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LESSON NOTES
Japanese for Everyday Life Lower

Intermediate S1#9
Asking Your Neighbor To Keep The
Noise Down
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PERSON A:

Sumimasen, tonari ni sunde iru Sumisu desu ga.

PERSON B: Sumisu-san, domo.

PERSON A: Ano, chotto o-negai ga aru n desu ga...

PERSON B: A, nan desho ka?

PERSON A: Uchi ni wa, chiisai kodomo ga imasu node, dekireba, yoru no ja-ji
ikd wa mo sukoshi shizuka ni shite moraeru to tasukarimasu.

PERSON B: A, wakarimashita. Go-meiwaku o o-kake shite moshiwake arimaesn
deshita.

ENGLISH

PERSON A: Excuse me, I'm your neighbor Smith.

PERSON B: Ms. Smith, hi.

PERSON A: Well... can | ask you a favor?

PERSON B: Oh, whatis it?

PERSON A: If you can be a little more quiet for me, that would be helpful
because we have little kids.

PERSON B: Oh, sure. I'm so sorry to be a bother.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English




i 't/ N0 tonari next to, next door to
TENE TEINE dekireba if possible
trouble, bother,
KK HLH< meiwaku annoyance
thereafter, since,
LA We> iko from- onward, after
5&D0& 5&D0& chotto a bit, a little
EO\(7X) L FH\(K) shizuka(na) quiet, peaceful
to be saved, to be
B3 cghd tasukaru helpful
55 55 uchi house, home

SAMPLE SENTENCES

BEDRMAB TRRIT,

Tonari no ie ga kaji de moeta.

The house next door burned down in a fire.

TENE. ROI0BLAEEE. €50 LED
(CLTESRBEHMNDIET,

Dekireba, yoru no ju-ji ikb wa mé sukoshi shizuka
ni shite moraeru to tasukarimasu.

If you can be a little more quiet for me, that would
be helpful.

RREHNT T, IHET A,

Meiwaku o kakete sumimasen.

I’m sorry to have been such trouble.

FNLRE, BHESDTULIEL,

Sore ko, kare to atte inai.

Since then, | haven't met him.

5&2&. IHFIEFA

Chotto, sumimasen.

Excuse me for a minute.

FEMcLTLIES L,

Shizuka ni shite kudasai.

Please be quiet.

TENE. BOLI0BLIEEIE. £S5V UEN
(CULTESZRBEMNDIET,

Dekireba, yoru no ju-ji ikb wa mé sukoshi shizuka
ni shite moraeru to tasukarimasu.

If you can be a little more quiet for me, that would
be helpful.

R (D5) DELEDICKFTVR (LX) W
&3,

Uchi no tonari ni Okii ie ga aru.

There's a big house next to our home.




VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

A useful phrase for asking people a favor

5 &> EFEUVDNRSB DA T I M (chotto o-negai ga aru n desu ga) "Canlask you a
favor?"

This is a phrase used when you try to ask people a favor. 5 & D & (chotto) means "a little" or
"a bit." HFEVVRE D (0-negai ga aru) means "l have a favor to ask." As we learned in Lesson
8, A CI M (ndesu ga) is used for explaining the situation and soften the expression. So
together, 5 & D & HFELDNE D A TI I (chotto o-negai ga aru n desu ga) means "Can |
ask you a favor?" You can also say 5 & D & HFEL\MRdr S DT M (chotto o-negai ga aru
no desu ga). A, C9 I (n desu ga) and DT I 1 (no desu ga) are interchangeable.

Useful phrases for giving the reason why you're ask people to be

SBICIE. BV WVWFEEMULSB (uchiniwa chiisai kodomo ga iru) "'l have small
children”

S5 (uchi) means "my home" or "my family." ~7\0\3 (... ga iru) is a phrase used to indicate
the existence of animate (usually living) objects. So D5 (C(d. EVETWVFEEMUD (uchi

ni wachiisai kodomo ga iru) literally means "There are small children in my home" but
naturally "I have small children."

