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Lower Intermediate S6 #18

Cloudy witha Chance of Tadpoles
InJapan
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ENGLISH

NEWSCASTER:

Konnichiwa. Tenkiyoho no o-jikan desu.

Saikin, atatakaku natte kimashita ne.

Kyo kara renkyu ga hajimarimasu ga, kyo no gogo kara atsuku
natte kuru desho.

Soto ni iku toki, boshi o0 wasurenaide kudasai ne.

Uwa. Nezumirando saiko. Tanoshii ne.

O-naka suite kita.

Ja, nani ka tabeyo.

U. Ky ni suzushiku natte kita.

Sora mo kuraku natte kita. Ame ga furi s6- - -.

A, futte kita.

[tai!

lte! Are? Kore, otamajakushi?

Ee? Otamajakushi ga futte kita no?

Ima, itta nylsu desu. Gozen ju-ichi-ji-han goro, otamajakushi ga
furimashita. Chibaken no tokyd nezumirando de kyd gozen ju-ichi-ji-
han goro otamajakushi sanjubbiki, kaeru ni-hiki ga futta so desu.

Good afternoon. It's time for the weather forecast.
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It's become warm recently, hasn't it?

The consecutive holidays start from today, and the weather will get hot from this

afternoon.

When you go outdoors, please don't forget a hat.

5. NAMI NOZAWA: Whoa, Mouse Land is great! It's so much fun, isn't it?

5. MINORU NASU: I'm hungry.

2 SAKURAKO OBA: Okay, let's eat something.

s. MINORU NASU: Ooh, it just got cool all of a sudden.

9. NAMI NOZAWA: The sky's gotten dark, too. It looks like it's going to rain...

10. MAMETARO Ah, it's started to rain.

KURIBAYASHI:

11. NAMINOZAWA: Ouch!

12. MINORU NASU: Ow! Huh? Is this a tadpole?

13, SAKURAKO OBA: What? It's raining tadpoles?

14. NEWSCASTER: This justin...at around eleven-thirty A.M., it rained tadpoles. At
around eleven-thirty A.M., at Tokyo Mouse Land in Chiba
prefecture, it appears that it rained thirty tadpoles and two frogs.

VOCABULARY

Kanji Kana Romaji English




g+ F50L boshi hat, cap
ATV AN &) kaeru frog
suddenly, all on a
=Rlc & 3lc Kyuni sudden; Adv.
Chiba prefecture
FER 5T A Chiba-ken (Kanto region)
==plil TUEA saikin recently, these days
E(R NAZTw S renkyd consecutive holidays
=0 <50 kurai dark, gloomy; Adj(i)
to precipitate, to fall
%3 5B furu (rain, snow, etc.); V1
HleFl»< L FINVITv DY otamajakushi tadpole
greatl, amazing!;
== NS saiké highest, the best, the

most

SAMPLE SENTENCES

MITNWTZET B3R, BFENSIDET,

Watashi wa gorufu o suru toki, boshi o
kaburimasu.

| wear a cap/hat when | play golf.

HleF L+ UIF. DIILDFIE,

Otamajakushi wa, kaeru no ko da.

Tadpoles are frog babies.

HDHEIT, BEARICLEE DT,

Watashi no mae de kuruma ga kyuni tomatta.

The car suddenly stopped in front of me.

TAAZ—SVRREFERICHDZET,

Dizunilando wa Chiba-ken ni arimasu.

Disneyland is in Chiba prefecture.

B, LLWEZEVNE U,

Saikin, atarashii kuruma o kaimashita.

| recently bought a new car.

HRICEECT-ILTYIr—DEWNDE
7\ VAR

Nihon ni wa haru ni géruden uiku to iu renkyd ga
aru.

In Japan, there are consecutive holidays in spring
called Golden Week.




COEEIFBULTI 1, MAE>TUL B,

Kono heya wa kurai desu ne. Ame ga futte iru.

It's dark in this room. It's raining.

