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Long, long ago, in a small fishing village, lived a kind-hearted man called Urashimataro.
One day, when he was walking on the beach, upon seeing some children hitting and
kicking a poor turtle, he said,

"You shouldn't pick on weak things, should you? I'll give you this fish, now let that turtle
go-ll

The turtle thanked Taro.

"Thanks to you, I'm saved. As a token of my gratitude, | shall show you to the Palace of
the Sea Godess, Otohime, in the ocean."

Taro got on the turtle's back and they headed towards the palace of the Sea Goddess.

"Mr. Urashima, that is the palace of the Sea Goddess."

"Wow, what a splendid palace. It's amazing that there's such a palace in the middle of the
ocean."

Taro was astonished at the beauty and bigness of that palace. At the palace, a beautiful
princess came out to meet

Taro.

"Mr. Urashima, thank you for helping the turtle today. Please go and make yourself
comfortable."

The princess welcomed Taro with a fabulous banquet. Taro was thrilled with the delicous
meal! After the meal, the creatures of the sea welcomed him by singing and dancing.

And like this, Taro spent many happy days. And each day passed like it was a dream.

But one day, he remembered his house, and suddenly became homesick. He said,
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"Thanks to you, | was able to spend many fun days. But, now | have to go home. Because
my old parents will worry."

"Is that so? That's regrettable. Well, | shall give you this box as a souvenir."

And with that, Princess Otohime passed Taro a beautiful box.

"Just holding this, you will become happy. This box is called tamate box. But no matter
what happens, you can never open the lid."

Taro took the box, said his thank yous, and parted with Princess Otohime. He got on the
turtle's back and returned to the original beach. But the appearance of the beach had
changed completely. There he wasn't able to see the tree that was supposed to be there,
the building that was supposed to be there, and even his own house didn't exist.
Everybody passing him were complete strangers. Now, a worried Taro asked a passing
old man, "Isn't there the house of Urashima Taro in this area?"

WITH THAT, THE

OLD MAN SAID
THIS:

o0. "Ah,along time ago, | heard there was such a house. Well, there is a story that the young
boy who lived there got on the back of a turtle, went out to sea, and never returned."

o1 "lthought it was just a few days, but decades have passed.”

oo Taro was completely surprised. Then he forgot the promise he made to Princess Otohime
and he opened the lid to the tamate box. And then, from the box, white smoke floated up.
Taro became an old man.

>3 The end.
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152 FEARN hamabe seashore
EFE ETEC tamatebako treasure chest
B&Hicd HHicd miataru to be found
95 95 sura even, if only, if just
to pass by one
IIEDS INENS surechigau another
the elderly, old
ZA 550N rojin person
17ils)] =D Kiri limits, end
AD (FAD honno mere, only, just
E<EL L E<ELE mokumoku to with clouds of smoke
£ZTY) WEED ikimono creature
FEULD ELHUD toshioiru to grow old
2 h\& kame turtle
A< leie< tataku to hit
s (73 keru to kick, to reject; V1
castle of the sea
BRI DYSLS50&5 rydgajo princess
outstanding,
ILR(7K) D o (F(7K) rippa (na) magnificent
Vo HEUH otohime youngest princess
N—16) PHELBT oyorokobi great joy
ZN 1A L koishii yearned for
completely,
gomMD gomMD sukkari thoroughly
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NZVODIAR TEACR] EEZTFL | Yy O—HR-IZ&E(IOI
1z, Sakka boru o ketta.

Heminguuei wa "Réjin to umi" o kakimashita. | kicked the soccer ball.

Hemingway wrote "The Old Man and the Sea."