FEERBIETRI0KIC (IS (kodomo tachi wa yoru ji-ji ni wa neru) "My children go
to bed by 10 o'clock at night."

When you say FE E 25 (IR 1065 (C D (Kodomo tachi wa yoru ji-ji ni neru.) it means
"My children go to bed at 10 o'clock at night." But when you say F & £ 5 (3® 10 (C (S

™ 3 (Kodomo tachi wa yoru ji-ji ni wa neru it means "My children go to bed by 10 o'clock at
night."

B, BE<BIE(FNIEL S (asa hayaku okinakereba naranai) "l have to get up
early in the morning."

As we learned in Lesson 8, &z [V] + K (FNIE7E S7L0)\ (nakereba naranai) means "l have
to [V]." So 8H. BRI L(INIEELSLU) means "l have to get up early in the morning."

B. RTHEE L TUL S (yoru ie de shigoto o shite iru) "l work at home at night."

CUL\SD (teiru) basically means that an action is progressing at the present time and that
someone or something is keeping that action in the same state. But in this context, TU\3 (te
iru) refers to someone's habit. So, ®. K TIEEZ L TL\D (yoru, ie de shigoto o shite iru)



means "l work at home at night."

GRAMMAR

Key Expression forthis Lesson:to Ask Your Neighborto Keep the Noise Down
TohiE. RIOKLEE, €D UBNNCLTESRBEBIMD T T,
"If you could be a bit more quiet after 10 at night, that would be helpful."

TENIL (dekireba) means "if possible." So when you ask people a favor, using TENIE
(dekireba) makes the sentence moderate and polite. As we learned in lesson 6, LARE (iko)
means "after," so &1 0BFLABE (yoru ja-ji ik6) means "after 10 at night." ©24*L means
"a bit more." The next phrase B#H\C LU TE 5 X B & (shizuka ni shite moraeru to) can be
devided into three parts. B#M\C U T (shizuka ni shite)is a te-form of the verb B#MMC T B
(shizuka ni suru). 5 X3 (moraeru) is a potential form of an auxiliary verb €5 2 (morau)
which means "someone will do something for me." So &H\MC LU TE S XD (shizuka ni
shite moraeru) means "you will be quiet for me (so | can take a quiet moment)." & (to) is a
conditional conjunction, so the phrase B2\ L CTE 5 X B & (shizuka ni shite moraeru to)
is followed by the next phrase BOD\D E 9 (tasukarimasu) which means "that would be
helpful " Altogether, it forms a polite request, CENIE. 10BLIE(G. €SP UERN(C

LTESRBDEBMD T (dekireba, yoru jd-ji ikd wa mo sukoshi shizuka ni shite
moraeru to tasukarimasu.) which means "If you could be a bit more quiet after 10 at
night, that would be helpful." You can use the sentence pattern [te-form of verb]
moraeru to tasukarimasu when you ask people a favor politely.

Structure
moraeru to tasukari
masu.

<EPFADM BI\D F
TS + E52xd + & + g
BENC L BV FE
< 525 = g
sh{zukan/ moraeru to tasukarim
shite asu.

Examples:



1. ESDUEBNMCLTESXRDERNDIET,
ESTCULULFMNMCLTESRDETZINDIET,
"If you could be a bit more quiet, that would be helpful."

2. FLOTESRBEMMNDIT,

TOlE>TEHRDEZINDZET,
"If you can help me, that would be helpful."

5. BRI TICEEEZEXOTESRBEBMNDIET,
HURRETICLLBVEHSSK ODTESRBERINDET,

"If you can send the documents by tomorrow, that would be helpful."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Space is at a Premium in Tokyo

Japan is notrich in land, and especially the houses in cities like Tokyo are narrow. As they
don't have much space, many high-rise apartment buildings are being constructed lately. If
you are going to live in an apartmentin cities like Tokyo, residents should make an effort to be
quiet for each other.



