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LESSON NOTES
Lower Intermediate S5 #6

If You're Smart, You'll Follow My
Japanese Advice!
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Go-chumon o ukagaimasu.

Toriaezu biru de.

Ore mo.

Watashi wa, kiui sawa.

Kashikomarimashita.

Are, Kohei. O-mae, kyo kuruma de kita n janakatta kke?

A, sO dayo.

Inshu unten wa dame da zo.

Chotto nomu dake nara, daijobu da yo.

Saikin, torishimari kibishii shi, bakkin takai n dakara.

Ore ga toru michi nara, keisatsu inai hazu dakara, tsukamaranai yo.

Tsukamaranai nara, ii tte koto ja nai n da yo.
O-sake ga haitte iru to, handan mo nibuku naru n da zo.
Moshi, kotsujiko o okoshitara, do suru n da yo. Isshé o bo ni furu zo.

Wakatta yo. Sumimasén, troncha o-negaishimasu.

Ja, otsukarée. Mata ne.

( kuruma no doa o akete, shimeru oto. Soshite, enjin o kake, shuppatsu suru)
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Are, kenmon Kka.

Hai, tomatte kudasai.

(Nondara noru na. Noru nara nomu na.). Inshu unten no torishimari
o kyoka shite imasu.

Hai, iki 0 haite kudasai.

Hai, daijobu desu né. Do zo.

A, yokatta.
(Nondara noru na. Noru nara nomu na.) ne.

Can | take your order?

For the time being, Il have a beer.

Me too.

Il have a kiwi sour.

Thank you.

Hey, Kohei, didn't you come by car today?

Yeah, | did.

You can'tdrink and drive.

If it's just a little alcohol, there's no problem.

Recently there's been a crackdown as well as an expensive fine.
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11 KOHEI: On the roads | take, there shouldn't be any police, so | won't get
caught.

1> SHUTA: It's not a case of "it's fine as long as you don't get caught.”
When you drink, your sense of judgment gets slower.
What would you do if you had an accident? You'd be throwing away
your life.

13 KOHEI: All right, all right.
Excuse me, I'll have an oolong tea, please.

14. KOHEI: It was fun, guys. See ya.

15. (Sound of car door opening, then closing. Sound of the engine and driving off)

16. KOHEI: A breathalyzer check, huh?

17. POLICEMAN: Please stop the car.
"If you drink, don't drive. If you're driving, don't drink." We are
cracking down on drunken driving.
Please breathe out.
Okay, you're fine. Thank you.

15, KOHEI: Ah, thank goodness.
"If you drink, don't drive. If you're driving, don't drink!"

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
BUHE WAL SATA inshu unten drunk driving
to breathe out, to
(F< (&< haku exhale
b9 B TLONTSB kyoka suru to strengthen

RESE _oOD50C kotsd jiko traffic accident




BOmED EOHLED torishimari crackdown

I=| L& iki breath
inspection,
i (FAEA kenmon examination
) (30N nibui dull, slow
¥ | (FATEA handan judgement
= (FLED keisatsu police
HE3 OHhFES tsukamaru to get caught
i EFoFA bakkin fine, penalty
Lo L&DEIFDIC to waste one's whole
—HEEECSB 3B issho o bo ni furu life

SAMPLE SENTENCES

RECEREETRE B, LoMDBZEIFVWTLTIZE L,
Tomodachi ni mo inshu unten o sasetaku nai. Shikkari iki o haite kudasai.
| don't want my friends to drive after they drink. Please exhale deeply.

BEEE. ILLEFEANT, F—L%EH CCld. ETERBEHEBHNZUTY,
LUz, Koko wa totemo kotsu jiko ga o6i desu.

Kantoku wa atarashii senshu o irete chimu o

_ ) There are a lot of traffic accidents here.
kyoka shita.

The coach strengthened the team with new

players.
BUEESHROEOREEL D(IE L L\, [CAICKERBARZDOT., BHRRL,
Inshu unten no torishimari wa kibishii. Ninniku o tabeta no de iki ga kusai.

The crackdown on drunk driving is strict. | ate garlic, so my breath smells.




BORBEAEEI S0

Kuruma no kenmon ga menddkusai.

Traffic checks are a pain.

®IE., HODT, BENDUICE>TESRD
A2 YA

Kare wa nibui no de tomawashi ni ittemo
kizukanai.

He's a bit slow, so he doesn't get things when we
say them indirectly.

EENYIMEROT,

Kantoku ga handan o ayamatta.

The coach made an error in judgement.

ER(CEALUT

Keisatsu ni jishu shita.

| turned myself in to the police.

FREBATZIBADEE DT,

Héseki o nusunda hannin ga tsukamatta.

The thief who stole jewerly got caught.

BETHNIZRDOIZS. SiEEILNDEL

TIELMFIELN,
Rojo de tabako o suttara bakkin o harawanakute
wa ikenai.

When you smoke on the street, you have to pay
a fine.

®E(F. FrVTILT—E&ECIRD T,

Kanojo wa gyanburu de isshé o bé ni futta.

She wasted her whole life on gambling.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Conjunction Nara.

MATESTESE, FILSREA,

Nondara noru na. Noru nara nomu na.

“If you drink, don‘t drive. If you're driving, don't drink."

The focus of this lesson is the nara conjunction. We've covered three conditional
conjunctions (tara, to, and ba) in this series; nara basically expresses a different range of

meaning from them.

Formation

Nara attaches to the informal nonpast or past of verbs and i-adjectives. You can insert no*



between the words, which we can sometime use to emphasize a point.

