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INTRODUCTION

Gabriella: In each lesson of this 25 part series, you'll master a common question for
Japanese learners, and then learn how to answer it like a native speaker. You'l learn
how these key phrases work by breaking them down into each component. Then
through repetition and new vocabulary, you'll expand your understanding of the
question, its answers, and any variations.

LESSON FOCUS

Gabriella: In this lesson, you'll learn how to respond to the common question How long
have you been studying Japanese? In Japanese this is

Kaori: EOK S VWHEAREZMEL TLFX I N
(EDLBSVWICIEFACERAZTELSOULTUVEI N, Donokurai nihongo o
benkyoushiteimasu ka.)

Gabriella: The first word in the question is

Kaori: END< 50\

(donokurai)

Gabriella: meaning “how long,” “how many,” “how much” in English.

Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) £EM< 50\

(donokurai)

Gabriella: Listen again and repeat.

Kaori: EN< 50\

(donokurai)

{Pause}

Gabriella: This pattern of first introducing a word at natural speed, providing the
translation, breaking it down, and then giving it again at natural speed will be repeated
throughout the series. Try to speak aloud as often as possible. The next word in the
question is

Kaori: HAEE

(IC(E A C nihongo)

Gabriella: meaning "Japanese language."

Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) HAE

([C(E A C nihongo)

Gabriella: Now repeat.

Kaori: HZAEE

(IC(EF A C nihongo)

{Pause}

Gabriella: Listen to the the first 2 words of the question and



repeat.

Kaori: M<K 50\ BHAEE

(EDL 5L [CIFA C donokurai nihongo)
{pause}

Gabiriella: And after that

Kaori: &

(0)

Gabriella: the object marking particle.
Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) &

(0)

Gabriella: Now repeat.

Kaori: &

(0)

{Pause}

Gabriella: Listen to the the first 3 words of the question and repeat.

Kaori: £ 50 HAEE

(EDL 5L [CIFAC & donokurai nihongo o)
{pause}
Gabriella: And after that
Kaori: #1s8L CLET
(RAZE &S ULTLET benkyoushiteimasu)
Gabriella: meaning "to have been studying”
Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) 138 CTL\E T
(RAZE & D ULTULE T benkyoushiteimasu)
Gabriella: Now repeat.
Kaori: #1388 L CTWLWEXT
(RAZE & DL TULE T benkyoushiteimasu)
{Pause}
Listen to the the first 4 words of the question and repeat.
Kaori: EMK 5L BARGEZ ML CLET
(EDLKBL [CIEFAC ZE RAZTELESLTUET  donokurai nihongo o
benkyoushiteimasu)
{pause}
And next
Kaori: /H\
(ka)
Gabriella: the question marking particle.
Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) 7\
(ka)
Gabriella: Now



repeat.

Kaori: H\

(ka)

{Pause}

Listen to the entire question and repeat.

Kaori: EN< 5L BAERZ ML TOEI N,
(EDLKSV [CIFAC &E RAZTEDULTUVET A Donokuari nihongo o
benkyoushiteimasu ka.)
{pause}
Gabriella: Master the following pattern and responses to the question “How long have
you been studying Japanese?”
Kaori: —h\ABEITY,
(LW MFDMATTY, Ikkagetsukan desu.)
Gabriella: "For 1 month.” Again, slowly. Repeat the phrase.
Kaori: (Slow) —H\BRETY,
(LWOMNFDNATY, Ikkagetsukan desu.)

{pause}
Gabriella: Let's break it down from the beginning. The first word:
Kaori: —H\H

(L\ 2 HNMFD ikkagetsu)
Gabriella: meaning "one month."
Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) —/m\H
(L\ D HMF D ikkagetsu)
Gabriella: Now repeat

Kaori: —H\H

(LY D HFD ikkagetsu)

{Pause}

Gabriella: And after that

Kaori: [

(M A kan)

meaning something like "for" or "during"
Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) &

(M A kan)

Gabriella: Now repeat.

Kaori: [

(DA kan)

{Pause}

Gabriella: And next

Kaori:



TY

(desu)

Gabriella: Sentence ending particle meaning something like "is".
Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) T9

(desu)

Gabiriella: Now repeat.

