LESSON NOTES

Survival Phrases S2 #9
CanYou Say It Again?
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KAN]JI
1. E5—EBE>TF3L,

2. WOKHDELTTFELY,

KANA
1 EDVNEEVDTLRES L,

o WO DEF>FELTLRESL,

ROMANIZATION

1 Mo ichido itte kudasai.

> Yukkuri hanashite kudasai.

ENGLISH
1. Canyou say itagain?

> Please speak slowly.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
already, soon, again,
€5 t5 mo more




—E ns& ichido once, one time
gD AL iu to speak, to say
T30 <EEW kudasai please
P> D P> D yukkuri slowly
) (3759 hanasu to speak, to talk; V1

SAMPLE SENTENCES

€5, ENEEDOFI LK, Z?ES—ESELLET,

Mo, sore wa owarimashita yo. E? Mo ichi-do onegai shimasu.

That was already finished. What? Could you say that again?
AEEDELNTTFIL, KeTT0,

Nani mo iwanaide kudasai. Mizu o kudasai.

Please don't say anything. Can | have some water, please?
WOIDELTREL, KIFRFEEHAREZE LTI,
Yukkuri hanashite kudasai. Kare wa Ei-go to Nihon-go o hanashimasu.
Please speak slowly. He speaks English and Japanese.

Language Tip

In Japanese, "Can You Say It Again?"is Mo ichido itte kudasai. The first phrase, mé ichido
means, "once again." This is followed by itte, which is the conjugated form of iu meaning,
"tosay." The last word, kudasai, means, "please." So all together, it's Mo ichido itte
kudasali. Literally, this means, "Again, say, please."

Now if someone repeats the same sentence for you but at lightning speed, you may want
to ask that person to slow down. But you want to ask politely. In Japanese, "Speak slowly
please" is Yutkuri hanashite kudasai. The first word, Yutkuri, means, "slowly." This is
followed by hanashite, which is the conjugated form of the root verb hanasu, which
means, "to speak." The last word is the now familiar kudasai, meaning, "please." So all



together, we have Yutkuri hanashite kudasai. Literally, this means, "Slowly, speak,
please." or "Please speak slowly."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Sachiko's Secret: The Short Forms of "Can You Say It Again?"

Tip #1

Today, Sachiko gives you quicker, informal variations of today's phrases. Now, it's much more
polite to say the entire sentence. But if it's a bit too long to remember, you can use just the first
half of the sentence. You may say, M6 Ichido, which is just, "once again" and Yutkuri, which is
"slowly." Because these phrases by themselves could sound abrupt and might come off as
rude, you should bow your head a little as you say them. That's a gesture of respectin Japan.
Or perhaps even add the English word "please" at the end as in "Mé ichido, please" or
"Yutkuri, please." Japanese people know the English word "please" so they'll know that you're
trying your best to be polite.

Tip#2

When you ask someone to repeat a sentence for you, be sure to express your gratitude. You
can do that by bowing and saying, Démo arigaté gozaimasu, which is a very polite way of
saying, "Thank you."

And if you still can't catch what the person is saying, you can always ask them to write down
the message. We'll cover how to ask that question in another lesson.



