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LESSON NOTES
Culture Class: Essential Japanese

VocabularyS1#8
Pop and traditional culture
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What are five examples of pop and traditional culture in Japan?
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What are five examples of pop and traditional culture in Japan?
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ROMANIZATION

What are five examples of pop and traditional culture in Japan?
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2 1.shodo

3 2. matsuri

4+ 3. Hatsumode

5 4.0-bon
6. 5. haiku
ENGLISH

1. What are five examples of pop and traditional culture in Japan?

> 1.Calligraphy

3 2. Festival

4. 3. The first visit to a shrine of the year

5 4.Bon Festival

5. 5. Haiku poetry

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
g8 L&k&ES shodd calligraphy
230, FDOD matsuri festival

oG] (FL< haiku haiku poetry
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The first visitto a

Hatsumode shrine of the year

HE HEFEA

O-bon Bon Festival

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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Shogakusei wa, gakké no shodé no jugyo de
shuji o naraimasu.

Elementary school children learn calligraphy at
school.

KORHBEE. LLKEXESITONK
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Matsuri ga aru toki wa, yoku hanabi mo
ageraremasu.

When there's a festival, fireworks are often also
set off.

FEAIC(E. BROSNEXZRISEOBOTNAS
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Haiku ni wa, kagirareta moji ni fukai omoi ga
komerarete imasu.

Haiku poetry expresses very deep thoughts with a
very limited number of words.
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Hatsumode de wa omamori o kai, furui omamori o
kaeshimasu.

At the first visit to the shrine of the year, people
buy lucky charms and protective charms for the
coming year and return those from the past year.
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O-bon wa sosen o matsuru kikan na no de, sosen no rei 0 mukaeru mae ni o-haka o séji suru no wa

taisetsu na koto desu.

Obon is a period of honoring one's ancestors, so it's important to clean the family graves before

welcoming their spirits.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

1. Calligraphy

In Japanese calligraphy, an ink brush is dipped in black ink produced from an inkstick.
Calligraphy was the standard form of writing in ancient Japan, but it now remains as an art

form.



2. Festival

Matsuriis a general term in Japanese for any kind of festival. At Japanese festivals, there are
many stalls selling food and/or offering games. Such festivals are often held in warm or hot
seasons and people go out at night wearing traditional summer kimono called yukata.

3. The first visit to a shrine of the year

Hatsumaéde is the first visit to a shrine (sometimes a temple) of the year. People go to the
shrine on one of the first three days in January to greet the gods and to pray for a good year.

4. Bon Festival

O-bonis a Japanese Buddhist custom which takes place in August, during which the spirits of
deceased ancestors are said to revisit the altar in the family home. Typically, Japanese
people welcome their deceased ancestors on the 13th of August and send them back to the
afterlife on the 16th of August, but these dates vary in each region.

5. Haiku poetry

A haiku poem has only three lines, with 5 syllables in the first line, 7 in the second line and 5
in third line. It must usually include a word which represents a season.



