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Lower Intermediate S3 #10

Exotic Pets! 2 - What's Whatin
Japanese
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ROMANIZATION

SHOTA:

Suimasén. Kawatta petto o sagashite ru n desu kedo.
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ENGLISH

SHOTA:

SHOP CLERK:

Kawatta petto? O-kyaku-san, o-me ga takai! Uchi wa, Nippon-ichi
kosei-teki na petto shoppu desu.

Shouind0o no naka no hebi wa nante iu hebi desu ka?

Are wa, mamushi desu. Doku o motte imasu shi, domo desu. O-
susume to wa iemasen ga, suriru wa tanoshimemasu. O-ko-san wa,
irasshaimasu ka?

Imasen ga, mamushi wa kekko desu. Ja, muko ni iru no wa nan te
iu tori?

Are wa, yasei no shichimencho desu.

Hé. Yasei no shichimencho ka! A, are wa azarashi?

le, are wa ashika desu. O-seji ni mo kawaii to wa iemasen ga,
kozure na n desu yo. Sugoi desho.

Naruhodo.. A, ika da! kawaii desu ne!

O-kyaku-sama, are wa, tako desu. M3, ika to nite nai to wa iemasen
gane...

Tako, ka...

Excuse me, I'm looking for an exotic pet.

An exotic pet? You, sir, have come to the right place! We are the
number one exotic pet shop in Japan.

CONT'D OVER



5. SHOTA: Hey, what's the name of that snake in the window display?

4. SHOP CLERK: That, sir, is a Japanese pit viper. Not only is it poisonous, but itis
quite fierce. | wouldn't really recommend it, but you can at least
enjoy the thrill. Do you have children, sir?

5. SHOTA: No, I don't, but Il pass on the pit viper. So, what's the name of the
bird over there?

5. SHOP CLERK: That's a wild turkey.
7 SHOTA: Wow, a wild turkey! Oh, is that a seal?
s. SHOP CLERK: No, that's a sea lion. | can’t say it's cute even out of pure flattery, but

it does have babies. Amazing, isn't it?

9 SHOTA: | see... Oh, a squid! It's cute, isn't it?
10. SHOP CLERK: Um, sir, that's an octopus. Well, you can't say that they don't look
alike...

11. SHOTA: An octopus?

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English

BAEL) Sz H me ga takai discerning
e AU hebi snake

53 5 tako octopus
17 17 ika squid

taking one's children
%Eﬂ (:D“*L kozure a|ong




HIEF HEL oseji flattery, compliment
773 773 ashika eared seal
7S 7S azarashi earless seal
g ESED domo ferocity
YL YLD mamushi viper, adder
(BT CEBVWTEL koseiteki na distinctive, unique
=5 E< doku poison
SAMPLE SENTENCES
BIENT A CHEZIXVTUL B, TAMSTACETKNTUS

Umihebi ga sangoshé o oyoide iru.

"The sea snake is swimming near the coral reef."

lka ga sangoshé de oyoide iru.

"The squid are swimming near the coral reef."

BHATEIDAREI N,

Dokugasu de 6ku no hito ga korosareta.

A lot of people were killed by poison gas.

GRAMMAR

(i) to wa ienai(~ EIEE X7k 0))

—-to wa ienai (~ EEE X7LL)) means "could hardly say---." toof to wais a quotation
particle, asin—-toiu (~ & & D), and wais a particle that emphasizes to. By saying to wa
ienai, you can emphasize the phrase quoted by to.

Adverbs like kanarazu shimo (A9 U E) "not always" or kesshite (RU T) "never" can be

used together with this expression.

Today's Examples:

PBOHEFEXIEAN,

O-susume to wa iemasen ga, ---

| can't say it is my recommendation, but ---



HEEFFICEHNDULVWERERIEBAMR, —
O-seji ni mo kawaii to wa ieamasen ga,---
| could hardly say it's cute even as flattery.

THEBUTEHEVEFEZR I EADT,
lka to nite nai to wa iemasen ga ne.
| could hardly say it doesn't look like a squid.

Formation:

* \Verb/i-adjective. plain + to wa ienai

BEolc&EITE XL katta to wa ienai could hardly say someone
won
BELWEIEEREWL tanoshii to wa ienai could hardly say it's fun

* Noun/na-adjective. stem + (da) to wa ienai

SETMRER>E RV uso (da) to wa ienai could hardly say it is a lie
LTS EFE RV nesshin (da) to wa ienai could hardly say someone
Is earnest

=In the case of a noun or na-adjective. stem, you can say "to wa ienai" or "da to wa ienai."

Examples:

DL, E<IVER>ERLL,
Kare no hanashi wa, mattaku uso to wa ienai.
| can't say that what he said is a blatant lie.

BTLICEDIDIE. RUTEREEFIEXTEA,
Fujisan ni noboru no wa, kesshite kantan to wa iemasen.
| could hardly say that it is easy to climb Mt. Fuiji.

B, |BEONEARF(EBUDT, BHERODBRFARFUEBDEFIE XL,

Saikin, judo no gaikoku-jin senshu wa tsuyoi node, Nihon no senshu ga kanarazushimo
katsu to wa ienai.

Foreign judo wrestlers have recently been getting better. So, it's not necessarily the case
that the Japanese always win.

(i) Nan te iu—-{AITL D ~)



When you ask about the specific name of something, you can use this sentence: nan te iu
[noun] desu ka? The [noun] should be the generic name of the category to which you
think the thing you are asking about belongs, like hana (flower), débutsu(animal), etc.

This can be pronounced nan to iu --, which sounds more polite. Nani, the interrogative
"what," becomes nanwhen it is followed by the particle toor te.

Today's Example:

3=V R—OHDIEIFATUVDEETI H 2
Shouindo no naka no hebi wa nan te iu hebi desu ka?
What kind of snake is the one in the window display?

Formation:

* Nan te iu+ [noun (generic name)]

fAITL\S LU TIH; What's the name of the mountain?
fAICUL\D K TIH ; What's the title of the book?
fAICUL\S Bl TIH; What's the title of the song?

Examples:

HNE. AITULSRIETI O,
Are wa, nante iu ryori desu ka?
What's the name of that food?

CClE. ATV SHEIETIH,
Koko wa, nan te iu jinja desu ka?
What's the name of this shrine?

RITLVSAEKREEWNZDTIH,
Nan te iu hon o kaita no desu ka?
What is the title of the book you wrote?



