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INTRODUCTION

Jessi: Hi everyone! 13— C9d, Jessi here!

Natsuko: CACBISE  IE DT | Hi everyone, I'm Natsuko.

Jessi: Welcome to Lower Beginner series 1 lesson 6 - Which Floor of this Japanese
Building Do You Live On? So Natsuko, what are we going to learn in this lesson?
Natsuko: In this lesson we're going to learn how to say floor numbers of a building, as
well as how to ask "which floor?" in an elevator.

Jessi: And where does this lesson's dialogue take place?

Natsuko: Emily gets into the elevator in her building, and meets another resident in
there.

Natsuko: CIFEAETEL & Do

Jessi: Let's listen to the dialogue.

POST CONVERSATION BANTER

Jessi: Natsuko, | have a question.

Natsuko: What is it?

Jessi: Well, you know how in the US the floor at ground level is called the "first floor",
but in Europe and Australia it's called the "ground floor"?

Natsuko: Yes?

Jessi: Well, in Japan is it American or European style?

Natsuko: We say —[& for the floor at ground level, or "first floor"... so | guess lt's
American style!

Jessi: We'll be looking at this in more detail later on, but f& in Japanese means "floor".
So Natsuko, in Tokyo there are lots of department stores with a few floors that go quite
deep underground, but how would you call these in Japanese?

Natsuko: We say literally "Underground 1", "Underground 2" and so on. "Underground"
is ', which literally means "ground" "below". So the floor directly under —Fg&, first
floor, would be it F—F&. The next would be T~ —F&. And so on!

Jessi: Did you get all that? (5€) Now let's move on to look at the vocabulary and
phrases for this lesson.

KEY VOCAB AND PHRASES

Jessi: Let's have a closer look at the usuage for some of the words and phrases from
this lesson. What's the first word we're looking at today ?

Natsuko: P&

Jessi: "Floor". We'll cover these later on in more detail, but in Japanese, whenever you



count anything, you have to use a word called a "counter". Objects have different

counters depending on their shape, size, characteristics, and so on. & is one of the

easier counters to remember because it corresponds directly to the English "floor".

Natsuko, in the dialogue Emily said...

Natsuko: P\, SRM/VLE T,

Jessi: "Fourth floor, please". She said & A D\ for "fourth floor". Let's run through the

floors one to ten now. First though, do you remember the numbers 1 - 10 in Japanese?

See if you can say them quickly now.

Natsuko: (wait 10 secs) Did you remember them all? L\5 (. TA LA & 3L
g1E 35 Ew>S UwD

Jessi: Now to say "first floor, second floor" and so on, all you do is add 5A\U\ after the

number. Note that the pronunciation of certain numbers can change when one of these

counters is added, so be careful!

Natsuko: L\ D H\0)

Jessi: first floor. Be careful, because you can’t say L5 H\\. It has to be LY D H\).

Next is...?

Natsuko: (C7H\0)

Jessi: Second floor

Natsuko: &AM or T A D)

Jessi: Third floor

Natsuko: & A DV0N

Jessi: Fourth floor. Be careful - you can't say LA\ !

Natsuko: &H\0)

Jessi: Fifth floor

Natsuko: 3 D H\(L)

Jessi: Sixth floor. It's not 5 < H\0) but 3 D H\\.

Natsuko: 77k H\0)

Jessi: Seventh floor. You can't say L 5A\W).

Natsuko: (5D or ([F DD\

Jessi: Eighth floor

Natsuko: & S0\

Jessi: Ninth floor

Natsuko: U rp 27D\

Jessi: Tenth floor. Note it's not U 2/ but U DA\,

Natsuko: Right. Remember that the numbers 1, 6, and 10 are irregular.

Lo H, 325\, and U DAV

Jessi: And finally, how do we ask "which floor?"

Natsuko: 7 A H\0)

Jessi: Not 7K(C D\ but 7ZEA B\ Now in the dialogue we heard Mr. Hayashi say

the number of his



apartment.

Natsuko: 4 0 2 B=.

