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LESSON NOTES
Lower Intermediate S4 #15

Japanese Embedded Questions
Part2:1Don'tKnowif I'll Go!
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ROMANIZATION
Péta no hikkoshi pafi zenjitsu
YUJI: Hikkoshi iwai ni, shokki wa do desu ka.

JENI: Un. Pé&ta-san, mainichi gaishoku shite imasu yo ne.
Dakara shokki o tsukau ka do ka, wakarimasen yo ne.

NAOKO: Ja, hyosatsu wa do?
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ENGLISH

E? hy0satsu (warai)? Hyosatsu tte... ie no iriguchi ni aru, hyosatsu
desu ka?

Péta-san ga ki ni iru ka do ka bimy0 desu ne.

Ato, Eigo de kaku ka, Nihon-go de kaku ka wakaranai desu ne.

Sokka.... hyosatsu wa dame ka.
Nee, Péta-san ga nani ga suki ka wakaru?

Shigoto?

Kaisha?

Okusan?

Purezento dekinai ja nail

A, Péta-san, imaichi karé no karéraisu daisuki desu yo.
Sha ichi de kayotte iru mitai desu yo.

Imaichi karé ni wa, gifuto setto ga aru ka wakaru?

Hai, gifuto yo0 retoruto karé ga arimasu.
Kore de, Péta-san wa ofisu de daisuki na karé ga taberaremasu ne.

Sansei desu!

Kettei!
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The day before Payter’'s moving party.

YUJI:

JENNY:

NAOKO:

YUJI:

JENNY:

YUJI:

NAOKO:

JENNY:

YUJI:

JENNY:

NAOKO:

YUJI:

NAOKO:

What about tableware as a moving gift?

Hmm...but Payter eats out every day, right?
We can’t even be sure if he’d use tableware can we?

Well, how about a nameplate?

Huh? A nameplate? Haha. Like the ones at the entrance of a
house?

| think it's doubtful Payter would like that.

And, we can’t even be sure if we should write itin English or in
Japanese.

Oh yeah...l guess a nameplate is out then.
Hey, does either of you know what Payter likes?

Work?

His company?

His wife?

But we can’t give him any of those things, can we!

Oh, he does really love the curry rice at Imaichi curry restaurant.
It sounds like he goes there once a week.

Do you know if they have a curry gift set?
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15. YUJI: Yes, they have a boil-in-the-bag gift curry.
Payter would be able to eat the curry he loves right at the office.
16. JENNY: Agreed!
17 NAOKO: Then | guess it's settled!
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
AD[O AL RSES) iriguchi entrance, gate
=AU 0&>58D hyosatsu name plate
to dine out, to go out
NEBI S KLU &<TF3B gaishoku suru to eat
B L&D &E shokki tableware
decision,
RTE (Fo>TL) kettei determination
=% TAEL sansei approval, agreement
to go somewhere
&5 S kayou frequently, to
commute
‘ subtle, delicate,
gy UH &> bimyo questionable
to be pleased with,
ICAD T3 Ki niiru to like
housewarming

SAMPLE SENTENCES



ALOEECTIN,

Iriguchi wa doko desu Ka.

Where is the entrance?

KL EZINT,

Hyésatsu o nusumareta.

The name plate was stolen.

mia. ARENDLTUS,

Saikin gaishoku bakari shite iru.

Recently | have been dining out a lot.

BaEzLI ol
Shokki o shimatta.

| put away the dishes.

RJ)—R—RIIT< CEITREL T,

Sunoébddo ni iku koto ni kettei shita.

We've decided to go snowboarding.

EHFIANDEXICENTY,

Hoshino-san no kangae ni sansei desu.

| agree with Hoshino's idea.

B#H. FAIERICE>TUVET,

Mainichi watashi wa gakké ni kayotteimasu.

| go to school every day.

WM TEL ] EE>TNSEH. #BT,

Kare ga hai to itte kureru ka bimyd da.

I'm not sure he'd say yes.

COEFIPRICADTUL S,

Kono fudebako ga ki ni itte iru.

| like this pen case.

FlEBLEWIC, 9FILEEST,

Hikkoshiiwai ni taoru o katta.

| bought towels as a housewarming present.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Embedded Questions @
BREGEOHMAE OO, DHVD I EALR,

"We can’t even be sure if he’d use tableware can we?"

