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ROMANIZATION

KEN:

O-mise ga takusan arimasu ne.

CONT'D OVER
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STREET
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KEN:
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KEN:

ENGLISH

KEN:

COLLEAGUE:

Yatai mo hajimete desu ka.

Hai.

Ja, nani ka tabemasho.

lidesu ne.

Takoyaki wa do desu ka.

Tako? Tako wa chotto....

Tomorokoshi wa do desu ka.

li desu ne. Ogorimasu yo.

[rasshaimase.

Futatsu, onegai shimasu.

1000-en desu.

Sen-en? Takai....

There are lots of shops, aren't there?

Is it your first time seeing food stands, too?

CONT'D OVER



KEN:

Yes.

4+ COLLEAGUE: OK, so let's eat something.
5. KEN: That sounds good.
5. COLLEAGUE: How about octopus dumplings?
7. KEN: Octopus? Octopus is kind of...
g, COLLEAGUE: How about corn on the cob?
o. KEN: That sounds good. I'll treat you.
10. -
11 STREET Welcome.
VENDOR:
12. KEN: Two, please.
13. STREET That's a thousand yen.
VENDOR:
14. KEN: A thousand yen? That's expensive...
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
(FU&HT FCHT hajimete for the first time
to treat (masu
HCHIFT HFCHIET ogorimasu form):V1




(PN A4 eyl nanika something
high, tall,
=) A takai expensive;Adj(i)
EDTINH EDTINH D6 desu ka How about ...?
eC ea tako octopus
HtE HE mise store
ED2EABCUL ES>2EACL tomorokoshi corn, maize
2 things (general
) SIED futatsu counter)
SAMPLE SENTENCES
BHAGEECHTTITH, HCHFI Ko

Nihon wa hajimete desu ka.

Is this your first time in Japan?

Ogorimasu yo.

It's my treat!

AMAXYE—IJEHDETITH,

Nanika messéji wa arimasu ka.

Do you have any messages?

S1vPEYRERVTT,

Daiyamondo wa takai desu.

Diamonds are expensive.

CLrdHh. SCHDHFPEEESTIN,

Ja, okonomiyaki wa dé desu ka.

So how about okonomiyaki?

e CHNBEXVNTUL S,

Tako ga umi o oyoide iru.

The octopus is swimming in the ocean.

MDETE. ZCEBRI A,

Watashi no kuni de wa tako wa tabemasen.

We don't eat octopus in my country.

HECICHEHERBDTT,

Asoko ni o-mise ga arimasu.

There is a store over there.

ESEBCLERVCTHRITT DY

Tomorokoshi wa Eigo de nan desu ka.

What do you call tomorokoshi in English?

t\\_“J\ _D < 7::“6 (/\o

Biru, futatsu kudasai.

2 glasses of beer, please.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE



Al H\ (nani ka)
Nani ka consists of the question word nani, meaning "what," and the particle ka. This means

"something." Other question words can make the word "some..." with the particle ka. See the
chart below.

Interrogative + Ka

{a] (nani) "what" 8]\ (nani ka) "something"

7= (dare) "who" JEND (dare ka) "someone”

(12D (itsu) "when" L1 D7) (itsu ka) "someday," "sometime"
& C (doko) "where" &E C 7)) (doko ka) "somewhere"

For Example

1. MBI LIEH.
Nani ka kaimashita ka.
"Did you buy anything?"

2. BIRPFICECIMTEIITH,
Natsu-yasumi ni dokoka ikimasu ka.
"Are you going somewhere for summer vacation?"

General Counter

In Japanese, you use special counters when you count objects. The counter you use
depends on the shape or characteristic of the object. The general counter is D (tsu), and you

can use it when there is no specific counter or when you don't know the counter. The set only
goes up to ten. They do not follow any kind of pattern, so you must memorize them.

Japanese Romanization "English"
—D hitotsu "one item"
-D futatsu "two items"
=D mittsu “three items"

U ) yottsu "four items"




LDD itsutsu "five items"

LoD muttsu "six items"
1F1ED nanatsu "seven items"
P>oD yattsu "eight items"
cc®dD kokonotsu "nine items"
EdH to "ten items"

*Tips: However, you would not practically use five to ten unless you need lots of items. Just to
start, let's memorize one through five.

= LY T2 v (takai)

You already learned takai in Lesson 11 as in takai tokoro, meaning "high-up places." Just
like you say "high" as in price in English, it can be applied to Japanese. Takai also means
"expensive."

For Example:

. FULIFELITY,
Sushi wa takai desu.
"Sushi is expensive."

HcHE d, (Ogorimasu.)

Ogorimasu is a verb that means "to treat." If you want to treat someone to a meal, this is the
phrase to use. Itis common that someone older than you buys you a drink or meal in Japan.
Don't forget to say "thanks," or Gochiso-sama desu, as a thank-you phrase for the meal.

