be fun!

(Party at Himeji Castle)

MARKY:

RETAINER:

MARKY:

Wooo-hooo!!! Hey vassal, what do you think? This is fun, isn'tit?

Yes. Very fun indeed, sir.

Well, Lord Sakai. Thank you so much for allowing us to rent out your
castle today. Oh. Mr. Perry! You came! What do you think? This is
a Japanese party. Isn'tit great?!
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13. COMMODORE

Please open up your country (for international trade).

MATTHEW
PERRY:

14. MARKY: What? Open the country? Hmmmm. Alright, alright. I'll ask the
Bakufu myself to open up the borders. Buttoday, we're going to
party all night long!!!

VOCABULARY

Kanji Kana Romaji English
RK (F50) kerai retainer, servant
SHE &k koyoi this evening, tonight
B (F< B bakufu bakufu, shogunate
opening of a country
B M < kaikoku (e.g., Japan) to the
world
mE C&kOU® joshu lord of a castle
| (used by male
SAEL SAEL fundoshi loincloth
gLuYd nLEsd kashi kiru to reserve, to charter
in grand
B ED tono feudal lord
GRAMMAR

(i) Sentence Ending Particles Used in the Samurai Era.

Today we introduced some sentence ending particles used in the samurai era.



Z is a sentence ending particle that indicates the speaker's assertion or judgment, which
had almost the same function as the modern . Please note that in current Japanese, &
is used exclusively in plain form sentences, like Y—F—DHREHIZE (¥ —F—DIzAU

& DUZE). But in archaic Japanese, & could be used at the end of a formal sentence
like today's example below.

Y—F—BOS0mNILEHTITZE
V—F—BDIZAU L DUTITZE
It is the fiftieth birthday of Lord Marky.

M was almost the same as the current 4@ and acted as a tag question used to provoke a

response from the listening party (usually confirmation of or agreement with the speakers
statement).

RO L —T—1EFBZERIED,

D L= - EEERIED,

We should do something crazy, shouldn't we?
(@RI is an old variant of LZE(FNIE)

Z & was a sentence ending particle that emphasized the speaker's statement.

DIFBNTEEVELVWEK,
DIEDHNTIEE VWVLWVWE K,
I'm not tired at all!

(ii) Archaic Adjectives

EHLw2S2CVET (Ol ST ULET)isanolder formal style of Japanese, which
is almost the same as B UL ULTT (FzMD L ULIVTT)in modern Japanese. To make an
ancient adjective from a current adjective ending L L\(-L W), you can substitute " U @
S"sound for "L L)" sound, like 2L WL (2D L L)) becomes BL S (fcD L D).
Please note, neither ©9 nor & & 3 can be used with this adjective form, only & & L\&
ER

Modern word Ancient word (polite expression)
LU (2D LY, happy) LD [zl D) cTWVWET,
HL WL (KB LU, agonizing) HLrS5(K3dLwd)cdnET,

ELU (ONLL), pleased) ELwS ONLw D) CTVET,




FL L (DKLU LY, sad) ELwDS LU D) cTVET,

LWL (E@TLLY lonely) RS (EO0ULwd)cdVET,
ZEL 0L (5D LY, beautiful) ELwS (5DI2KLwdD)cENET,
Examples:

iR, AZELWSSEVET,
OHEFE. IZUANASDDLL LY ST VET,
Princess, thou art so beautiful.

BASBTOM. KERULwSICTVWELE,
EDREDTDOHULE. UANATT UL SICTVFLIE,
| was very lonely while his lordship was away.

BHEKROHEOWTKEEZ 1BLwSCTVE~9)
UOZELOHELWTLLIZEEXR 1<BLwS5CcdNE~T |

Please stop choking me! It hurts!



