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ROMANIZATION

MIZUHO: MO, kiite kiite yo. 2 shukan mo mae ni Koji ni tegami o kaita noni,
nakanaka henji ga konai no yo.

SHIHO: Ima doki, tegami o kaku nante kotenteki ne. Ima wa méru yo. Méru.

MIZUHO: Meéru wa tashika ni hayai shi benri da kedo... Nan te iu ka, kimochi
toka ga nakanaka tsutawaranai ja nai.

SHIHO: Anta-tachi, mo tsukiatte kanari nagai ja nai no. Ima sara, aite no
kimochi ga do no ko no nante... Anta, mikake ni yorazu
romanchisuto né.

MIZUHO: Jikihitsu o yomu to, méru yori kimochi ga tsutawatte kuru kara
ureshii ja nai.

SHIHO: Tashika ni s6 da kedo. Yappari mendo kusai wa. Méru de ii wa yo.

MIZUHO: Urusai wa né. Watashi wa Kaji no jikihitsu ja nai to iya na no!

ENGLISH
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1 MIZUHO: Listen, listen. | wrote to Koji two weeks ago and he hasn't written

back as much as | expected.

>, SHIHO: Wow. How conservative of you to write letters in this day and age. E-
mail is the way to go now. E-mail!

5. MIZUHO: | admit, e-mail is fast and convenient... But you know, you can't
really express how you're feeling.

4. SHIHO: Haven't you and Koji been dating for a long time? What do you
mean; you can't express your feelings? You're a romantic, aren't
you, despite appearances.

5. MIZUHO: | like it because when | read handwritten letters, | feel that more
emotion comes through compared with e-mail.

5. SHIHO: You're right. Butit's still a pain in the neck. I'll keep using e-mail.

7. MIZUHO: Oh shut up. | won't accept anything but Koji's hand-written letters!

VOCABULARY

Kanji Kana Romaji English
S nwEEeE imadoki present day
one's own
[EE C&E0D jikihitsu handwriting
OVYFI OVYFI romanchisuto romanticist
1=Yabi HMNMTF mikake outward appearance
to keep company
[HEES DEHS tsukiau with, [0 gojoLEwiin;
V1
T3 Dz tsutawaru to be handed down




el RAD benri convenient, handy

i) LU tashika certain, sure
HEH CCATE kotenteki classical
EEI< 0N HAESLLTO mendokusai pain, bother

SAMPLE SENTENCES

S54&0& BUWIICHEED T

Chotto, kaimono ni tsukiatte.

Will you go shopping with me?

GRAMMAR

(i) 7E OIS DV---TE L\ (nakanaka ---nai)

Nakanaka is the adverb which expresses the state or degree of something is more than
expected. When it is used in the negative sentence as in the case of today's dialog, it
means something doesn't happen as expected or easily. Nakanaka can be used in the
positive sentence (see the last example).

Examples:

BRIJIEEFSOS U TELENLEHOMEEILTR S L0,
Taberu ryd o herashite mo nakanaka taiju wa heranai.
Even if | eat less food, | can't lose as much weight as | want.

R(E, IEDNEMACFTEDDILN,
Neko wa, nakanaka hito ni wa natsukanai.
Catsdon't get attached to people so easily.

BEOERE(E. ETHVEHLDRIE > &K,
Kimi no aisatsu wa, nakanaka rippa datta yo.
Your speech was quite good.

(iE>DZ S>MD(dé no koé no)

D6 no k6 nois a set phrase which is used to say things such as complaints or utterances of
dissatisfaction. So, it is often used with the verb iuasin "dé no kb no iu." But evenif it is



used without the verb iu, like the sentence in today's dialog, HFDSKITFTEMNESD S
DL A T (aite no kimochi ga dé no kb no nante), it can imply "say various things."

Some similar expressions: do ko, tsubekobe or toyakaku. DO kb can be used in the same
way as do no kb no, but the other two phrases are always used with verbs like ju.

Examples:

SEMFEVARESHCSNDESTD)LD. RBEREETC,
Kotoba no tsukaikata ga do no k6 no (do ko) yori, naiyd ga juyo da.
The contents are more important than fussing over writing style.

BRELALHS. ESOTOSDEDFICODILIO),
Syukudai na n da kara, doé no kb no iwazu ni yarinasai.
You should just do it without complaining, since it is your homework.

DRCREDTCHUWT, Eo>TEPOHLTL),
Tsubekobe itte nai de, sassa to yarinasai.
Quite your complaining, and get to work now.

BHIFEDPDBE(CEPHLKXAEE D,
Haha wa boku no yaru koto ni toyakaku monku o iu.
Mother always complains about what I'm doing.

(iii) FEHMC (tashika ni) and FED\ (tashika) FEDY (tashika) have two different usages, which
are working as (i) a na-adjective and (i) an adverb.

FEDMC (tashika ni) is the adverbial form of FEHVE (tashika na; na-adjective), and it means
"surely," "certainly" or "definitely." On the other hand, when you want to say something
which you are not 100% sure, you can start a sentence with D\ (tashika), which is an
adverb, to mean "as | recall" or "if I'm correct."

Examples:

FEHO®. EMCHEUmECCICELZDK,
Kind no yoru, tashika ni o-saifu o koko ni oita no yo.
| definitely put my wallet here last night.

BH. FHOR, SHUMECCICHUVWZERSALRITE, | .
Tashika, kind no yoru, o-saifu o koko ni oita to omou n da kedo.
If I'm recall, | think | put my wallet here last night...