This lesson is a continuation of embedded questions from the last lesson. Last time, we
went over embedded questions that were WH-questions, and this time we will go over
embedded questions that are Yes/No questions.

Formation

Last time, we mentioned that embedded WH-questions have the particle "H\, after
them, followed by a verb. In Yes/No embedded questions, you can add "& S H\, after the



FH\,to express the meaning of "whether (or not)." Note that this™& S\, is optional, but
it can make your meaning more clear.

[Informal Yes/No Question + H\(&¥ 3 H\) + verb ]

Yes/No Questions (verb
and i-adjective)

Verb “Translation”
BEI3Hh (Eoh) Dz "I've decided whether (or
Kekkon suru ka (do ka) kimeta not) | will get married."
BEREZMN (E5hHY) B2 TULL) "I don't remember

Yume o mita ka (do ka)

oboete inai

whether (or not) I had a
dream."

dLLLLA (ESDY NS "I'll find out whether (or
Oishii ka (do ka) shiraberu not) it's good."
BIARAEBEI -EH (D
) _ . A< "I'll ask whether (or not)
Geki ga omoshirokattaka the play was interesting.."
(do ka)
Yes or No Questions Verb “Translation”
(nouns and na-adjective)
ASDED (E>5hY) E AN "I'll find out whether (or
Ninki no mise ka (do ka) shiraberu not) it's a popular store."
RE-=H (EohHY) SIS "I don't know if it was a
Inu datta (do ka) wakaranai dog (or not)."
BEAT a2k (>
) S0 "I don't know if it's famous
Nihon de ylmei ka (d6 ka) ~ wakaranai in Japan (or not).”
EDEEEINZE - 2H

(& 57‘” _ A< "I'll ask whether (or not)
Sono mise wa shizuka Kiku that store was quiet."

datta ka (do ka)




Examples from this Dialogue

1. BEZESIHAESH. DWW FEALR,
Shokki o tsukau ka do ka, wakarimasen yo ne.
"We can't even be sure if he'd use tableware can we?"

0. R=H—-—TARKICADHNE SHHEW TI 13,
Péta-san ga ki ni iru ka do ka bimyd desu ne.
"I think it's doubtful Payter would like that."

3. &, BREBETELN. HEETELHNDNSEWTIA,
Ato, eigo de kaku ka, nihongo de kaku ka wakaranai desu ne.
"And we can't even be sure if we should write it in English orin Japanese."

4. S—=AL—[CE. FITRHDINDHND?
Imaichi karé ni wa, gifuto setto ga aru ka wakaru?
"Do you know if they have a curry gift set?"

More Examples

1 FOEARYUNT VI —Xv LTHRRE,
Sono hanashi ga honto ka intanetto de shirabeta.
"| looked up whether that story was true or not on the internet."

0. ELULHESHRKXYIIE,
Tanoshii ka do ka ga taisetsu da.
"What's important is whether or not it's fun."

3. SHEQE(E. BRICTITDINDH SR,
Kotoshi no natsu wa, nihon ni ikeru ka wakaranai.
" don't know if | can go to Japan this summer or not."

4. COOIEE. BRANESHDHSEWTE, ETEHULLL,
Kono mise wa, yumei ka dé ka wakaranai kedo, totemo oishii.
" don't know if this restaurant is famous or not, but the food is really good!"



5. DDA, ARYIC20mHE DHMEL ),
Ano hito wa, honto ni hatachi ka do ka ayashii.
"It's dubious whether that person is really twenty years old."

Language Tip

Rememberthat D\ (£ 97HY) only goes with yes/no questions, and can't be combined

with wh-question phrases (which were covered in the last lesson). Here are some examples
of common mistakes:

HON. ADRFEHNDMNE? — x BOA. @AHREF==HLE SHDHSB? - O HD
AAIDEF =D H\B ? ("Do you know what that person likes?")

IRITICL DTS ARE D TUEL), — x FRITICVDFIF<HAME DRI > TUEK
LV, — O RTFIEVDFITSHERT > TULKL), ("I'haven't decided when I'll go on
my trip.")