Part of Speech Japanese "English" /&5 Conjunction

uru (no) nara (5t 3

) (D) 7L 5)

Verb S ) "to sell" utta (no)narai (5t
o/ (D) &L5)

samui (no) nara (Z

samui (ZE()) L) (D) 7E5)
samukatta (no)
nara (BE)\o/c

(D) &5)

l-adjective samukatta (D>  "cold"

/)

Nara directly follows nouns and the stem of na-adjectives in the present tense. The
informal past form is followed by nara.

Part of Speech Japanese "English" &5 Conjunction

shizuka nara (B

Frio
shizuka (B2 02?*;) datta (no)

Na-adjective shizuka datta "quiet" rfalrzau( ;? b? /__f; /r;o
EHIE D) e

(D) 7&5)
yume nara**
yume (2) (BIL5)
Ao ’ ’ yume datta (no)

Nouns () yu//z?)e datta (B/Z dream nara (B72 5 /2

/s

(D) &5)

*no often becomes nin conversation.

*xYou can't insert noin the case of informal nonpast form of na-adjectives and nouns.

% We often use nara after nouns to mean "speaking of (noun)..." When we use it in this
way, it is similar to the topic-marking particle wa, but we put even more emphasis on the
thing we are talking about. For more information on this usage of nara, please see Lower
Intermediate Season 2 Lesson 75: Going on a Date 2.

Construction



The explanation below covers two usages of the conjunction nara in detail.

S1755 S2
(Subordinate clause) nara (main clause)

(D The subordinate clause (S1) containing nara expresses a response to something that
someone else says, a situation, or a condition. The main clause (52), which follows the nara
conjunction, often indicates the speaker's advice, will, request, etc.

For Example:

1 AEDPOTCHAREZEMEINERVWTIH,
"What's the best way to study Japanese?"
BEHAEEMMR I BZES. Iv/IIZ—ARyvR101NAEFI INHTI &L

"If you're going to study Japanese, | recommend JapanesePod101."

o ABAESHEEICITT AL,
"Tomorrow I'm going to Kyoto."
BA—. BUR, EBWICIT<LES. $TEE-T=TLK.

"Wow, that's great! If you're going to Kyoto, bring me something back."

3, (Situation: Friend A looks like s/he is sick.)
ARFRBVWALS BRICfTToZ5. €52

"If you're really not feeling well, why don't you go to the doctor?"

4 A —HEICEBE(CIRITICTTAVEL ?
"Wanna go on a trip to Korea with me?"
B: L\ W, BELS. ZL\L. BREIEHFLLLIL,

"Sure. If it's Korea (we're talking about), it's cheap, and food is great."

@ The subordinate clause (S1) expresses the prediction fora future or present event; the
main clause (S2) is a request, an obligation, an expression of will, a judgment, etc. based
on the prediction. In the case that S1 is nonpast, the event expressed in S2 comes before
the one in S1.

For Example:

S1 (Prediction) S2 (Judgment) "English” Orderof Events




Amerika ni eigo ga dekiru "If he's going to

rydgaku suru nara hazu da. study abroad in
(PXUBICERET (EENTEFB(3F  the United States,

S2—S1
BH5. ) 72 he should be able

to speak English."

atarashii mizugi o

o kao "If Igotothe
Umi ni iku nara FLLIKEEES  peach, Il buy a 52 51
CBICIT<ES, ) _ e

5.) bathing suit.

Amerika ni eigo ga dekiru "If he studied
rydgaku shita no hazu da. abroad in the
nara (BEENTEFB(FF United States, he
(PXUAICEBFEL = ) should be ableto ST 752
DS, ) ’ speak English."

If we compare the usage of nara and tara, we can say that the difference between nara
and tara lies in the order of events. In the tara conjunction, S1 always takes place before
S2, while this rule doesn't apply to the nara conjunction. See the examples below.

For Example:

1 RPICADES. HEBCHMEL A TRIES AL,
Daigaku ni hairu nara, majime ni benkyd shinakute wa naranai.
"In order to enter the university, you have to study very hard."

2. KPIA-IZS. REBICMBMUKL S TERESIL,

Daigaku ni haittara, majime ni benkyo shinakute wa naranai.
"After you enter the university, you have to study very hard."

The example from the dialogue also draws this distinction very clearly. In the first
sentence BRATC 5ESDL, the order of eventsis S1—S2, whereas the second sentence BX

TES5FSB/L, indicates the order of S2—-S1.
For Example:

i TRRARESEBZIL. FRILSKUA,

Nondara noru na. Noru nara nomu na.
"If you drink, don't drive. If you're driving, don't drink."

Examples from This Lesson



Examples from This Dialogue

1 B&ED2ERDEITES, KIKEK,
Chotto nomu dake nara, daijobu da yo.
"If it's just a little alcohol, there's no problem."

2, PNNBEDEES, BRUKLWEITFEZHS, BHESHEOLK,
Ore ga toru michi nara, keisatsu inai hazu dakara, tsukamaranai yo.
"On the roads | take, there shouldn't be any police, so | won't get caught.”

3. BHESHEVES. BUIDTZEUPHUVAIEL,
Tsukamaranai nara, ii tte koto ja nai n da yo.
"It's not a case of 'it's fine as long as you don't get caught.

4. TBRAIESFESIL, FSILSRIEL,
Nondara noru na. Noru nara nomu na.
"If you drink, don't drive. If you're driving, don't drink."



