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Police Box
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ROMANIZATION

(Hashutsujo nite)

TABIBITO: Sumimasen. Kono yusu hosuteru e no ikikata o oshiete moraitai no
desu ga.

(chizu o miseru)
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4 KEIKAN: Un, doredore. Un... Gn.

5. (10 pun keika)

5. KEIKAN: Etto, koko 0 massugu itte desu né, yonbanme no shingd o migi ni
magatte kudasai. Yonbanme desu yo.

7. TABIBITO: Hai.
g. KEIKAN: S0 suru to, hidarite ni miemasu no de.
o TABIBITO: Nan da. Ichijikan zGOtto mayotte ta no ni, sonna kantan ni ikeru n
desu ka.
10. KEIKAN: Hidarite ni hashutsujo ga mieru no de, soko de kiite kudasai.
11. TABIBITO: Oi o0i. Nan da sore!
ENGLISH

1. (Ata Police Box)

> TRAVLER: Excuse me. Can you please tell me how to get to this Youth Hostel.

5. POLICE OFFICER: Umm...which one? Ummm..hmmm..

4. POLICE: Okay...go straight here, then turn right at the 4th traffic light. The 4th
traffic light.

5. TRAVELER: Okay.

5. POLICE: Then, you can see it on the left hand side..
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7. TRAVELER: What!! I've been looking around for an hour!! Can | really get there
that easy??
s. POLICE: On the left hand side, you can see another police station. Go ask
there.
9. TRAVELER: Hey come on! What was that!.
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
SR P (FLwDU & hashutsujo local police station
EF orEnT hidarite on the left
HLHL HuLidHu 0ioi hey
KD FLD mayou to be puzzled
Z293d& Z293L sO suru to if that is done
cardinal number
Ed= (6"/‘\/675 banme suffix
21 PANS) AN magaru to turn
Bo9< Fo9< massugu straight
7&h WEhe ikikata directions
A < =< Kiku to ask
GRAMMAR

Today we focus on the sentence "# X CTESVZLIDTI N

ga."

(1) TES L) - te-form + morai tai

= oshiete moraitai no desu

This expression includes two grammar points, (i) morai + tai and (ii) te-form of morau, as



mentioned below:

(i) The structure of morai taiis "morai (masu stem of morau) + tai." Taiis the auxiliary
adjectival suffix which is used to express a desire to do something. When using this
grammatical construction, the subject is usually the speaker expressing, either, a desire to
do something or asking the listening party about its desire to do something.

Formation:

Verb. masustem + tai

Verb Class Dictionary Masu Stem Tai English
Form Construction

X5 - Nomu BRd + nomi Rz 0N -

Class | nomitai want to drink
BRS - BA - tabe Bz -

Class |l taberu tabetai want to eat

Class il 93 - suru L - shi L7z0) - shitai wanttodo

(i) te-form + morau

Morau acts as an auxiliary verb when used with the te-form of verbs. The speaker receives
some benefit from something someone does, or someone does something for the subject.

Formation:
[Reciever] wa [giver] ni ([thing] 0) ~te morau.

*Please note the receiveris usually the speaker ora member of his/herin-group. Also,
unlike with the verb morau, kara cannot be used with the -te morau construction.

Therefore, the expression of "te-form + moraitai" is used to express the speaker's desire to
ask someone to do something for the speaker ora member of his/herin-group. It's used in

today's dialog as "# X TESVVZLID T I - oshiete moraitai no desu ga."

(2) DTI - nodesuga

No desu ga is the formal style of no da ga, which is composed of the nominalizer no,
copula and ga which is a conjunction used to join two independent sentences, which

often have contrastive meaning.

No desu ga is used when the speakeris explaining something as an introductory before
coming right to the point such as asking someone to do. In the case of the sentence



below, it should have been followed by the sentence like "#{ X TES5XFIH'\? -
Oshiete moraemasu ka?; could you show it to me?."

HXTESVZLDTIN, BXTESZFTIN?)
Oshiete moraitai no desu ga, (oshiete moraemasu ka?)
| want to know how to get to this youth hostel, (can you please tell it to me?)

Examples:

G IEDESREBENEBSERAITESVLVDTIMN FEHXTESXITIH?)
Anata no keitai denwa no bango o oshiete moraitai no desu ga (oshiete moraemasu ka?)
| want to know your cell phone number, (can you please tell me?)

POBUWIBERTESUWZLVDTI M, AOBEICKTESZFTIN?
Watashi no kaita e o mite moraitai no desu ga, watashi no heya ni kite moraemasu ka?
| want you to take a look at the picture | drew. Can you please come to my room?