Jessi: "Apartment 402". The word for "apartment" here is 5%, which literally means
"number room". In English we say "Room 402" or "Apartment 402", but in Japanese
the word for "Room" or "Apartment" comes after the number.

Natsuko: To ask "Which room number?" or "Which apartment?" you say A S LD
TIh,

Jessi: Note also that if the room number has a 0 in the middle, you usually pronounce
this &3 (which literally means "circle") instead of [,

Natsuko: That's right.

Jessi: You can check out more details on room numbers in the lesson notes. But now
let's move on to this week's Lesson Focus.

LESSON FOCUS

Jessi: In this lesson we're going to learn how to ask which floor, as in when asking
someone which floor they want to go to in an elevator. So Natsuko, we mentioned this
in the vocab section, but let's go into more detail here. How do we say "Which floor?"
Natsuko: 7&AMWNTI O ?

Jessi: IX AV is "which floor", and then we just add the polite question phrase T
H\7? it's really easy. Remember again that 7&(C, what, is shortened to 7£A, when T9
H\ comes after it. Listeners, listen and repeat. "Which floor?"

Natsuko: LA MWNTI M ?

Jessi: (wait 5 secs) Now listeners, try saying "Which floor?" in Japanese.

Natsuko: (wait 5 secs) IFAMNVNTIH?

Jessi: And the answer?

Natsuko: Just say the number plus H\U\ then add T

Jessi: We ran through how to say the floors 1-10 in the vocab section, but let's quickly
pick up a few of those in which the pronunciation of the number changes when you add
the counter A\L\. Listeners, listen and repeat each one. First floor.

Natsuko: LY D H\0)

Jessi: (wait 5 secs) Third floor.

Natsuko: & AU\ (wait) or T A D).

Jessi: (wait 5 secs) Sixth floor.

Natsuko: % 2 H\0)

Jessi: (wait 5 secs) Eighth floor.

Natsuko: (&2 H\0\(wait) or (B HV0N.

Jessi: (wait 5 secs) Tenth floor.

Natsuko:



U 2O\,

Jessi: (wait 5 secs) Whew! Listeners, did you get all that? Let’'s see how we saw these
patterns used in the dialogue. When Emily got on the elevator, the man old asked her...
Natsuko: {AIfECTI H\ 7

Jessi: What floor? To which Emily replied...

Natsuko: PO, HSFELL E T,

Jessi: Fourth floor, please. Okay, now let’'s move on. You can of course use this 7L A
[something] T h\ pattern with other counter words. For example, to ask "which
apartment?" or "which room number"...

Natsuko: IFACD LD TY N\,

Jessi: Listeners, listen and repeat. "Which apartment?" or "Which room number?"
Natsuko: IFACD LD TY N\,

Jessi: (wait 5 secs) Now listeners, try asking "Which apartment?" or "Which room
number?" in Japanese.

Natsuko: (wait 5 secs) IFACDULD TY Hb.

Jessi: And the reply is of course just saying the room number followed by &> UDT
9, For example, "It's room 709" would be...

Natsuko: L/ LE W DFETI,

Jessi: Remember the "0" is pronounced & %! Listeners, listen and repeat. "It's room
709"

Natsuko: FLE BT DBEETI,

Jessi: (wait 5 secs) Now listeners, try saying "It's room 709" in Japanese.

Natsuko: (wait 5 secs) FLE DT SEETI,

Jessi: Let’s see how this was used in the dialogue. So, the old man hears that Emily
lives on the fourth floor, and asks...

Natsuko: 4 0 1 B5=F ?

Jessi: Apartment 4017 Then, he realizes that they’re neighbors, and he introduces
himself and says -

Natsuko: Dz LI(F4 0 2BZEN(EP LT,

Jessi: I'm Hayashi from apartment four-oh-two.

OUTRO

Jessi: Okay Natsuko, we covered a lot today, but we're almost out of time.
Natsuko: That's right... but if you have any questions about today's material, please
feel free to ask us in the comments.

Jessi: Yes, please do. OK, see you next time!

Natsuko: U+, T !