For Example:

. AZTLOERRECHIET,
Kyd wa watashi ga ogorimasu.
"It's my treat today."
B:HhDMESCSTVET, CEZESTETT,
Arigatd gozaimasu. Gochisd-sama desu.
"Thanks. Thank you for the meal."

GRAMMAR



The Focus of This Lesson Is How to Invite Someone to Do Something.
Cx. @HABRIL LD,

Ja, nani ka tabemasho.

"OK, so let's eat something."

Today's grammar point is the expression to invite someone to do something, using the

verb masho. You'll also learn the expression to suggest something and the appropriate
replying expressions.

Review:the Usage of the Verb Masho

We learned how to make the inviting expression verb mashé in Absolute Beginner Season
2 Lesson 22. To make the "let's" form of a verb, simply follow these steps: take the verb
masu — remove -masu — add -mashoé — verb masho

For Example:

Verb Masu Verb Masho "English”

BARFET BRFL LD

(tabemasu) (tabemasho) "o eat”
"let's eat"

DHFT DHFEL £ D

(nomimasu) (nomimasho) "o drink”
"let's drink"

LNEFT NEFL £

(ikimasu) (ikimasho) "t0 go"
"let's go"

LEFT LFELELD

(shimasu) (shimasho) "to do”

"let's do [something]"

How to Suggest Something

In the dialogue, the colleague suggested some food to Ken using [something] wa do

desu ka?You can simply use this by inserting what you would like to suggest in the
bracket.



Japanese [something] (& ESTIH.

Romanization [something] wa do desu ka.
"English" "How about [something]?"
For Example:

1 D&KIOCVEFTLLD, HRIE ESTIH,
Ryoko ni ikimasho. Nihon wa do desu ka.
"Let's go traveling. How about Japan?"

2. BRICLEL LD, AL—F7XREESTIN,

O-hiru ni shimasho. Karé raisu wa do desu ka.
"Let's take a lunch break. How about curry and rice?"

How to Reply With a Suggestion

When someone suggests something to you, you must accept or reject it. These are some
of the good answers. Let's check them out.

Japanese LWLTI 13, [item]ldBE &2 & -
Romanization li desu ne. [item] wa chotto...
"English” "That sounds good." "[item] is kind of..."

The second phrase --- wa chotto... would come in handy when you would like to give
negative answers indirectly. Please note that the literal translation of ...wa chotto...
would be "I'm sorry, but...is a little..." In general, saying "no" directly is considered
informal in Japanese culture. Let's take a look at the examples as the answer to the
sample sentences above.

For Example:

1 B1: LWCTIR, E&D5&F ESTID,
lidesu ne. Kyoto wa do desu ka.
"That sounds good. How about Kyoto?"
B2: [([CEAIEFB&DE: - -, DACKIE ESTIN,
Nhihon wa chotto... Kankoku wa do desu ka.
"Japanis kind of ... How about Korea?"



> Bl1: LWCTIR, RSICHULWULWAL—ER DI T LK,
li desu ne. Eki ni oishii karé-ya ga arimasu yo.
"That sounds good. | know a good curry restaurant at the station.”

B2: AL—@BE&2E&E - -, TULLLIFESTTH,

Karé wa chotto... Teishoku wa do desu ka.
"Curry is kind of ... How about teishoku?"

Examples From This Dialogue

1. U, \AHEBRILLD,
Ja, nani ka tabemasho.
"OK, so let's eat something."

2. WLWLTI1R,
li desu ne.
"That sounds good."

3. ECRFTEESTIN,
Takoyaki wa do desu ka.
"How about octopus dumplings?"

4, EC?lcCizb ek,

Tako? Tako wa chotto....
"Octopus? Octopus is kind of ..."

Reference

Please also review the following Grammar Points.

[something] wa hajimete desu. — Lower Beginner Season 1 Lesson 13

o
. Verb masho — Absolute Beginner Season 2 Lesson 22
. ... Wwa do desu ka. — Absolute Beginner Season 1 Lesson 13

... wa chotto... — Absolute Beginner Season 2 Lesson 18



[item] onegaishimasu — Absolute Beginner Season 1 Lesson 5

Big numbers — Absolute Beginner Season 2 Lesson 12

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Yatai, Food Stalls in Japan

You can see yatai, meaning "food stalls," lined up along a main street at any festivals in
Japan. They are usually described as small mobile shops with wheels or tents that sell food
or toys. Some of the common stalls would be yakisoba, which sell "pan-fried noodles";
okonomiyaki, which sell "savory Japanese pancakes"; anzu ame, which sell "candy apricots";
and wata ame, which sell "fairy floss." Because these stalls are special for festivals, the price
tends to be more expensive than thatin any other place. For example, one serving of
okonomiyaki costs 500 yen or more (at the time of writing in 2013).



