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LESSON NOTES

Newbie S5 #11
We Know You're Busy, But There's
Always Time for Japanese!
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ROMANIZATION

KENTO: Ima? Ku-ji.
...un, gogo ku-ji-han. Igirisu wa ima, nan-ji?
... Jani-ji-han? Gozen? Hé.
... gakko? Un, muzukashii.
Eigo wa kantan dakedo, hoka wa muzukashii yo.... Un, tanoshii yo.
Madoka-chan mo, Madoka-chan no rydshin mo, yasashii yo.
...ja ne. Hai. Oyasumi.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1 KENT: Right now? It's nine o'clock...
Yeah, nine-thirty P.M. What time is it now in England?
Twelve-thirty?... In the morning? Wow...
School? Yeah, it's tough.
English is easy, but the rest are hard...
Yeabh, it's fun.
Madoka and her parents are really kind...
See ya. Okay. Good night.
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
= RS ima now, the present time
I ctEA gozen a.m.
LU =D L L) tanoshii enjoyable, fun; i-Adj
R m>C5 gakko school
(F& (F& kedo but, however
MR DN&ESUA ryoshin parents
PILL PILOL) yasashii kind, gentle; i-Adj
'Night!l; Good night

SAMPLE SENTENCES

S, [ARTIN,

Ima, nan+ji desu ka.

What time is it now?

FRINEIC, FERRCTEVEL &£ D,

Gozen ku+ji ni, Shinjuku eki de aimash@.

Let's meet at Shinjuku station at 9AM.

TAXZ—SVREELWTT,

Dizunirando wa tanoshii desu.

Disneyland is fun.

FRIIRHNS. B&LDEREVTT,
Gakko wa ie kara, chotto toi desu.

The school is a bit far from my home.




SHEEMWTFE, BHREEWTY, MHEOES(ERETI,

Ky6 wa atatakai kedo, ashita wa samui desu. Ryéshin no shusshin wa Narita desu.
Today is warm but tomorrow will be cold. My parents are from Narita.
JI1—TAFPTLVTT, HPIH. VYV !

Ryu-san wa yasashii desu. Oyasumi, mama!

Ryu is kind. '‘Night, Mum!

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is Telling Time and Asking the Time in Japanese.
VIYFIXH—(IS, Ak?

Manchesuta wa ima, nan-ji?

"What time is it nowin Manchester?"

In this lesson, we'll look at how ask the time and tell time in Japanese and the conjunction
kedo, meaning "but."

Asking and Telling Time
Asking the Time

In informal Japanese, you can ask the time by using the phrase we heard in the dialogue:
Ima nanji? (S{aIEF ?) Ima (5) means "now," and nanji ({BIEF) combines the characters for

"what" (fal, nan) and "time" (B, Jji).

For Example:

1. S{Allg?
Ima nanji?
"What time is it (now)?"

Formal Form: To make this phrase formal, simply add desu ka (C9 H\) after the phrase.

Telling Time




Now let's take a look at how to tell time in Japanese.
Hours

For hours, we add ji (B5) to the number. Please be careful of the special pronunciations of
"four o'clock" (yo-ji) and "nine o'clock" (ku-ji).

Japanese Romaji “English"
—B ichiji 1:00
s ni-ji 2:00
=K san-ji 3:00
PaBs yoji 4:00
ol goJi 5:00
LS roku-ji 6:00
s shichi-ji 7:00
J\BF hachi-ji 8:00
JUBF ku-ji 9:00
+ 5 ja-ji 10:00
+—H0F jaichi-ji 11:00
+ B Ja ni-ji 12:00
Minutes

For minutes, we add fun (93') to the number. Please watch out for the sound changes that
take place after certain numbers.

Japanese Romaji "English”

—5 i-opun "one minute"

- ni-fun "two minutes"




= san-pun "three minutes"

Utps) yon-pun "“four minutes"
yon-fun

Ealya) go-fun "five minutes"

N ro-ppun "six minutes”

SV nana-fun "seven minutes”

AVs) ha-ppun "eight minutes"
hachi-fun

yalas kyd-fun "nine minutes"

+5 jt{-ppun "ten minutes”
Ji-bpun

+H7 jago-fun "fifteen minutes"

=4+ or¢ sanju-ppun or han "thirty minutes"”

a+H 79 yonjago-fun "forty-five minutes"

To indicate A.M. or P.M., we use the words gozen (4FHil) and gogo (4F#8).
Please note that, unlike in English, these words come before the time.

For Example:

Uk SAAK. - - - DA FEARS
Kento: Ima? Hachi-ji.... un, gogo hachi-ji-han.
"Kent: Right now? It's eight o'clock... Yeah, eight-thirty P.M."

The Conjunction Kedo (|7 &)

Let's take a look at the conjunction kedo (IF &), which we use after a phrase. We translate

it as "but" in English. As is the case with "but," when you use kedo, there should be some
kind of contrast between the first and second phrase.



[Phrase 1] + kedo + [Phrase 2]

Let's look at the grammar rules for using kedo. Kedo can directly follow a verb in the
plain or plain past form or an iadjective. When you use it with a na adjective or noun,
however, you need the copula da (or its past tense form datta) in between.

® Verb in plain/plain past form + kedo

@ /adjective + kedo
® na adjective + da/datta + kedo
® noun + da/datta + kedo

Phrase 1 (F& Phrase 2 "English"
Hiragana wa kanji wa
kantan da muzukashii.

OSDIEIEMAIE  kedo FE
ATE

DA CIBLFNU
0,

"Hiragana is easy,
but kanjiis hard."

Karé wa karai 17 L oishii. "Curry is spicy but
—(ED5 () kedo (& 0_5‘(,][/(,)0 delicious."
O-tésan wa o-kasan wa

nihonjin da igirisujin. ) "My dad is
ERSAIFHEA  kedo [FE SESAIETFY  Japanese, but my
Vel XA, mum is British."

Examples from This Dialogue

1. HEEIHNATZALIFE, METFHNLUK,
Eigo wa kantan dakedo, hoka wa muzukashii yo.
"English is easy, but the rest are difficult."

Language Tip: The Particle Yo

In the dialogue, we saw the sentence-ending particle yo Kent used:

TURSA, ZLULK,
Kento: Un, tanoshii yo.
"Kent: Yeah, it's fun."



The speaker uses this sentence-ending particle to express a strong conviction about
something or to declare something emphatically. When you use yo at the end of a
sentence, the nuance is that you are telling the listeners something they do not know.

Sample Sentence

1. CCODNL—FETERLVLULK,
Koko no karé wa totemo oishii yo.
"This place's curry is really delicious, you know."