Kaori: TY

(desu)

{Pause}

Gabriella: Listen to the speaker say, “For 1 month.,” and then repeat.

Kaori: —H\ABITY,

(WO MNFDMATY, Ikkagetsukan desu.)

{pause}

Gabriella: To expand on the pattern, replace “1 month” with “2 years.”
Kaori: —4F

(IC43As ninen)

Gabriella: 2 years

Kaori: (slow) —4

(IC43As ninen) (regular) — 4

(IC43 A ninen)

Gabriella: Listen to the phrase again, this time with “2 years.”

Kaori: _&FERT9Y,

(ICRAMATY, Ninenkan desu.)

Gabriella: It mostly stays the same. Simply replace “1 month” with “2 years.” Say “For
2 years.”

{pause}

Kaori: —_&FAT9,

(I[CRAMATY, Ninenkan desu.)

Gabriella: To expand on the pattern, replace “2 years” with “half a year.”
Kaori: ¥4

((&A & LU hantoshi)

Gabriella: half a year

Kaori: (slow) 4

(I& A & U hantoshi) (regular) 34

(I&A & U hantoshi)

Gabriella: Listen to the phrase again, this time with “half a year.”

Kaori: #E/B T,

(IFAEUMATY, Hantoshikan desu.)

Gabriella: It mostly stays the same. Simply replace the “2 years” with “half a year.”
Say “For half a



year.”
{pause}

Kaori: #F/ETY,
((FAEUMNATT, Hantoshikan desu.)
Gabriella: To expand on the pattern, replace “half a year” with “10 years.”
Kaori: +4
(U D1A Juunen)
Gabriella: 10 years
Kaori: (slow) +4
(U 51 A juunen) (regular) +4
(U w >13A juunen)
Gabriella: Listen to the phrase again, this time with 10 years
Kaori: +HERBTY,
(CwSRAMATT, Juunenkan desu.)
Gabriella: It mostly stays the same. Simply replace “half a year” with “10 years.” Say
“For 10 years.”
{pause}
Kaori: +HERBTY,
(Cw DRAMATYI, Juunenkan desu.)

QUIZ

Gabiriella: Now it's time for a quiz. Imagine you are visiting Japan and someone asks
you how long you have been studying Japanese. You have been studying it for 1
month. Respond to the question.

Kaori: EOK SVHAEEMHEL TOEITH,
(EDLKBSVICIEFACERATELOLTUEI N, Donokurai nihongo o
benkyoushiteimasu ka.)
(five seconds) —mBBET9I,
(WDOMMFDMATY, lkkagetsukan desu.)
Gabriella: Imagine you've been studying it for 2 years. Respond to the question.
Kaori: EOK SVEAEEMHEL TOEXITH,
(EDLKBSVICIEFACERATEOLTUEI N, Donokurai nihongo o
benkyoushiteimasu ka.)
(five seconds) —_&FERTY,

(ICRAMATY, Ninenkan desu.)
Gabriella: Imagine you've been studying it for half a year. Answer the speaker's
question.
Kaori:



EDKSVBEARBEMBLTULIIH,
(EDLBSWVICIEACERAZTELSOULTUVEI N, Donokurai nihongo o
benkyoushiteimasu ka.)
(five seconds) ¥ERTY,

(IFAEUMATT, Hantoshikan desu.)
Gabriella: Imagine you've been studying it for 10 years. Respond to the question.
Kaori: EOK SVHAEEMHEL TOEXITH,
(EDLKBSVICIEFACERATELEOLTUEI N, Donokurai nihongo o
benkyoushiteimasu ka.)
(five seconds) +HFRETI,

(CwSRAMNATY, Juunenkan desu.)
Gabriella: Now you want to ask someone how long -they- have been studying
Japanese. Ask the question
(5 seconds)
Kaori: EOK SVHAEEMHEL TOEXITH,
(EDLKBSVICIFACERATEOLTUEI N, Donokurai nihongo o
benkyoushiteimasu ka.)
{pause}

OUTRO

Gabriella: This is the end of Lesson 6



