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LESSON NOTES
Lower Beginner #8

What's Wrong with this Japanese
Spoon?
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KAN]JI

COLLEAGUE:

KEN:

WAITRESS:

KEN:

WAITRESS:

KEN:

KANA

COLLEAGUE:

KEN:

WAITRESS:

KEN:

WAITRESS:

(lunch place)

SHETLL &<,

AL—F1R & DHLBEEwL - - - <KL\,
KESBRFLEILIV—EXTY, HZEICHDET,
(0o

HEreELELle, AL—31XTY,

CDRT—..0
(Looks at a dirty spoon) T HI A, SNUVEXT—U LTV,

(lunch place)

SHETUVL &<

AL—50X & DHULEEw» - - - <fETL
HFEFELETILITITV—EXTT, HBZECICHDFET,

(Lo

HEreELELle, AL—31XTY,
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KEN:

CDRT—..
(Looks at a dirty spoon) T HFIT B A SNUVEXT—U TV,

ROMANIZATION

COLLEAGUE:

KEN:

WAITRESS:

KEN:

WAITRESS:

KEN:

ENGLISH

COLLEAGUE:

KEN WOOD:

WAITRESS:

(lunch place)

Sakana teishoku.

Karé raisu to tsumetai ocha... kudasai.

Mizu to ocha wa serufu sabisu desu. Asoko ni arimasu.

Hai.

Omatase shimashita. Karé raisu desu.

Kono supun....
(Looks at a dirty spoon) Sumimasen. Kirei na supun kudasai.

(lunch place)

The fish set lunch.

Curry and rice and cold tea...please.

Water and tea are self-serve. They're over there.

CONT'D OVER



5. KEN WOQD: OK.

5. WAITRESS: Sorry for the wait. Here's your curry and rice.
7. KEN WOOD: This spoon... (looks at a dirty spoon) Excuse me. Please give me a
clean spoon.
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
[SRANYN [SRAYAN sakana fish
XP= 2= supln spoon
cold (to the touch),
DTz L DTz tsumetai chilly, icy:Adj(i)
please (give me),
<reel <rEeun kudasai please (do for me)
tea (usually green
TN TNo) Kirei beautiful;Adj(na)
Japanese curry and
AL—351X M—5017 karé raisu rice

SAMPLE SENTENCES

DELESNEERFTEA,

Watashi wa sakana o tabemasen.

| don't eat fish.

RTF—=VUTR=T&ERAIC,

Supdn de sdpu o nonda.

| ate soup with a spoon.

DHVWZILOLTEE L,

Tsumetai miruku kudasai.

Cold milk, please.

NS0 a—kRL<LIEE0,
Kaffe rate no shoto kudasai.

A small cafe latte, please.




HEPEHZECICHDIET, CHDTVIVTEENNTY,

O-cha wa asoko ni arimasu. Kono iyaringu wa kirei desu.

Tea is over there. These earrings are beautiful.

TNDS. AL—317X&RFE U,

Kino, karé raisu o tabemashita.

| had Japanese curry and rice yesterday.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

)L TJY—E X (serufusabisu) "serufusaabisu” (Japanese English)

This is a Japanese-English word, or F1&ZEEE (wasei eigo) made from the English words
"self" and "service." It refers to a system wherein customers help themselves to something,
such as a buffet service, or drinks such as water, tea, and so on.

HFIBLE U, (O-mataseshimashita.)

We use this set phrase in Japanese when we have kept someone waiting. It corresponds to
"I'm sorry to have kept you waiting" or "Thank you for waiting." So, in the lesson dialogue, the
waitress is using this phrase because she wants to be polite to the customer (Ken) about
having kept him waiting. However, it's a standard phrase in Japanese customer service, and it
is used even when the customer has barely waited a few seconds: for example, for their
change in a convenience store.

