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ROMANIZATION

TEN IN: Hai, Majikku ba 101 de gozaimasu.

MIKADO Raisht mokuyobi no yoyaku o suru koto wa dekimasu ka.
MITSURU: Shichi-ji kara ni-mei desu.

TEN IN: Hai, daijobu desu.

MIKADO Ja, yoyaku o o-negai shimasu.

MITSURU: Ato kipon o tsukau koto ga dekimasu ka.

TEN IN: Hai, daijobu desu.

MIKADO Sore kara, tanjobi majikku o tanomu koto to kinen satsuei o suru
MITSURU: koto wa dekimasu ka.

CONT'D OVER



7. TENIN:

Moshiwake gozaimasen ga, shashin o toru koto wa dekimasen.
Sore kara kyanseru o suru koto, jikan o kaeru koto mo dekimasen
ga, daijobu desu ka.

s. MIKADO A, mondai arimasen.
MITSURU:
ENGLISH

1 CLERK: Hello, Magic Bar 1017

> MITSURU Hi, can | make a reservation for Thursday of next week? It's for two
MIKADO: at 700.

5 CLERK: That'll be fine.

4+ MITSURU Okay, then I'd like to make a reservation. Also, can | use a coupon?
MIKADO:

5. CLERK: That's no problem.

5. MITSURU Okay. Also, can | request some birthday magic and also have a
MIKADO: commemorative picture taken?

7 CLERK: I'm sorry, but we can't take pictures. You also won't be able to

cancel or change your reservation time. Is this alright?

s MITSURU That's not a problem.
MIKADO:

VOCABULARY

Kanji Kana Romaji English




memory,

e ERA kinen commemoration
commemorative
SORIRE FRATDXL) kinensatsuei photo, ceremonial
photo
—RY —RY kdpon coupon
FvLiL Fv v kyanseru cancel
=8 EARL mondai problem
£2x3 ANV &) kaeru to change
=2 D% satsuei photography
| IO tanomu to ask, to request;V1
#L4 H AL &DTU tanjobi birthday
Ed) DHS tsukau to use; V1
Bigi &LL< yoyaku reservation, booking
EE Ly UA shashin picture
SAMPLE SENTENCES
mRUFEBEVT LR, EREEE LI L&D,

Kinen kitte o kaimashita.

| bought some commemorative stamps.

K/nen satsuei o shimasho.

Let's take a commemorative picture.

—RVEBESCEMTELTN,

Kdpon o tsukau koto ga dekimasu ka.

Can | use a coupon?

FHRDF v EILESEOLET,

Yoyaku no kyanseru o onegai shimasu.

Please cancel my reservation.

CDREREIE. EOEDRITIEVER S,

Kono mondai wa, nakanaka tokenai to omou.

I don't think | can solve this problem easily.

[EREMEEL X D,

Tennai soshoku o kaeru.

(') change the store's interior design.




EERBREEIBDCEEITEITIN,

Kinen satsuei o suru koto wa dekimasu ka.

Is it possible to take a commemorative picture?

LS, MOACEEATLSIZESE0,

Isogashii kara hoka no hito ni tanonde kudasai.

I'm busy, so please ask somebody else.

HEHFVNDTIH,

Tanjo-bi wa itsu desu ka.

When is your birthday?

ISV EDENTIRETO,

Furasshu o tsukawanaide kudasai.

Do not use flash please.

fER. FH&ELE LI,

Kind, yoyaku o shimashita.

| made a reservation yesterday.

BERE&HR>TLIET L,

Shashin o totte kudasai.

Please take a picture.

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is Ability

RBAEBADFHNE 52 &ETE L 9N,

Raishu mokuyobi no yoyaku o suru koto wa dekimasu ka.
Can I make a reservation for Thursday of next week?

The grammar point for this lesson is ~ koto ga dekimasu (C EINTE F 9) whichis a

phrase used to express possibility or to ask about permission, meaning it is equivalent to

"can" or "be able to". koto (C &) is a nominalizer and it follows a verb in the plain

dictionary form.

Formation

This construction can be formed by attaching koto (C &) to the dictionary form of the

chosen verb, marking it with the particle ga, and completing the sentence with the verb

dekimasu(CEZ9).

[ (Topic) + dictionary form of verb + koto ga dekimasu ]

(FAF) K CEMTEET,
(Watashi wa) oyogu koto ga dekimasu.
(I) can swim.

(BIIRSCEMNTEET,

(Tori wa) tobu koto ga dekimasu.



(Birds) can fly.

To indicate that something cannot be done, we simply use the negative dekimasen (G &
FHA) inplace of dekimasu(TEFF ).

FlF) TS VXBEFEICEMNTETIEA,
(Watashi wa) furansu-go o hanasu koto ga dekimasen.
(I) can't speak French.

® Note: The dictionary form of dekimasu (CE X 9) is dekiru (CE B).
Formal: -C EMTE X 9 [ koto ga dekimasu ]
Informal: -C EMTE S [ koto ga dekiru]

Comparison

Let's compare this new potential construction with some regular sentences that we
already know.

I swim/I will swim.
Formal: FAIEXETE I, [ Watashi wa oyogimasu.]
Informal: FAILIX <, [ Watashi wa oyogu. ]

| can swim/I'm able to swim.
Formal: AKX C EMTE XY, [ Watashi wa oyogu koto ga dekimasu. |

Informal: FAIEIXKS C EMTE D, [ Watashi wa oyogu koto ga dekiru. |

Examples from this lesson

Examples from this dialog:

. HED—RIEBESCEMTEIIN,
Ato kiipon o tsukau koto ga dekimasu ka.
Also, can | use a coupon?

> HURCTVIEAN, BEEEDCEIFTEIEA,
Moshiwake gozaimasen ga, shashin o toru koto wa dekimasen.
I'm sorry, but we can't take pictures.

Sample Sentences:



. RIFTINVSVVEESCENTEFET,

Boku wa furu marason o hashiru koto ga dekimasu.
| can run a full marathon.

0. DOCIFERBEFZFICENTETET,
Noriko wa eigo o hanasu koto ga dekimasu.
Noriko can speak English.

Language Tips

@® Please note that ~koto ga dekimasu is flexible like the English "can" in that they can be
used to talk about both ones ability and to ask for permission. Compare these two
sentences:

1. BAEPEKS CEMRTETET,
[ Watashi wa oyogu koto ga dekimasu. |
| can swim (meaning | have the ability to swim)

2. FFCCTHELS CEFTEETIN?
[ Watashi wa koko de oyogu koto wa dekimasu ka. |
Can | swim here? (asking if it is okay to swim here)

® Note that with negative sentences and questions, wa can be used in place of ga.

Fr oI ETDCEITE EF A, [ Kvanseru o suru koto wa dekimasen. ]
B2BEE IBCEIFTEF ID., [ Kinensatsuei o suru koto wa dekimasu ka. |



