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INTRODUCTION

Gabriella: In each lesson of this 25 part series, you'll master a common question for
Japanese learners, and then learn how to answer it like a native speaker. You'l learn
how these key phrases work by breaking them down into each component. Then
through repetition and new vocabulary, you'll expand your understanding of the
question, its answers, and any variations.

LESSON FOCUS

Gabriella: In this lesson, you'll learn how to respond to the common question “Do you
speak Japanese?” In Japanese this is

Kaori: HARGEZFEE LI N\,

(ICFACEIFIIEEEIH. Nihongo o hanasemasu ka.)

The first word in the question is

Kaori: HZAREE

(IC(EF A C nihongo)

Gabriella: meaning "Japanese language" in English.

Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) HZANEE

(IC(EF A C nihongo)

Gabriella: Listen again and repeat.

Kaori: HAEE

(IZ{&Z A C nihongo)

{Pause}

Gabriella: This pattern of first introducing a word at natural speed, providing the
translation, breaking it down, and then giving it again at natural speed will be repeated
throughout the series. Try to speak aloud as often as possible. The next word in the
question is

Kaori: &

(0)

Gabriella: the object marking particle.

Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) Z&

(0)

Gabiriella: Now repeat.

Kaori: &

(0)

{Pause}

Listen to the the first 2 words of the question and repeat.

Kaori:



HAEE
(ICIEACZ  nihongo o)
{pause}
And after that
Kaori: R E 9
(I37EEF X9 hanasemasu)
Gabriella: meaning "to be able to speak".
Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) B2 &9
(I37EEF 9 hanasemasu)
Gabriella: Now repeat.
Kaori: EEE &9
(IF7LtE X9 hanasemasu)
{Pause}
Listen to the the first 3 words of the question and repeat.
Kaori: HAREEZ SEE XY
(ICEAC & ([FIEEET  nihongo o hanasemasu)
{pause}
And after that
Kaori: H\
(ka)
Gabriella: the question marking particle.
Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) 75\
(ka)
Gabriella: Now repeat.
Kaori: H\
(ka)
{Pause}
Listen to the entire question and repeat.
Kaori: HAZEZ® SFEE X I H\
(ICIEFAC & ([FIEEET H  Nihongo o hanasemasu ka.)
{pause}
Gabriella: Master the following pattern and responses to the question "Do you speak
Japanese?"

Kaori: [FL), B&o>EFEEXT,
(IF0\, 5&o&FEEE I, Hai. chotto hanasemasu.)
Gabriella: "Yes, | speak a little.” Again, slowly. Repeat the phrase.
Kaori: (Slow) (L), 5& D EFEREE T,

([FL\, 5&2&(FEEFT, Hai. chotto hanasemasu.)

{pause}
To say "no", in a simple way, just say:



Kaori: L\LWWX. BEEEEE A,
(LWWR., [JEEFEHA, iie, hanasemasen.)
Gabriella: Which is like saying "No, | don't." in English. Let's hear it slowly.
Kaori: (Slowly) LWL\ X, SBEEFEA.
(WX, [FIEEEE A, iie, hanasemasen.)
Gabriella: And one more time at normal speed:
Kaori: LNWLWZ. EEEEH A,
(WWZR., [FFEEE A, iie, hanasemasen.)
Gabriella: Let's break our first response down from the beginning. The first word:
Kaori: (L)
(hai)
Gabriella: meaning “yes.”
Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) (&)

(hai)

Gabriella: Now repeat
Kaori: (&)

(hai)

{Pause}

Gabriella: And after that
Kaori: 5& D&

meaning "a little"

Kaori: (Slow, by syllable)5 & o &
Gabriella: Now repeat.

Kaori: 5& D&

(5 & D & chotto)

{Pause}
Gabriella: And next

Kaori: 88 &9
(I37EE E 9 hanasemasu)
meaning "to be able to speak."
Kaori: (Slow, by syllable) SEEE
(IE7£ L9 hanasemasu)
Gabriella: Now repeat.
Kaori: EE &9
(I37EEF 9 hanasemasu)
{Pause}
Gabriella: Listen to the speaker say, “Yes, | speak a little,” and then repeat.
Kaori: (FU), 5&DEFEEFT,
([FL, 5&2&(FEEE T, Hai. chotto



hanasemasu.)

