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ROMANIZATION

NATSUKO: Miki-chan, shiken wa do deshita ka?
MIKI: S6 desu ne. Shiken wa...
SUZUKI: Rakusho deshita. Honto ni kantan deshita. Tonikaku yoku

dekimashita. Nijuppun de owarimashita.

MIKI: He? Ano shiken wa muzukashikatta desu. Monosugoku taihen
deshita. Ichijikan hotondo zenbu tsukaimashita yo. Nantoka ma ni
aimashita kedo ne.

NATSUKO: Watashi mo ano shiken wa muzukashikatta to omoimasu.

SUZUKI: Ma ne, atama ga nibui hito mo imasu kara ne. Dewa, shitsuré
shimasu.

NATSUKO: Nani? Suzuki-kun wa tondemonai hito desu ne.

ENGLISH

NATSUKO: Miki, how was the test?
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> MIKI: Mmm, the test was...

5. SUZUKI: Piece of cake! It was really easy. Anyway, | did really well. | was
done in 20 minutes.
4. MIKI: Huh? That test was difficult. It was incredibly hard. | used almost all
of the hour. Somehow | made it though.
5 NATSUKO: | also think that test was difficult.
5. SUZUKI: Well, we can't all be the brightest crayons in the box. Well, I'l
excuse myself now.
7. NATSUKO: What? Suzuki is a real jerk.
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
easy win, piece of
e 5< L&D rakusho el
EATEELL tondemonai unbearable
term of endearment
<h kun (see note)
term of endearment
O gBEL surudoi to be sharp, keen
0 (230N nibui dull, slow
A& hH IEA EH nantoka somehow
e FEAE hotondo almost; mostly
TFMLL TFHL muzukashii difficult
L] WMATEA kantan easy, simple; Adj(na)




KLTEFLUIC yoku dekimashita well done

SAMPLE SENTENCES

RUE. BERENH, ®F. BODOT, BEEIDLICE>TESRD
Kanojo wa shikisai kankaku ga surudoi. 8 YA AR

Kare wa nibui no de témawashi ni ittemo

She has a keen sense of color. ) .
kizukanai.

He's a bit slow, so he doesn't get things when we
say them indirectly.

FELITHEAENEZTEITT. Do, BHAGEEI#HL LTI,

Sotsugyd made nantoka kogi tsukete, yokatta. Nihon-go wa muzukashii desu.
I'm glad that | somehow managed to graduate. Japanese is difficult.
HAREIEETI N,

Nihongo wa kantan desu ka.

Is Japanese easy?

GRAMMAR

Today's grammar point is the past plain form of /" and "na" adjectives. In this lesson the
past plain form is covered, but creation of the past polite form of adjectives is very easy
once conjugation to the past tense has been carried out. The past polite tense of
adjectives is created by following the past plain form of an adjective with the present
polite tense of the copula, "desu." However, the conjugation of adjectives to the past
tense is one of the most difficult topics in Japanese; below conjugation is looked at
further.

i-adjective Drop the L\(i) Add H\ > fz(katta) Add T 9 (desu)
(1P — () (EAP+0\ D /= haya [ED/c+TT
B0 hayai haya — i +katta hayakatta+desu

(was early)




- 0) g+ o/csamu SEH2/E+TT
() samui samu — i +katta samukatta+desu
(was cold

A quick and dirty way of conjugating would be to replace the final i of an i-adjective with
"katta" and "katta desu" for the polite past.

SHIEFRLWTE, FEHIEEMNDTZ,
* Kyo wa suzushii kedo, kind wa samukatta.
It's cool today, but it was cold yesterday.

To make this sentence into the polite past tense, simply follow the final adjective with the
polite form of the copula, "desu."

Comparatively, the past form of a na-adjective is easy.

Add the past Add the past
Drob the na- plain tense of plain tense of
na-adjective P the copula the copula (polite)
copula )
(informal)
L e — 7L B+ o )z BE+ L/
kantan na kantan — na kantan+datta kantan+deshita
FEL HFE 7L FEF+]E D suki FE+TUJZ suki
suki na suki — na +datta +deshita

Sample sentence
FER (FERDVE D T2,

Yube wa shizuka datta.
It was quiet last night.



