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INTRODUCTION

Becky:Hi everyone! Welcome back to JapanesePod101.com. This is Japanese for
Everyday Life Lower Intermediate Series, Lesson 2 - Changing Seats in a Japanese
Restaurant.

Kaori: CAICE(E ! hiEER T9 ! Hi everyone, Kaori Furuhashi here!

Becky:I'm Becky. In this lesson, you'll learn a useful skill for the restaurant: How to
request to a seating change.

Kaori:Becky TA. LXES VT, BICRATINLESE, MDFICERTES>RCE
(FHDFTIH,

Becky:Yes, | often request to change my seat. Usually, | want to sit by the window.
Kaori: 25T &1 BEAIDFERZENTULZS, BAIDKEICEDZWLWTT L1,
Becky:So, if you see a seat by the window available, and want to sit there, what would
you say?

Kaori: Z2 WD Hd. THDRERBIDBETEVWVWTIN, | EEVWTHEL & D,
Becky:"Would that seat over there by the window be OK?” Furuhashi-sensei, can you
repeat it?

Kaori: (L) THDOBRBIODBETEVVTI N, |

MODEL DIALOG

Becky:Listen to the dialogue and participate when prompted by speaking aloud in
Japanese. Use the patterns of Japanese you studied in the Beginner-level lessons.
After you speak, you'll hear a model line of dialogue. Your answer does not need to be
exactly the same, but do compare your response to the model line.

In this lesson, you will play the role of a customer at a restaurant. Your goal is to
request a different seat in the restaurant.

Becky: (You enter a restaurant. )

Restaurant staff: (W52 L W\WE R, AIBERTIH,

Becky:(The maitre d' asked you how many people are in your group. Answer with “4
people.”)

(pause)

Customer: 4 ATTY,

Restaurant staff: Z2¥EfE CIERE. E55MEBLVTIH,

Becky:(The maitre d' asked whether you would like a non-smoking or a smoking seat.
Say, "a non-smoking seat, please.")

(pause)

Person A: BEFE = HREVLE T,
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staff: (F0L\. Tld. CBEHSANEDSZE,

Becky:(You aren't happy with the seat he has shown you. You see another open table
by the window. Ask if that seat over there by the window would be okay.

(pause)

Person A: & DEBIDETELWTI N,

Restaurant staff: (L), AXKTY, £5%F,

VOCABULARY AND PHRASES RELATED TO THIS TASK

Becky:Here are some useful words and phrases for this task. The first word is,
Kaori: ZREE

Becky:non-smoking seats

Kaori:ZEfE (slow), ZEWERE

[E2HE

Becky:smoking seats

Kaori: B2 (slow), [ERMEEE

Kaori:Z< DL XA +S VT, BEREBREFERDHINTVNET, TIHS, LIRS
VICABET, RERECEER. E55MRKIVNEMET K.

Becky:Right. Many restaurants separate smoking from non-smoking seats, so, when
you first enter, you will be asked whether you would like a non-smoking seat (J:Z2/EJ%)
or a smoking seat (J:[E2JEEF)

Becky:The next one is,

Kaori: R8I DfE

Becky:a seat by the window

Kaori: &

Becky:window

Kaori:{Hl

Becky:beside

Kaori: &1

Becky:beside the window

Kaori: Rl (slow), Z{H|

Kaori: ZEIDE

Becky:a seat by the window

Kaori:L X SV TlE. BRIDFEE. AKDHDETI L1,

Becky:That's right, seats by the window really are popular at restaurants. Also,
especially in Japan, people often like to get a seat in the back of a restaurant.
Kaori:BRDE

Becky:a seat in the



back

Kaori: B

Becky:back

Kaori:B& (slow), B

Kaori:BRD &

Becky:a seat in the back

Becky:Okay, what are some other kinds of restaurant seats?

Kaori: 1D V5 —&

Becky:a seat at the counter

Kaori: 1O V5 —f&(slow). NV —fE

Kaori: 5 — L&

Becky:a seat at a table

Kaori:=—JIVE, T—JIUE

Kaori: TNDO VA —MFE] TIE>ELS T, T7—=TILOFE] EVLWSEBEKRTOMDONET,
Becky:Right, this expression for table seat is used in cases when you want to clearly
specify a seat that is not at the counter.

Kaori:\ J 7 — &

Becky:a sofa seat.

