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Lower Intermediate S4 #1

Givingand Receiving in Japanese-
Introduction
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ROMANIZATION

2009-nen 2-gatsu juyokka. Natsuko to Keisuke to Koji wa kokosei. Keisuke to Koji wa
shin'yu.

( Chaimu no oto) kinkdonkankon

KEISUKE: Sa, kaeru ka. Kotoshi mo, dare mo chokoréto o kurenakatta....
( haa...) Ore wa, 16-nen renzoku barentaindé no chokoréto o morau
koto ga dekinakatta no ka.

(Getabako o akeru to, tegami ga ochiru) poto

KEISUKE: Are, tegami da! Yonde miy0.
Keisuke-kun e, kyo no 5-ji ni taiikukan ura ni kite kudasai. Natsuko
yori.

O!lll Ore ni, Natsuko-chan ga chokoréto o kureru! Yatta! (hashirul!)"

(Taiikukan ura)

KEISUKE: (Dokidoki) Kon'nichiwa.

NATSUKO: Ang, Keisuke-kun. Kore...

KEISUKE: ( Kokoro no koe de) Yatta zo! Tsui ni, jinsei hatsu no chokoréto o
morau zo!

NATSUKO: Kono chokoréto o Koji-kun ni agete!

Watashi... hazukashikute ageru koto ga dekinai no.
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KEISUKE: ... A, ko, Koji ne.
A... S0.... Wa, wakatta. Kyo, todokeru yo.

NATSUKO: O-negai ne. Arigato.

ENGLISH

February 14th, 2009. Natsuko, Keisuke and Koji are high school students. Keisuke and
Koji are best friends.

(The school bell rings)

KEISUKE: Time to go home. | didn't get any chocolate this year, again...
(sighs). For sixteen years in a row | haven't received Valentine
chocolates.

(He opens the door to his shoe cubby, and out falls a letter.)

KEISUKE: Huh, a letter! Let's see what it says "Dear Keisuke, meet me behind
the school gym today at 5 p.m. From Natsuko." Whooooa!!! Natsuko-

(Behind the gym)

KEISUKE: (his heart pounding) Hey...

NATSUKO: Um...Keisuke-kun. Here...

KEISUKE: (To himself) Yeesss!! Finally, my first Valentine chocolates ever!
NATSUKO: Please give this chocolate to Koji. I'm too shy to do it.

KEISUKE: ...oh, Ko, Koji. Ah...right. Um, gotit. I'll get it to him today.

CONT'D OVER



12. NATSUKO:

| appreciate it. Thanks.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
HER LARS shin'yd best friend
successively, in a
e hAZ< renzoku oW
to deliver, to take, to
B3 cETS todokeru bring
embarrassed,
BOF ML L) (FgmLn hazukashii ashamed
ANE CAEWL jinsei life
=S} 55 ura back, reverse side
nN=ji FLWL< A taiikukan gymnasium
B53 Ht53 ochiru to fall down, to drop
FiR THd tegami letter
TEARE (FrziEZ getabako shoe rack
] (&D hatsu first time

SAMPLE SENTENCES

= BREEHE TUEO,
Mikkakan renzoku neteinai.

| haven't slept for three days in a row.

BERICEEERIITES S,

Yubinkyoku ni shorui o todokete morau.

The post office delivers my document(s) for me.

BARLECBRERSNT, IFEH LU,

Koronda tokoro o mirarete hazukashii.

I'm embarrassed because | was seen falling down.

N ESSIAN

Jinsei wa nagai.

Life is long.




®(E. BERHBINS., [IED(FEI L, FBETNRTYRET B,

Kare wa ura ga aru kara ki o tsukenasai. Taikukan de basuketto o suru.

Be careful because he has a dark side. | play basketball at the gym.
RSVUINSHEYNES B, FERREICFHRESZEET I LI,
Beranda kara sentakumono ga ochiru. Kiné tomodachi ni tegami o kakimashita.
The laundry fell off the balcony. Yesterday | wrote a letter to my friend.
TERAEICFREANTH <, VB = R,

Getabako ni tegami o irete oku. Hatsuyume o mita.

| put a letter in the shoe rack. | had my first dream of the year.

Today's grammar point is "giving and receiving verbs," which are ageru, kureru, morau.

Japanese has two verbs for giving, ageru and kureru. Which one you choose depends on
the direction of the transaction.

Ageruis a class-two verb used to express that someone gives something to someone.
When a thing moves away from the speaker (1), you generally use the verb ageru. This rule
also applies when you are the giver and someone else is the receiver, and both the giver
and the receiver are others.