HITFL»LIEF. AITILDOFI, FERD/ A —F7 v —[FR&EL oI,
Otamajakushi wa, kaeru no ko da. Kind no pati wa saiké datta.
Tadpoles are frog babies. Yesterday's party was great.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

kaeru (\X %) "frog"

The word kaeru ("frog") has a kanji: B. However, this kanji is not designated as & Fi&=
(Jouyou kaniji, or "kaniji for everyday use") by the government, so we often write this word in
katakana or hiragana.

béshif@ =+ ("cap,” "hat")
The verb "to wear" as in "to wear a cap or hat" is kaburu.

For Example:

1. Soto ni iku toki boshi o kabutte kudasai.
TS EF, IEFENS >TSS,

"Please wear a cap or hat when you go outside."

[Adverbial form of an adjective] + naru: "to become..."
Review the meaning of the following phrases:

o  atatakaku naru (B&7'< 7L 3) "to become warm"

o  atsuku naru (&< 7&3) "to become hot"

o  Suzushiku naru R U <7 3) "to become cool"

o  kuraku naru (&< 7L 3) "to become dark"

GRAMMAR



The Focus of This Lesson Is Te Kuru.
Kyu nisuzushiku natte kita.

SISRERLLE TS,
“It just became cool all of a sudden.”

In the previous lesson, you learned the usage of te ikuand te kuruto express the direction
of a movement. In this lesson, you'll learn the usage of te kuruindicating the beginning or
continuation of an action.

Te Kuru

Te kuru expresses (i) the beginning of some process or (jii) the continuation of some action
up to the current point of time.

(i) te kuru meaning "begin to"

When kuru follows a verb that indicates change or requires some time to complete, such
as naru, meaning "to become"; fueru, meaning "to increase"; heru, meaning "to
decrease"; futoru, meaning "to gain weight"; yaseru, meaning "to lose weight"; and so
on, te kuru expresses the beginning of that process and corresponds to "to beginto" in
English.

For Example:

1. Ryl gakusei no kazu ga fuete kuru.
BZEDOHHNIEZ T< 3,
"The number of students from overseas begins to increase."

> Saikin atatakaku natte kita.
RITBEIMNE Tz,
"It's become warm recently.”

3, Boku no kanojo wa saikin futotte kita.
EDRKIFERITA D T/,
"My girlfriend has begun to gain weight lately."

4. Kekkon shite kara boku no kami no ke wa sukunaku natte kiteiru.
BIELTHS. EDEDEIFL/HLIL>TEFTLIS,

"I've started losing my hairsince | got married." (literally, "My hairis beginning to
become less after my marriage.")

(ii) te kuru meaning "have been..."
Te kuru also expresses continuation of some action up to the current point of time. It
corresponds to "have been -ing" in English. In this usage, kuruis usually in the past tense.



For Example:

1. Zutto nihon-go o benkyo shite kimashita.
FoELHAZEEHE L CTEFFE L/,

"I've studied Japanese right up until now. (literally, "I've been studying Japanese
the whole time up until this point.")

o, Ja-ninen kan kono kaisha de hataraite kita.
NRE[MCOILTENT T2,
"He's worked at this company for twelve years." (literally, "He's been working at
this company for twelve years up until this point.")

To form a negative sentence that means "haven't been -ing," change the kurupart into
the negative.

For Example:

1. Ima made zenzen benkyo shite kimasen deshita.
SFECT. ERMHE L TETFTEATLIE,

" haven't been studying at all up until now."

o, Mattaku hon o yonde konakatta.
FEL AREFZATHED DI,
"I haven't been reading books at all (up until now)."

Practice

Fill in the blanks with the correct conjugation of the verb in brackets.

1. "lt'sbecome cold recently":
Saikin samuku (naru).

1. "My dog has gotten sick and started to lose weight recently":
Saikin, watashi no inu wa byokide ____ (vaseru).

(PEB).

Answers: 1) natte kita/7&&> TEF/e

2) yasete kita/ TP T &/



Reference

"to wear" — Lower Intermediate Season 6 Lesson 14

ni naru — Beginner Series S4 Lessons 47, 48



