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LESSON NOTES

Beginner #1
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KAN]JI

KANA

1 EDC:

WHELT, FAIEFCTT, BELKHSELLET,

PHEL T, FAFE—F—TY, ELKSBLLZET,

FUHFTLT, DL [FEDC T, ALK FRML LET,

FUHFILT, DL [FE=H—TT, £BL HFRML LE
ER

ROMANIZATION

1 NATSUKO: Hajimemashite. Watashi wa Natsuko desu. Yoroshiku onegai
shimasu.
> PITA: Hajimemashite. Watashi wa Pita desu. Yoroshiku onegai shimasu.
ENGLISH
1 NATSUKO: Nice to meet you. | am Natsuko. Please be kind to me.
> PETER: Nice to meet you. | am Peter. Please be kind to me.
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English




Nice to meet you

MHFILT FCHILT hajimemashite
Esfs c<EE kokuseki nationality
i HEZ namae name
katakana (Japanese
writing system used
iR h\e HVd katakana orimarily for
borrowed words)
CrdHi Cr bt jane Bye.
Flch Fleh mata ne See you (again)
TLIOES TLOES sayonara Good bye.
person, used as a
A CA jin suffix for nationality
TR TR Indo India
F—SUT F—SUT Osutoraria Australia
T1TFURX T1FUR girisu England
nrs nrs Kanada Canada
PXAUN AU Amerika America
KB UL HRMUL yoroshiku onegai
BUSHBEWLET F9 shimasu Please be kind to me
y 70\ Nz L watashi [, me
SF:N (CIEA Nihon Japan

SAMPLE SENTENCES

NHE LT AFRTA

Hajimemashite, Tanaka-san

Nice to meet you, Mr./Ms. Tanaka

EFEE 77 AVUNATY,

Kokuseki wa Amerika desu.

My nationality is America.




EFEFECTTD,

Kokuseki wa doko desu ka?

What is your nationality?

BRI A—EETY,

Namae wa Suzuki Ichiro desu.

My name is Ichiro Suzuki.

FiR&. DD I EA.

Katakana, wakarimasen.

| don't understand Katakana.

Ur»dta. 7z, BHH.

ja ne, mata, ashita.

See you tomorrow!

BAR. 7213,

Ashita mata ne.

See you tomorrow again.

SLOES. Fe. BAH,

Sayonara, mata, ashita.

Good bye, see you tomorrow.

FMETSIILATT, FEF1rYRATT,
Watashi wa Burajirujin desu. Watashi wa Indojin desu.
I'm Brazilian. I'm Indian.
MEF—XZUTPATY, EFTFIIATT,

Watashi wa Osutorariajin desu.

Watashi wa Igirisujin desu.

I'm Australian. I'm British.
FEFHFSFATT, FETAXIHATY,
Watashi wa Kanadajin desu. Watashi wa Amerikajin desu.
I'm Canadian I'm American.
FFEFmATT, BEUSHEVLIE T, FETFETI,

Watashi wa Suzuki desu. Yoroshiku onegai
shimasu.

I'm Suzuki. Nice to meet you.

Watashi wa Suzuki desu.

I'm Suzuki.

HE(E. BATY,

Shusshin wa Nihon desu.

I'm from Japan.

GRAMMAR

Today's lesson introduced a few standard greetings that can be used when meeting



someone for the first time. Below are a few notes that go more in-depth into these
greetings.

"Hajimemashite" is an expression used when meeting someone for the first time and has
the literal meaning of "the first time." As can be seen from context, this is roughly
equivalent to the English "nice to meet you" and has been translated as such.

The expression "yoroshiku onegai shimasu." is translated here as "please be kind to me,"
and it is generally inferred that the favor will be returned. This is commonly used as the
final phrase when introducing yourself, or after making a request, etc. The contextual
meaning of this expression can vary widely, soit is often required to take a case-by-case
approach when translating it.

Following are two more very useful phrases introduced in today's lesson.

Japanese Kana Romanization English

NIZUIE[EFR] Watashi wa
FAE[ZEITT, T9. [namae] desu. lam [name].

DEUECKEE  Watashi wa
FS[EFE]TT, ¢ [kokuseki] desu. | am [nationality].

The structure of both of these sentences is identical, with the exception of the name or
nationality. As is often done in Japanese, when the meaning can be clearly derived from
context, dropping "watashi wa" is acceptable in both of these sentences.

For nationalities, just suffix the word jin to the name of the country. For example,
Amerikajin would be American, and Nihonjin would be Japanese.

When introducing yourself, be sure to state your full name. Also, in Japanese, family
names appear before given names.

Forexample:

I R=R - TS047>2V,CTT,
DELIEFTTHT - 50HA,TY,
Watashi wa [Sumisu Buraian] desu.

| am Brian Smith.

When introducing yourself, remember to bow after saying "yoroshiku onegai shimasu." To
bow properly, keep your back straight and bend forward at the waist. How deeply and
how often you bow depends on the situation and social status of the other people you are
meeting.



