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ZVNCETLFNLLENTT,

TE. ENME - - - DATZA L RIENTT,

ROMANIZATION

KUROKAWA
SENSEI:

KENTO:

KUROKAWA
SENSEIL:

KENTO:

KUROKAWA
SENSEI:

KENTO:

ENGLISH

MS. KUROKAWA:

KENT:

MS. KUROKAWA:

Akagi-kun, Akagi Kento-kun.

Nani?

"Nani" ja nai, "nan desu ka" desu.

Sumimasen.
Nan desu ka. Sensei.

Daijobu desu ka.
Jugyo wa muzukashii desu ka.

Eigo wa muzukashiku nai desu.
Demo, hoka wa... kantan ja nai desu.

Akagi, Kent Akagi.

Yeah?

It's not "Yeah," it's "Yes, what is it?"
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4. KENT:

5. MS. KUROKAWA:

I'm sorry.
Yes, Ms. Kurokawa, whatis it?

How are you getting on?
Are your classes difficult?

6. KENT: English isn't difficult.
But the rest...aren't easy.
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
b CwELd jugyo class, lesson
yivias HFATL sensei teacher
OK, all right, no
ALk UL &5 daijobu problem
HER Z0WC eigo English language
20 LFML LY muzukashii difficult :-i adjective
1t (FH hoka other
simple, easy :-na
g8 ATz A kantan adjective
A X nani what
SAMPLE SENTENCES
BAREDOERENFETI, BARFTEFRVTET,

Nihongo no jugyd ga suki desu.

| ike Japanese class.

Suzuki-sensei wa ii sensei da.

Mr. Suzuki is a good teacher.




RABTIHM? KELXRTIM? REMDMD T I D,

Kaze desu ka? Daijobu desu ka? Eigo ga wakarimasu ka.

Do you have a cold? Are you all right? Do you understand English?
BRI LLTY, fEOAFECTIN?

Kanji wa muzukashii desu. Hoka no hito wa doko desu ka?
Chinese characters are difficult. Where are the other people?
HAGEIEETI N, AlZ=ERHF I D

Nihongo wa kantan desu ka. Nani o nomimasu ka.

Is Japanese easy? What would you like to drink?

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

K 3L 3K (daijobu): "All right,” "no problem"

The word daijébu (K3 K) is one of the most common words you will encounter in Japanese.
It literally means "all right," or "no problem," and its exact meaning depends on the situation.
When said with rising intonation, it becomes a question to ask if someone/something is all
right. Please check the Language Tip atthe end of the Lesson Notes for more information on
this phrase.

HiEE (eigo) - "English language"
This is word means "English," as in the English language. The go (55) is a suffix meaning
"language." Note that the word for "Japanese language," nihongo (HZZ8) is the word for

"Japan" (nihon) plus the suffix go. This rule of country name plus & works for almost every
country, but there are a few exceptions, eigo being one of them.

B2 % (jugyo) - "class,” "lesson"
This word means "class" or "lesson," and we use it to refer to classes taken at school.

5y 9 HU L\ (muzukashii) - "hard," "difficult"

We use this word to express the idea that something is hard or difficult to do, but we also use
it a lot to refuse a request. In Japanese, when people want to say that something can't be
done or itis not possible, they may say that it is muzukashiis,

GRAMMAR



The Focus of This Lesson Is Reviewing Formal and Informal Speech.
FEKIC.C XV, TEATIHITT,

“Nani" ja nai, "nan desu ka" desu.

“It's not 'yeah,"it's 'yes, what is it?™"

In this lesson, we'll review the differences between formal and informal speech.

Reviewing Formal and Informal Speech

Let's quickly review formal and informal speech patterns in Japanese.

Formal Speech: Formal speech uses verbs in their -masu form. Adjectives and nouns are
always followed by desu. We use formal speech with teachers, superiors, and those of

higher social status. (If you have studied the previous Newbie Lessons, you are familiar

with this type of speech).

Informal Speech: Informal speech uses verbs and adjectives in their dictionary form. We
use informal speech with family, friends, peers (those of equal status), and those of lower
status.

Let's take a look at some common everyday expressions in both styles of speech.
For Example:

Informal Japanese Formal Japanese “English”
Ohayo. Ohayo gozaimasu.

(BIFELD, ) (BlFESTSVNFET, ) "Good morning."
Oyasumi. Oyasumi nasai.

(BPITH, ) (BPTHELI), ) "Good night."

Gomen nasai.
S (COALS), )or
(C‘M/\; ) Sumimasen. "I'm sorry."

(FHFEA. )

Now, let's take a look at how we use adjectives and nouns in both styles of speech:

Construction Informal Japanese Formal Japanese “English"




muzukashii muzukashii desu

Adjective GFMLL) GFMLUTY)  difficult’

atsui atsui desu

| Adjective (& D)) (BHDLITY) "hot"
kantan (da) kantan desu

Na Adjective (DA TZA D)) (IMATEA TT) "simple"
shizuka (da) shizuka desu

Na Adjective (L FHVE)) (LFHTY) "quiet"
soba (da) soba (desu)

Noun (Z1Z(/2)) (FIFTY) "soba noodles"

In formal Japanese, notice how adjectives and nouns are always followed by desu. In
informal Japanese, we drop desu. Instead, after na adjectives and nouns, we can replace
desu with da. Note that we cannot use da afteriadjectives.

Examples from This Dialogue

1 BISEE  KIKRTIh, BELGEHLWLWTITH,
Kurokawa sensei: Daijdbu desu ka. Jugyd wa muzukashii desu ka.
Ms. Kurokawa: "How are you getting on? Are your classes difficult?"

o, TUK REGELLLEVTY, TE, fild: - - ERECPEVTT,
Kento: Eigo wa muzukashiku nai desu. Demo, hoka wa...kantan ja nai desu.
Kent: "English isn't difficult. But the rest...aren't easy."

Language Tip: Daijobu (X3 X) "All right," "No problem"

The word daijobu (K3K) is one of the most common words you will encounterin

Japanese. It literally means "all right" or "no problem," and its exact meaning depends on
the situation. When we say it with rising intonation, it becomes a question to ask whether
someone/something is all right.

For Example:



Statement ("I'm/it's Question ("Are you/Is it

okay") okay?")

Daijobu. Daijobu?
Informal Japanese (XXX, ) (KXX?)

Daijobu desu. Daijobu desu ka?
Formal Japanese (AXEXTT, ) (AXEXTIH?)

Example from This Dialogue

. RBIFE AXXTIH, BESHLITID,

Kurokawa sensei: Daijdobu desu ka. Jugyd wa muzukashii desu ka.
Ms. Kurokawa: "How are you getting on? Are your classes difficult?"

Here, Ms. Kurokawa is asking Kent whether everything is all right in regards to his classes.
If Kent wanted to say that everything was all right, he could simply reply with Daijébu

desu (KXKTY ).



