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LESSON NOTES
Lower Intermediate S6 #12

Are There Monster Parentsat This
Japanese School?
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ENGLISH

Nasu Minoru no haha desu. Sensei, shitsumon ga aru no desu ga.

A, hai.
(monsutapearento ka?)

Kono gakko de wa seito ni soji sasete iru n desu ka.

E, sO desu yo. Kyoshitsu ya toire, niwa o sOji sasemasu.

Seito-tachi ni takusan hon o yomaseru so desu ne.

Hai. Sono ato de, kansobun mo kakasemasu.

Seito ni kimigayo o utawaseru to kikimashita ga, sore wa honto
desu ka.

E. tatasete kokka o utawasemasu yo. Seito ni kokka o oboesaseru
tame desu....

O-kasan, uchi no gakko wa shiritsu desu kara ne. Moshi iyadattara,
koritsu ni ikasete kudasai.

leie. Ki ni irimashita. Kongo mo uchi no musuko o yoroshiku o-
negai shimasu.

Ha....

Sensei, kore, tsumaranai mono desu ga, dozo.
Ja, shitsurei shimasu.

Nan na n da?

CONT'D OVER
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VOCABULARY

I'm Minoru Nasu's mother. Teacher, | have a question.

Um, yes?
Could she be a "monster parent?"

At this school, do you make the students do the cleaning?

Yes, we do. We make them clean the classrooms, the toilets, and
the garden.

It seems as if you make the students read a lot of books.

Yes. Afterward, we get them to write book reports.

| heard that you make the students sing (the Japanese national
anthem) "Kimi ga Yo;" is that true?

Yes. We make them stand up and sing the national anthem. It's to
get them to remember the national anthem...

Madam, our school is a private school. If you don't like it, please
send your child to a public school.

No, no. | like it. Please keep teaching our child!

All right...

Teacher, this is just a little thing, but please accept it.
All right, if you'll excuse me.

What on earth?

Kanji

Kana Romaji English




hereafter, from now

Py
e ChC kongo on
E3EN _o2h kokka national anthem
= FTLO5ULD kyoshitsu classroom
FE i b seito student, pupil
to stand, to stand up;
D D tatsu Vi
book report, written
BB MAZESSA kansobun description of one’s
thoughts
private
FAX LPbD shiritsu (establishment)
M >SS utau to sing;V1
7NV _2>hD koritsu public (institution)
Bz ta¥e) niwa garden, yard

SAMPLE SENTENCES

SEIF[MARICELFETT,

Kongo san nenkan nihon ni sumu yotei desu.

| plan to live in Japan for the next three years.

Yy AH—OHESDRIICEREI S,
Sakka no shiai no mae ni kokka o utau.

We sing the national anthem before the soccer
game.

CCIFHA=ZETT,

Koko wa kydshitsu desu.

This is a classroom.

—DDND S RTEREFMAANTTH,

Hitotsu no kurasu ni seito wa nan-nin imasu ka.

How many students are there in one class?

FoIICALDTLES L,

Massugu ni tatte kudasai.

Please stand straight.

BAHE CICADBREXEEZNTL T L,

Ashita made ni hon no kansébun o kaite kudasai.

Please write a book report by tomorrow.




M ERE. FEREL. MMNZWLWDT, BSATICITDT,
Shiritsu k6ké wa gakuhi ga takai. Uta ga utaitai node, karaoke ni itta.

Private high schools have high fees. | wanted to sing songs, so | went to karaoke.

RblE. DYDOERICAZERLET LR BEZRmRI 3o
MEX Tz, Niwa o sdji suru.
Saikin wa, kéritsu no kbko ni nydgaku o kibd suru

. | clean the yard.
seito ga fueta.

Lately, the number of students hoping to enter
public high schools has increased.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

seito (£ $E) "student”
You may have memorized "student" as gakusei. However, technically, we use different words
for "student" depending on the type of school that a student attends.

o 'elementary school student" - jid6 (\RE)

o 'funior high school"/"high school"/"technical college student" - seito (£ fE)

o 'college/university student" - gakusei (F4)

kokka (E#R) "national anthem"
The first kanji means "country" or "nation," and the second kanji means "song," so together it
means "song of a nation" or "national anthem." The national anthem of Japan is Kimigayo (&

).

Private school and public school
(1) shiritsu (F\17) "private (run)"
(2) koritsu (417 ) "public (run)"

Both (1) and (2) have the same ending, ritsu (1Z), which means "to stand."

The first kanji in (1) is shi () meaning "private," and the (2) has k6 (Z) meaning "public" or
"official." We often use both shiritsu and kéritsu to describe establishments privately run or run
by the government.



o  Shiritsu koké (FAIZEH) "private high school"

o  Koritsu koké (231724 "public high school"

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is Causative Sentences.
Kono gakko de wa seito nisojisasete iru n desu Ka.