Please review the table below. The giveris the subject and is marked by the particle wa or
ga, while the receiveris marked by the particle ni. The object being given is marked with
the object marker o.

Giver — Receiver Sample sentence

E, HERICTLEY R EBHITS.

—  you | give you a present.

fuld, REBICTFLEY REHITS.

— others | give Taro a present.

HErlE. REBICTFLEY REHITS,

you — others You give Taro a present.




AEBE. AEICTLEY REDHITS,

Taro gives Yumia present.

others — others

Kureruis a class-two verb meaning "to give," but it can only be used when the receiveris
the speaker or someone whom the speaker thinks is close to the speaker psychologically
(in-group). In other words, you use the verb kureruwhen a thing moves toward the
speaker or someone close psychologically. The giver, the receiver and the object being
given are marked by the same particles as ageru.

Giver — Receiver Sample sentence

HiLlzlE, FhlcHhEZEINSD,

You give me money.

HElE. MDEFICHEIFHhLZELN
D,

You give my son an allowance.

you — |+in-group

EITIERICHEEIND,

Kosuke gives me money.

HEHBE v AlE. FADEFICHFZFHU
Zx2<N3.

Grandmother gives my son an allowance.

others — I +in-group

KBRS, HERICTLEY REINS,

xothers — you Taro gives you a present.

% If the giveris "others" and the receiveris "you," the receiver must be very close to the
speaker psychologically. If the speaker takes a psychological distance from the receiver, s/
he uses ageruinstead of kureru.

Today's example 1 below, which has the verb

ageru, expresses that Natsuko is asking Keisuke (You) to give the chocolate to Koji
(others), so the chocolate moves from You to Others. From the speaker's point of view,
others is farther than you psychologically. When a thing moves far away from you, you use
the verb ageru.

Today's example 1:
COFITIL—+rEEZEBICHITT
Kono chokoreeto o Koji-kun ni agete.
Please give this chocolate to Koji.

Kureruin today's example 2 below expresses that Natsuko (Others) is going to give the



chocolate to Me, so the chocolate moves from others to the speaker. When a thing moves
toward the speaker, kureruis used.

Today's example 2:
B, EFE5»AMRFIIL—FEIND !

Ore ni Natsuko-chan ga chokoreeto o kureru!
Natsuko will give me chocolate!

Transactions that are described using the verb kureru can also be described in terms of
"receiving," or morau. It's a class-one verb, and its meaning is close to the English "get" or
"receive." When you use morau, the recipient is the subject of the sentence marked by wa
or ga.

In today's example 3, the recipient is the speaker, but it's omitted because it's obvious
that the speaker gets the chocolate. If we were to reconstruct the subject, it would be
Ore ga.

Today's example 3:
(ENN) AEFDOF 5 IL—KEESSF !

(Ore ga) Jinsei hatsu no chokoreeto o morau zo!
I'm getting the first chocolate of my life.

When you want to place emphasis on the giver, substitute kureru for morau and mark the
recipient with the particle ni.

FNCAEDDF > IL—FESNBZE !

Ore ni jinsei hatsu no chokoreeto o kureru zo!
She's giving me the first chocolate of my life.

Formation:

[giver] wa(ga) [receiver] ni [object] o ageru.
[giver] wa(ga) ([receiver] ni) [object] o kureru.
([receiver] wa(ga)) [giver] ni [object] o morau.

Examples:

. REICHTFODEDITIZ,
Watashi wa tomodachi ni omamori o ageta.
| gave my friend a talisman.

*FASAOECHTFOhEINE,
Watashi wa tomodachi ni omamori o kureta.
(* = The sentence is incorrect.)

KEL, RhlcHBvFEd N,

Tomodachi wa watashi ni omiyage o kureta.



A friend of mine gave me a souvenir.

«FOEZ. RCHPIPTEDIFTZ,
Tomodachi wa watashi ni omiyage o ageta.
(* = The sentence is incorrect.)

2N, MOKRICHREBTILEY FEINIE,

Tsuma ga watashi no imoto ni tanjobi purezento o kureta.
My wife gave my sister a birthday present.

I, KECHH®IFEES D,
Watashi wa tomodachi ni omiyage o moratta.
| got a souvenir from a friend of mine.

KB, REICRXVILRAZEES DT,

Taro wa kanojo ni nekkuresu o moratta.
Taro got a necklace from his girlfriend.



