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INTRODUCTION

Janet: In each lesson of this 25 part series, you'll master a common question for
Japanese learners, and then learn how to answer it like a native speaker. You'l learn
how these key phrases work by breaking them down into each component. Then
through repetition and new vocabulary, you'll expand your understanding of the
question, its answers, and any variations.

LESSON FOCUS

Janet: In this lesson, you'll learn how to respond to the common question “Do you like
Japanese food?” In Japanese this is

Kaori: BARMFE TI N\

(ICEFAU &KMITETINH, Nihonshoku ga suki desu ka.)

Janet: The first word in the question is

Kaori: HAR

(ICAIFEA U & < nihonshoku)

Janet: meaning “Japanese food” in English.

Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) HAR

(ICAlFA L & < nihonshoku)

Janet: Listen again and repeat.

Kaori: HAR

(ICAIFA U & < nihonshoku)

{Pause}

Janet: This pattern of first introducing a word at natural speed, providing the
translation, breaking it down, and then giving it again at natural speed will be repeated
throughout the series. Try to speak aloud as often as possible. The next word in the
question is

Kaori: M

(9a)

Janet: In this case, a particle that marks the object of “like”

Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) /%

(9a)

Janet: Now repeat.

Kaori: M\

(9a)

{Pause}

Janet: Listen to the the first 2 words of the question and repeat.

Kaori:



HARMN
(ICIEA L & M nihonshoku ga)
{pause}
Janet: And next
Kaori: & C9
(9 T sukidesu)
Janet: meaning “to like”.
Kaori: I¥&TY
(9 FTY sukidesu)
Janet: Now repeat.
Kaori: I#& 9
(9 & TT sukidesu)
{Pause}
Janet: Listen to the the first 3 words of the question and repeat.
Kaori: HAR M & TY
(nihonshoku ga sukidesu)
{pause}
Janet: And after that
Kaori: H\
(ka)
Janet: question marking particle.
Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) /H\
(ka)
Janet: Now repeat.
Kaori: H\
(ka)
{Pause}
Janet: Listen to the entire question and repeat.
Kaori: BAEMNFE TI H
(ICIEAL &L M TE T H, Nihonshoku ga suki desu ka.)
{pause}
Janet: You will hear this common question again and again throughout your studies.
Master the following pattern and responses to the question “Do you like Japanese
food?”
Kaori: ([F0L), FICHFAMNFETTI,
([FL), ELICTUMTETTY, Hai, tokuni sushi ga suki desu.)
Janet: "Yes, | especially like Sushi.” Again, slowly. Repeat the phrase.
Kaori: (Slow) (FL), FICERAMNETETI,
([FL, ELICTUMITETY, Hai, tokuni sushi ga suki



desu.)

{pause}

Janet: Let's break it down from the beginning. The first word:
Kaori: (&0)

(hai)

Janet: meaning “yes.”

Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) (30
(hai)

Janet: Now repeat

Kaori: (L)

(hai)

{Pause}

Janet: And next

Kaori: 43F(C

(& <[ tokuni)

Janet: meaning “especially.”
Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) $F(C
(& <[ tokuni)

Janet: Now repeat.

Kaori: 5F(C

(& <[ tokuni)

{Pause}

Janet: And after that

Kaori: &a]

(9L sushi)

meaning “sushi.” or “Japanese raw fish.”
Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) &7
(9 L sushi)

Janet: Now repeat.

Kaori: &

(9 L sushi)

{Pause}

Janet: Next is

Kaori: M

(9a)

Janet: object-marking particle
Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) /%
(92)

Janet: Now repeat.

Kaori:



m

(9a)

{Pause}

Janet: And next

Kaori: ¥&E T,

(9T, sukidesu.)

Janet: meaning “to like.”

Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) I#& T9,

(& TJ, sukidesu.)

Janet: Now repeat.

Kaori: I¥&E T,

(& TI, sukidesu.)

Janet: Listen to the speaker say, “Yes, | especially like Sushi.,” and then repeat.
Kaori: [FUL). FICEANFETTI,

([FL), ELICTUMTETTY, Hai, tokuni sushi ga suki desu.)
{pause}

Janet: To expand on the pattern, replace “Sushi” with “Takoyaki.
Kaori: fz IS

(e C X E takoyaki)

Janet: Takoyaki, octopus dumplings

Kaori: (slow) fz &

(fc C X2 takoyaki) (regular) 7z CBEE

(Te A2 & takoyaki)

Janet: Listen to the phrase again, this time with “Takoyaki”
Kaori: [FL), HICTeCBESNFETY,

([FL), ELICRCOREMTETTI, Hai, tokuni takoyaki ga suki desu.)