Kaori:V I 7—&. YI7—&

Becky:These are not so common at restaurants, but bars often have sofa seats.
Kaori:Z5>Td 1, /\—(cld. &< VI7—EHRHDFTT L13

Becky:Some Japanese restaurants have tatami rooms. The word for a seat in a tatami
room is,

Kaori: FEEE

Kaori: EEEY

Becky:tatami mat room

Kaori: BRI

Becky:a seat in a tatami mat room

Kaori:BEELfE (slow), BEEE

Kaori:BEE (Becky: Japanese style pub) (C[d. &K< CHEEFENRHD T T Ko
Becky:Right, tatami room seats are common in izakaya. Lastly, if you don’t know what
to call a seat in Japanese, you can use the word meaning “that place” you see over
there.

Kaori:&pEZ. H»EC (slow), HEC

Becky:You can use this handy word while pointing at a particular place. Kaori: > T9
R IBTILENS, [HEC] EEVFLED,
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Becky:Now, this task requires a key question, "Would that seat over there by the
window be OK?”

Kaori: &5 DAEBIDFE TELLTI HY,

Becky:The first part of this sentence is the phrase "That seat over there by the
window."

Kaori: & DRI DE

Becky:It may be helpful to make some gesture when saying this.

Kaori: TREINE ] 2IETIELENS., THOREAIDFE] EEVWFL &£ D,
Becky:While you point with a finger at a seat by the window, say (J: & DREINFE) .
Becky:Next is a phrase meaning "would [something] be okay?

Kaori: CEULLTI hHY,

Becky:Together, they make the question, "Would that seat over there by the window
be okay ?"

Kaori: s DRERBIDFETEVLTI H,

Becky:The structure to ask whether something is okay, then, is

Kaori: %58 & /z(3R5EE (Becky: noun or noun phrase) + T LWWTEHY CNid.
FAEESSESTICRLHENET,

Becky:Yes, you can often use this to get permission.

Becky: Imagine that, instead of a window seat, you see an available sofa seat. Ask if
that sofa seat (J: ¥ 7 7 — &) over there would be OK.

Kaori:&p MYV T 7 —ETELVWTI O,

Becky:Next, ask if a counter seat (J: 179> —J&) over there would be OK.
(pause)

Kaori:&DANDO VB —ETEVWLTI D,

Becky:Now, you are pointing at a seat. Ask if that place over there would be OK?
Kaori:&p ZZ CELILTI H

Becky:Would that place be OK?

TIP

Becky:Now, another way of asking the question, (J:&HDEBIDFETEWVNWVNTIT N, )is
Kaori: & DRBIDFE(CES> TELWTI HY.

Becky:Would it be OK to sit at that seat over there by the window?

Kaori: & DRBIDFE(CES> TELWTI HY.

Becky:This sentence uses the verb for "to sit" and so places more emphasis on the
action of sitting. The structure for asking if it would be OK to do something is,
Kaori:EhZAMDte-form (Becky: te-form of averb) + € L\LTI H\,

Becky:When you use a verb in this structure, you need to use the “te-form”, like (J: EE
D C) which is the te-form of a verb meaning “to sit” (J: EED).



Kaori: 5 DERBINFEICEES> TELWTIH,

Becky:This structure (J: TEULILVTI D) can be used in any number of situations
where you need to ask if it’s alright to do something. For example, when you're not
sure where to pay at a restaurant, but want to see if you can pay at the table, you can
ask “Would it be OK to pay here?”

Kaori:Z C CXIAD TEWLWTI O\,

PRACTICE OF DIALOG

Becky:Now try to participate in the dialogue using some alternative words you learned
in this lesson. This time you will play the role of a person who wants a seat in the back
(J: BRODRE) of a restaurant. Use as many of the expressions you learned in this lesson
as possible. Let's get started!

Becky:(You enter a restaurant. )

Restaurant staff: (N5 2> L W\WEE, AIBEKRTIH,

Becky:(The maitre d' asked you how many people are in your group. Answer with “4
people.”)

(Person A: pause)

Model : 4ATT, v

Restaurant staff: ZMEE EBRERF. E5508ESLVTIH,

Becky:(The maitre d' asked whether you would like a non-smoking or a smoking seats.
Say, “a smoking seat, please.”)

(Person A: pause)

Model : BERE & HFELL XTI,

Restaurant staff: (FL). Tld. CESAEDE,

Becky:(You're not happy with the table you were shown to. Ask if you can sit at
another seat over there in the back.)

(Person A: pause)

Model: ZDEDFETEVVTI N,

Restaurant staff: (&0L), KXKTI, £S5%,

Becky:How did you do? There are actually a large number of variations you can use in
this situation. Make sure to look for them in the lesson notes.

OUTRO

Becky:Okay, That’s all for this lesson.



Kaori: LA +SVT. BEZXTES>eCEl@HDIE TN, IXYRRTH R T
20\,

Becky:In the next lesson, you'll learn how to order a pizza delivery over the phone.
Kaori: ZNTlEE 2 !

Becky:See you all next time!