CHERTIIEREICRRSETLBIATI D,

"At this school, do you make the students do the cleaning?”

In this lesson, you'll learn how to say "to make someone do something" in Japanese.

What's a Causative Sentence?

Causative sentences express the idea that someone causes or allows someone to do
something. It corresponds to "make" as in "My parents always make me do my
homework," "have" as in "I'll have him call later," or "let" asin "I'll let you win the game this
time" in English. Unlike English, however, there are no special causative verbs in Japanese
equivalent to "make," "have," and "let"; instead, you have to conjugate verbs into their
causative forms.

How to Make the Causative Forms of Verbs

Class 1 Verb — Add seruto naiform stem

Class 2 Verb — Add saseruto masu stem

Class 3 Verb — suru= saseru, kuru= kosaseru

For Example:

"English” Dictionary Causative Form

Class 1 Verb; -u — -aseru




"to buy” kau (B D)

kawaseru (BN SD)

"to write" kaku (&< ) kakaseru (B2 S)

"to speak" hanasu (559 hanasaseru (3 & 3)
"to wait" matsu (& D) mataseru (f¥/c 8 &)

"to die" shinu (3E68) shinaseru (BE7F 2 D)

"to play” asobu (T2/3V) asobaseru (z(FE B)
"to read" yomu (553)) yomaseru (G & &)

"to understand” wakaru (DH\3B) wakaraseru (D5 E3B)

Class 2 Verb; -ru — -saseru

tabesaseru(BN&
"to eat" taberu(BEN3) t=#3)

nesaseru (B3t
"to sleep” neru (JZ3) D)
Class 3 Verb
"to do" suru (9°3) saseru (Ft&3)
"to come" kuru (3E3) kosaseru (RS & 3B)

How to Make Causative Sentences

Particle usage

o Nior o marks the causee.

The particle wa usually marks the causer.



Formation

When the verb has an object, the particle ni marks the cause or the person who is

performing the action. In this lesson, we'll focus on this usage.

[causer] wa [causee] ni[object] o [causative form of a verb]

Causer Wa Causee Ni Object + "English"
Verb
ryori o " make/let
T v otto tsukuraseru. my
% I * ni (1<) (BHEZE(F  husband
(#4) (1) (X) 5H3. ) cook."
My
yasai o mother
Haha Wa , o tabesaseta, ~Made/let
& (2) watashi (#h)  ni (I2) (BREE \rgerggisbles
RSk, ) . '

Sample Sentences

1. Sensei wa seitotachi ni takusan hon o yomasete, kansobun o kakaseta.

FEBEEZICAEZITE T BEXESHEL,

"The teacher made the students read a lot of books and then write book reports.

5 Tomodachi o karaoke ni tsurete itte, uta o utawaseta.

REENSATICENTIT>-CT. MEWMDEE.

"I took my friend to karaoke and made him/her sing a song."

3. Tanaka-san wa kodomo-tachi ni fasuto fudo o tabesasenai soda.
HPSAIGFREIC T 77—~ T—REBRSEHLUEDE,
"Mr./Ms. Tanaka apparently doesn't let his/her children eat fast food."

More about Causative Sentences

When the verb doesn't have an object, nior o can mark the person performing the action.
We use niwhen the action was done volitionally, whereas we use o when the causee was

forced to do that action.

Please compare the following two sentences.



@®Permissive causative
1 Watashi wa musuko ni amerika ni ikaseta.
RIGTEFICT A hICHTD 1=,
"I let my son go to the United States."
@®Coercive causative
1 Watashi wa musuko o Amerika ni ikaseta.
RITEFE T X BICITHNEZ.

" made my son go to the United States."

Practice

Change the following verbs into their causative forms.

2. kiku (<) "tolisten" —

3. katsu (D) "towin" —

4. hashiru (ES) "torun" —

5. akeru (Bl713) "toopen" —

6.  shimeru (B &) "to close" —

Answer:

1. iwaseru

2, kikaseru

3, kataseru

4, hashiraseru
5, akesaseru

6. shimesaseru



Reference

s0 — Beginner Season 5 Lesson 23

(]
. tara — Beginner Season 6 Lesson 18
. ki ni iru — Lower Intermediate Season 6 Lesson 2, 11

CULTURAL INSIGHT

monsuta pearento (€ X 5 —R77 LV K)

Monsuta pearento ("monster parent") is a fairly recent wasei eigo or Japanese-English word
to describe a parent who pays excessive attention to his or her child and keeps making self-
centered unreasonable requests and/or demands to educational institutions. The
corresponding term in American English is probably "helicopter parent.”



