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(Telephone)
OPERATOR:
KEN:
OPERATOR:
KEN:
OPERATOR:
KEN:

OPERATOR:
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Ken Wood TY,
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BURA...7
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KANA

(Telephone)
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KEN:

OPERATOR:

KEN:

to-'jjj_ l\“t\\jo

N—kFedelI Ll
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Ken Wood TY,
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OPERATOR:

KEN:

OPERATOR:

KEN:

BURANRDBESRBRLLET,

BURA...7
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ROMANIZATION

(Telephone)

OPERATOR:

KEN:

OPERATOR:

KEN:

OPERATOR:

KEN:

OPERATOR:

KEN:

ENGLISH

Pisa kado desu.

Kado o otoshimashita.

O-namae o onegai shimasu.

Ken Wood desu.

Seinen gappi 0 onegai shimasu.

Seinen...?

Tanjobi wa itsu desu ka. Seireki kara onegai shimasu.

Ju-gatsu.... sumimasen, eigo no operéta, imasu ka.

CONT'D OVER



(Telephone)

OPERATOR: You've reached Pisa Card Services.
KEN: | dropped my card.
OPERATOR: May | have your name, please?
KEN: Ken Wood.
OPERATOR: Your date of birth, please?
KEN: Date...?
OPERATOR: When is your birthday? From the Western calendar year, please.
KEN: October... Excuse me, is there an English-speaking operator?
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
to drop something,
TFURAMNRD TG BLURAMNDTE seinen gappi date of birth
AD, a time reference
TNz gL seireki based on Christian
era
AU &2SH AL &£DTU tanjoubi birthday
ARL—5— ARL—5— operéta operator
LD AkS) itsu when

SAMPLE SENTENCES



(FUzWTADESELX U, ERAHRBEVWDTI D,

Keitai denwa o otoshimashita. Seinen gappi wa itsu desu ka.

| lost my mobile phone. When is your date of birth?

AL £ SHEIEUNZEI987TE6HTT, EAL&DU HHTESCTVET,

Tanjobi wa seireki sen kyu-hyaku hachi-ji nana- Tanjobi omedetd gozaimasu.

nen roku-gatsu desu.
Happy birthday.(formal)

My birthday is in June 1987 in the Christian Era.

IRL—F—REEET, WD PXUBD I VWEEXTH,
Operéta ga kyaku to hanasu. Itsu Amerika ni ikimasu ka.
The operator talks with a customer. When are you going to America?

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

LR A D > T (seinen gappi)
We write seinen gappi as £ H H in kaniji. You studied & as in & & —JU (namabiru, "draft
beer") and H asin HZ (Nihon, "Japan"). As in £ B H, 4 means "birth," & means "year,"

A means "month," and H means "date." All together, it means "date of birth." You'll see this
word on application forms.

For Example:

. BORARDTESRMALLET,
Seinen gappi o onegai shimasu.
"Your date of birth, please?"

month of the year

For months, we add -gatsu (H) to the number. -gatsu is a counter suffix indicating "month of
the year." Please note that "April" is shi-gatsu, not yon-gatsu, and "September" is ku-gatsu, not
kyu-gatsu. "July" can be nana-gatsu, but shichi-gatsu is more commonly used. See the details
in the following table.

Japanese Romanization "English"

—H ichi-gatsu "January"




—_R ni-gatsu "February"
= san-gatsu "March"

UH *shi-gatsu "April"

B go-gatsu "May"

3< 2 roku-gatsu "June"
LEH shichi-gatsu "July"
FBH hachi-gatsu "August"
an=! *ku-gatsu "September"
Uw>H ja-gatsu "October"
Uw>—H juaichi-gatsu "November"
Cw>ZH jani-gatsu "December"
EN=] nan-gatsu "What month...?"

For Example:

. ATZAU S SHIIAIATI D,
Tanjobi wa nan-gatsu desu Ka.
"What month is your birthday in?"
B: (AU & 2DHIF) 53<HTY,

(Tanjobi wa) roku-gatsu desu.

"ltisin June."

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Past Tense of a Verb.
h—RZzdhbEULI U,

Kado o otoshimashita.
"I dropped my card."



This lesson's grammar point is the review of the past tense of a verb, using -mashita. We
studied this in Absolute Beginner Season 2 Lesson 19.

Formation

In order to form the past form of a verb,
1) remove the final -masu and
2) attach -mashita.

Let's have a look at the formation with some of the verbs you have studied so far.

For Example:

Meaning Non-Past Past

"to drop HELFT FELF UL

something” otoshimasu = otoshimashita

"to get to," OFFT DFFL/C

"toarrive at’ tsukimasu = tsukimashita
NEET nEFLic

“togo" ikimasu = ikimashita
DHOFET DM FELEE

"to use” tsukaimasu = tsukaimashita

"to exist," HDFET bOFELE

"to have" arimasu = arimashita

"to buy someone FCHFT HFCHFLZ

something"" ogorimasu = ogorimashita
ENEY e L/

"to eat” tabemasu = tabemashita

"to exist," OFT LEL”E

"to have " imasu = imashita

"to look" HFFT HF L

towatch mimasu = mimashita




LET LELE

"todo" , , ,
shimasu = shimashita
FFT FFLE
"to come” kimasu = kimashita
For Example:

. AHICRAZERLUZH,

Asagohan o tabemashita ka.
"Did you eat breakfast?"

2. BV, JUTIEBARFIULR,

Hai, shiriaru o tabemashita.
"Yes, | had some cereal."

Examples From This Dialogue

. N—kFedelIFll,

Kado o otoshimashita.
" dropped my card."

Reference

Please also review the following Grammar Points.

past form of a verb —Absolute Beginner Season 2 Lesson 19

. [item] onegai shimasu —Absolute Beginner Season 1 Lesson 5

o [A] wa [question word] desu ka? —Absolute Beginner Season 1 Lesson 13

. [animate objects] ga imasu —Absolute Beginner Season 1 Lesson 20

CULTURAL INSIGHT



Do You Use a Credit Card When Shopping?

It's common for adult Japanese people to hold some credit cards. Most people usually use
them only for a big shopping trip. Even some stores don't accept your cards when your
purchase is less than 3,000 yen. Recently, however, more and more people pay by their
credit cards, even for small shopping. This isn't only because using credit cards daily is
getting more common, but also because most credit cards offer a reward point system that
may be redeemed for cash, products, or airline tickets.



