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INTRODUCTION

Yura: Hi everyone, I'm Yura.

Natsuko: And I'm Natsuko!

Yura: And welcome to Culture Class: Essential Japanese Vocabulary, Lesson 25! In
this lesson you'll learn 5 essential words related to Fine arts. These are five well-known
Japanese writers. Hand picked. You can find a complete list of vocabulary at
JapanesePod101.com

FIVE KEY VOCABULARY ITEMS

Yura: Natsuko, what’s our first word?

Natsuko: %5028

Yura: Lady Murasaki, a Japanese novelist and poet of the Heian period

Natsuko: (slow) 2TVER (regular) SIVER

Yura: Listeners, please repeat:

Natsuko: %1026

[pause - 5 sec.]

Yura: Murasakishikibu was a Japanese novelist and poet in the Heian period. Her
talent, which was evident from her childhood, continually surprised the people around
her. -

Yura: Now, let's hear a sample sentence using this word.

Natsuko: (normal) BB (E. DREEYIE] CTL<HASNTUVET,

Yura: Lady Murasaki is best known for her long story ""The Tale of Genji"".

Natsuko: (slow) BRI, DRE¥EE] TEL<ASNTVET,

Yura: Okay, what’s the next word?

Natsuko: )| lifRR A

Yura: Yasunari Kawabata, a short story writer and novelist

Natsuko: (slow) JIimERRY (regular) )|iHERAK

Yura: Listeners, please repeat:

Natsuko: )1 lifRR A

[pause - 5 sec.]

Yura: Yasunari Kawabata was a Japanese short story writer and novelist who was the
first Japanese writer to receive the Nobel Prize for Literature. Extracts from his work
are often used in Japanese high school and junior high school textbooks and exams. -
Yura: Now, let's hear a sample sentence using this word.

Natsuko: (normal) HAADE E A EDARRNNHRBD EE] v [FED@OF] =
MAICERHDIET,

Yura: Almost all Japanese people have read Yasunari Kawabata's novels ""Snow
Country"" and ""the Dancing Girl of



lzu"".

Natsuko: (slow) HAADIFEAEDAINIHERERD [EE] > MREEDO@EOF1 &5
AEERGDE T,

Yura: Okay, what’s the next word?

Natsuko: X TfE=Ef

Yura: Kenzaburo Oe, an author of contemporary literature

Natsuko: (slow) KST#E=EF (regular) ATfE=EB

Yura: Listeners, please repeat:

Natsuko: X TfE=Ef

[pause - 5 sec.]

Yura: Kenzaburo Oe is a Japanese author of contemporary literature. His works deal
with political and social issues, including nuclear weapons and nuclear power. -

Yura: Now, let's hear a sample sentence using this word.

Natsuko: (normal) [BIETTED T v ~R—JU] (. KIB=EBOARIETI,

Yura: ""The Silent Cry"" is one of Kenzaburo Oe's best known works.

Natsuko: (slow) BETENT v R—IU] (. KIB=ZESORKRIETT,

Yura: Okay, what’s the next word?

Natsuko: #1_EZ&1&

Yura: Haruki Murakami, a Japanese writer and translator

Natsuko: (slow) Ff_E&#& (regular) 7_E&E&

Yura: Listeners, please repeat:

Natsuko: 71 _EZ&1&

[pause - 5 sec.]

Yura: Haruki Murakami is a Japanese writer and translator. His works are surreal and
unique, and are highly appreciated worldwide. -

Yura: Now, let's hear a sample sentence using this word.

Natsuko: (normal) #f E&BD [V ILD T 1 DFR] (F4305BEFED £(F. TRET—
Ll OEFo>MFEE DT,

Yura: Haruki Murakami’s novel Norwegian Wood triggered the ""Murakami boom"", with
total sales of 4.3 million copies.

Natsuko: (slow) Ff EE&D LD T 1 D7 (F4306EEFED E(F. TR ET—L]
DE>MNFEFE DTS,

Yura: Okay, what’s the last word?

Natsuko: t&[1—ZF

Yura: Ichiyo Higuchi, a female Japanese writer of the 19th century

Natsuko: (slow) #l1—ZE (regular) fg[1—Z

Yura: Listeners, please repeat:

Natsuko: t&[1—ZF

[pause - 5 sec.]

Yura: Ichiyo Higuchi (a pen name) is a female Japanese writer of the late 19th century.



One of her best known works is ""Takekurabe"" (meaning
translated as ""Child's Play""). -

Yura: Now, let's hear a sample sentence using this word.
Natsuko: (normal) B8O—ZE(F. & U THHTHEILOBERICIED T LTz,

Yura: Ichiyo Higuchi is the first woman whose likeness was printed on banknotes.
Natsuko: (slow) #A—E(F. XL U THH THALDBERICED T LT,

comparing heights"", and

QUIZ

Yura: Okay listeners, are you ready to be quizzed on the words you just learned?
Natsuko will give you the Japanese — please repeat it out loud! Are you ready?
Natsuko: 8B

[pause]Yura: Lady Murasaki, a Japanese novelist and poet of the Heian period
Natsuko: )| lifmRR A

[pause]Yura: Yasunari Kawabata, a short story writer and novelist

Natsuko: ATFE=Ef

[pause]Yura: Kenzaburo Oe, an author of contemporary literature

Natsuko: #f_Z&45

[pause]Yura: Haruki Murakami, a Japanese writer and translator

Natsuko: HB[]—

[pause]Yura: Ichiyo Higuchi, a female Japanese writer of the 19th century

OUTRO

Yura: There you have it — five writers in Japan! We have more vocab lists available at
JapanesePod101.com, so be sure to check them out. Thanks everyone, see you next
time!

Natsuko: F7z4a !