_ @D (kono)

This word means "this," but please note that while we can use kore, sore, and are,
grammatically speaking, as nouns on their own, we cannot use kono, sono, and ano on their
own. They must precede a noun.

Need to be Followed by a

"English" Can Be Used on Their Own Noun
h C D + [noun]
“this..." kore kono [noun]
zn Z®D + [noun]
"that..." sore sono +[noun]
N HD + [noun]

“that...over there" are ano +[noun]




En ED + [noun]
dore dono +[noun]

"which..."

For Example:

1. (when ordering soup, pointing at the menu):

2. L__;h'< Eé— (/\o
Kore kudasai.
"This, please."

3. CDORX—FLIEST0N,
Kono sipu kudasali.
"This soup, please."

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Usage of Adjectives Followed by Nouns.
SNOERT—=2 <230,

Kirei na supin kudasai.

"Please give me a clean spoon.”

In this lesson, we will learn another usage of adjectives. As you learned in Absolute Beginner

Season 1 Lesson 15, you can use adjectives with the structure [A] wa [adjective] desu, which
means "[A] is [adjective]."

Japanese [A] (Z [adjective] T,
Romanization [A] wa [adjective] desu
"English" "[A]is [adjective]"

In this pattern,
A =the item being talked about (a party, the dog, Japan, sushi, etc.)
B = what you are describing it as (hot, cold, small, fun, interesting, etc.)

This lesson's sentence pattern is for describing a noun with an adjective to say, for example,
"cold water" or "a clean spoon." There are two types of adjectives in Japanese: -i adjectives
and -na adjectives. However, the usages are the same when we use them to describe a



following noun. Please note that -/ adjectives end with -i and -na adjectives end with -na
when they come before nouns.

[i-i adjectives] + [noun]

For Example:

1. DOHlzLy + BT
tsumetai + mizu
"cold water"

o HlzleHhvy + OI—b—
atatakai + kohi
"hot coffee"

*Atatakai literally means "warm," but when it is referring to a drink, it means "hot."
[-na adjectives] + 7% + [noun]

For Example:

. FNN O+ &+ XTP=Y
kirei + na + supudn
"clean  spoon"

0. EXRD 4+ &+ TLUL&KL
tokubetsu + na + teishoku
"special meal set"

Here is the list of /- and na- adjectives. Let's take a look at it!

-iadjectives

Japanese Romanization "English"
dIcizhuy atatakai "warm"
»DL) atsui "hot"
5030\ chiisai "small”

(AR il "good"




HLILL) oishii "delicious”

HHEL) 0OKii "large"

HELSL omoshiroi "interesting”

DTz L) tsumetai "cold"

N30 warui "bad"

90N yasui "cheap"

-na adjectives
Japanese Romanization "English"
RADTE benri na "convenient"
Il ALO2AS daiji na "important"
(APSIAPSYA iroiro na "various"
MATE AL kantan na "easy," "simple"
Sl AYAY kirai na "unlikable"
TNUVL kirei na "clean," "beautiful”
9L suki na "likable"
PS5 HUVE yuumei na "famous”

For Example:

1 Sl O—Ee— <<EE0\,
Atatakai kohi kudasai.
"Hot coffee, please."

o EXRDETULELLS HOHFET H.
Tokubetsu na teishoku arimasu ka.
"Do you have any special meal set?"



3. TEELTERED (T LA TIHY
Suki na tabemono wa nan desu ka.
"What is your favorite food?"

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Japanese Set Meal, Teishoku

Teishoku is the most common style of meal in Japan, especially at lunchtime. It usually has a
main dish, a bowl! of rice, miso soup, and a couple of side dishes. The combination of the
dishes is planned, and itis usually cheaper than ordering these dishes separately. Some
restaurants, called teishokuya, offer free refills of rice and miso soup. Teishoku is seen as a
great help for salaried workers and college students because of its excellent balance of value
for money, volume, and nutrition. If you see a sign reading EE (teishoku) at a restaurant, that
means it has set meals.