Janet: It mostly stays the same. Simply replace “sushi” with “takoyaki”. Say “Yes, |
especially like takoyaki.”

{pause}

Kaori: (FL), BICTZCBREMFE T,

(FL, ELICECOREMTETTI, Hai, tokuni takoyaki ga suki desu.)

Janet: To use a different phrase, replace “Takoyaki” with “Shabushabu.”, thin boiled
slices of meat with vegetables

Kaori: L%/ L %/

(shabushabu)

Janet: Shabushabu, thin boiled slices of meat with vegetables

Kaori: (slow) L %3\ 4 3\(shabushabu)

(regular) L /53U 4 /3y (shabushabu)

Janet: Listen to the phrase again, this time with “Shabushabu”

Kaori:

octopus dumplings.”



(FU\ FFICLU2RU» SIRFETT,

(IFL, ELEURRUPSIMITETY, Hai, tokuni shabushabu ga suki desu.)
Janet: It mostly stays the same. Simply replace the “Takoyaki” with “Shabushabu”.
Say “Yes, | especially like Shabushabu.”

{pause}

Kaori: ([FL), FFC U w» U % 3FETI,

([FL, EICUP UL SIMITETTI, Hai, tokuni shabushabu ga suki desu.)
Janet: To use a different phrase, replace “Shabushabu” with “Ramen noodles”.
Kaori: 5 —X 2~

(ramen)

Janet: Ramen noodles

Kaori: (slow) Z— X ~/(ramen)

(regular) 5 — X 2/(ramen)

Janet: Listen to the phrase again, this time with “Ramen noodles.”

Kaori: [F0U), FICST—XVYBFETY,

([FL\, ELICS—AUYMITETTY, Hai, tokuni ramen ga suki desu.)

Janet: It mostly stays the same. Simply replace “Shabushabu” with “Ramen noodles”.
Say “Yes, | especially like Ramen noodles.”

{pause}

Kaori: (L), FICS—XVYRFETY,

([FL, ELIET—AYMTIETTI, Hai, tokuni ramen ga suki desu.)

Janet: To say "no" to this question, in a simple way, just say:

Kaori: LN\LWWX, HFE L »EULTY,

(T U ®IELVTYI, sukijya nai desu.)

Janet: Which is like saying “No, | don'’t like.” in English. Let’s listen to the question and
the answer together.

Kaori: (Slowly) LN\WW X, IFE U » LWL TI,

(T U ®IELVTYI, sukijya nai desu.)

Janet: And one more time at normal speed:

Kaori: HAE N E TI H

Kaori: LNWR., HE U LTI,

(TE U »ELVTY, sukijya nai desu.)

QUIZ

Janet: Now it's time for a quiz. Imagine you are visiting Japan and someone asks you
if you like Japanese food. You want to answer that you like Sushi. Respond to the
question.

Kaori:



HARDFESTIH,

(ICIEA UL LS MITETTIN, Nihonshoku ga suki desu ka.) (five seconds) (FL). $F(C
FaNFET T,

([FL, ELICTUMITETY, Hai, tokuni sushi ga suki desu.)

Janet: Now you want to say that you like Takoyaki, octopus dumplings. Respond to
the question.

Kaori: HABMNFE TI N\,

(ICIEA UL LK< MTETTIH, Nihonshoku ga suki desu ka.) (five seconds) (FL). HF(C
[ECOEMFETY,

(IFL), ELICTeCHOREMT T TI, Hai, tokuni takoyaki ga suki desu.)

Janet: You want to say that you like Shabushabu, boiled thin slices of meat with
vegetables. Answer the speaker's question.

Kaori: HAEMNHFETI H\

(ICIEAUL LS MTETTIN, Nihonshoku ga suki desu ka.) (five seconds) [F0L). 4F(C
LU T ETY,

(FL, EICURZUL»SZMTETI, Hai, tokuni shabushabu ga suki desu.)

Janet: You want to say that you like Ramen noodles. Respond to the question.

Kaori: HAE N E TI H

(ICIFALU LKMITETIH, Nihonshoku ga suki desu ka.) (five seconds) (FL). $F(C
S—AXUMRHEETI,

([FL, ELICEH—HAMTIETTI, Hai, tokuni ramen ga suki desu.)

Janet: Now you want to ask someone if they like Japanese food. Ask the question

(5 seconds)

Kaori: BABEMNFE T H\

(ICIEA L L <MTEITTIH, Nihonshoku ga suki desu ka.)

{pause}
Janet: Now it's time to answer the question with actual information about yourself.

Kaori: HABMNFETI N\,
(ICIEFA LU & <MIEFTI N, Nihonshoku ga suki desu ka.)
{pause}

OUTRO

Janet: This is the end of Lesson 9