{pause}

Gabriella: To expand on the pattern, replace “a little” with “kind of”
Kaori: TH I H

(maamaa)

Gabriella: meaning something like “kind of” or “so so0.”

Kaori: (slow) ¥HE & (maamaa)

(regular) EHFE & (maamaa)

Gabriella: Listen to the phrase again, this time with “kind of”
Kaori: (FL\. EHEHEEFE I,

([FV. THEIHIEFEEFEI, Hai. maamaa hanasemasu.)
Gabriella: Now, Say "Yes, | can kind of speak Japanese."

{pause}
Kaori: (FL\. EHEHEEFEI,

([FV. THEHIEFEEFEI, Hai. maamaa hanasemasu.)
Gabriella: To make another phrase, replace “kind of” with “fluently.”
Kaori: Jiig(C
(Dw>5 & SIC ryuucho ni)

Gabiriella: fluently

Kaori: (slow) 7t (c

(D S5 &SI ryuuchou ni) (regular) Fidg(C

(D >S5 &SI ryuuchou ni)

Gabriella: Listen to the phrase again, this time with “fluently.”
Kaori: [FU). FFICEEE X T,

(IFL\, D S5 &DICFEEET, Hai, ryuuchou ni hanasemasu.)
Gabriella: It mostly stays the same. Simply replace “kind of” with “fluently.” Say “Yes, |
speak fluently.”

{pause}

Kaori: (L), AHHFICEEE XTI,

([FL D SIE5&LSICFEEFET, Hai, ryuuchou ni hanasemasu.)
Gabriella: To expand on the pattern, replace “fluently” with “not at all.”
Kaori: 29

(B AT A zenzen)

Gabiriella: not at all

Kaori: (slow) £

(E A A zenzen) (regular) £

(B A A zenzen)

Gabriella: Listen to the phrase again, this time with “not at all.” Make sure you choose
the verb in negative form as well.

Kaori:



WO R, EREEIEA

(LWWx, BATAIRKELULEZEAL. lie. zenzen hanashimasen.)
Gabriella: Now, Say "No, | don’t speak any at all."

{pause}

Kaori: LWLWX., ERFELFTE A

(LWWx, BATAIRKELEIEA, iie, zenzen hanashimasen.)

QUIZ

Now it's time for a quiz. Imagine you are visiting Japan and someone asks if you
speak Japanese. You want to answer that you speak a little. Respond to the question.
Kaori: HARGEZFEE X I N\
(ICEACEI>IEE XTI N, Nihongo o hanasemasu ka.)
(five seconds) ([FL), 5&DEEEEET,

([FLV\, B&2&EFFEFEI, Hai. chotto hanasemasu.)
Gabriella: You want to answer that you can kind of speak Japanese. Answer the
speaker's question.
Kaori: HAREZEET X I N\,
(ICIEACEZIFIEE X I N Nihongo o hanasemasu ka.)
(five seconds) (FL), (FL). EHEHEEE I,

([FL, THIHIFEEF T, Hai. maamaa hanasemasu.)
Gabriella: You want to answer that you speak fluently. Answer the speaker's question.
Kaori: HARGEZFEE LI N\,
(ICIEFACEIZIEEZI N, Nihongo o hanasemasu ka.) (five seconds) (FL\. Fits(CEE
B3I,

(FL\. D55 &DICFEEEI, Hai, ryuuchou ni hanasemasu.)
Gabiriella: Now you want to answer that you don’t speak any at all. Respond to the
question.
Kaori: HARSEZEFEE LI N\,
(ICIFACEIIEEZEI N Nihongo o hanasemasu ka.) (five seconds) L\L\ X, R
HEEA

(LWWR, BATAREEZEA, iie, zenzen hanasemasen.)
Gabiriella: Now you want to ask someone if they speak Japanese. Ask the question
(5 seconds)
Kaori: HAREEEETE T I H\
(ICIEACEIZIEEZI N, Nihongo o hanasemasu ka.)
{pause}
Gabriella: Now it's time to answer the question with actual information about yourself.
Kaori:



HAZBEELTELIH,
(ICEFACEIFIIEEEIH. Nihongo o hanasemasu ka.)
{pause}

OUTRO

Gabiriella: This is the end of Lesson 5



