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ROMANIZATION

SEITO: Mainichi enerugi ga ariamatte iru n desu ga, do shitara ii desu ka.
SENSEI: Sore nara, takusan ryoko ni itta ho ga ii yo.

SEITO: Ryoko ka... demo jugyo ga arimasu.

SENSEI: Dewa, takusan renai o shita ho ga ii yo.

SEITO: Renai ka... koko danshiko desu yo.

SENSEI: Ja, takusan hon o yonda ho ga ii yo.

SEITO: Hon ka... ja sassoku, natsuyasumi ni toshokan no hon o katappashi

kara yonde mimasu.

ENGLISH

STUDENT: | have so much energy left over everyday. What should | do?
TEACHER: Then you should take lots of trips.

STUDENT: Trips?...But | have class.

TEACHER: Then you should enjoy a lot of romantic relationships.
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5. STUDENT:

Relationships?....But this is an all boys school.

5. TEACHER: Then you should read a lot of books.
7. STUDENT: Books... Okay. I'll start reading library books left and right over
summer break.
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
love, love-making,
PN NAEL renai passion, emotion,
affections
R CwEFsd jugyo lesson, class work
iy D&ETS ryokd travel, trip
HDRD HOHED ariamaru to be in excess
BFR ZALCZS danshiko boys' school
ES2 EL DA toshokan library
absolutely every little
Foighs hzoELHh 5 katappashikara bit, everything from A
to Z,
GRAMMAR

Today's grammar point is hd ga ii which is a Japanese expression used to make a
suggestion, roughly equivalent to the English expression "(you) should..." or "(you)'d

better..."

Strictly speaking, there are three patterns for using ho ga ii.

(i) to suggest that someone do something

ABBICEBEAELIZIESMUVNK,



Taro ni denwa shita ho ga ii yo.
You should call Taro.

(i) to suggest to yourself that you do something.

AEBICEBELEZIEFSMOLWHEL &,
Tard ni denwa shita ho ga ii ka na.
| wonder if | should call Taro.

(iii) to make a general statement that people should do something

BROE®(C. BHCIEARBAREZIEDSNLVWTT,
Kenkd no tame ni, asa go-han wa tabeta hé ga ii desu.
To stay healthy, you should eat breakfast.

In today's dialog, we have three examples which all fall into (i) category.

When used to make a suggestion about what one *should* do, usually the plain past
affirmative form of a verb comes before ho ga ii. But, particularly in the case (iii) above,
non-past affirmative forms of the verb can be used before hé ga ii. Please note that it is
most common to use the plain past affirmative form.

However, when making a suggestion about what one *should not* do, hé ga ii follows
negative verbs in the non-past form, like nai hé ga ii.

Formation:

*\erb. plain past + hd ga ii
BAREZIESMU); tabeta ho ga ii; had better eat

*\/erb. negative non-past + hé ga ii
BARIEWE S MUY tabenai hé ga ii; had better not eat

Examples:

BEASFELKHEDzVWES, BHF v v FR—ILZE ULIZIESHV0K,
Yakyu ga umaku naritai nara, mainichi kyacchi boru o shita ho ga ii yo.
If you want to be good at baseball, you gotta play catch everyday.

MDD ZSENS. NEZFF > TULDIEDHLI),
Ame ga furisd da kara, kasa o motte itta ho ga ii.
Since it looks like it's gonna rain, you better take an umbrella.

ADEOFVDILWVNE S ALY,
Hito no waruguchi wa iwanai ho ga ii.
You shouldn't say bad things about people.



