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LESSON TRANSCRIPT
Culture Class: Essential Japanese

Vocabulary S1#23
Natural Disasters
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INTRODUCTION

Yura: Hi everyone, I'm Yura.

Natsuko: And I'm Natsuko!

Yura: And welcome to Culture Class: Essential Japanese Vocabulary, Lesson 23! In
this lesson you'll learn 5 essential words related to Health

FIVE KEY VOCABULARY ITEMS

Yura: Natsuko, what’s our first word?

Natsuko: =

Yura: earthquake

Natsuko: (slow) 12 (regular) HE

Yura: Listeners, please repeat:

Natsuko: itEZE

[pause - 5 sec.]

Yura:

Since Japan is located above several oceanic plates and has active faults,
earthquakes are quite a common occurrence all over the country. One of the biggest
and the most recent was the Great East Japan Earthquake, which happened in March
2011. -

Yura: Now, let's hear a sample sentence using this word.

Natsuko: (normal) HARDFAL S, ZROBEIET. MEDERICBEFSIHEZZEV
x9,

Yura: Japanese school children have periodic earthquake drills to teach them how to
protect themselves in the event of an earthquake.

Natsuko: (slow) HADF(E, ZROBEIIFET. MEDBRICBEFEIREEZRZUIE
ERP

Yura: Okay, what’s the next word?

Natsuko: 335

Yura: tsunami / seismic sea wave

Natsuko: (slow) 33K (regular) 3K

Yura: Listeners, please repeat:

Natsuko: 335

[pause - 5 sec.]

Yura:

When earthquakes happen near or under the ocean, a tsunami often follows soon
afterwards. Due to the fact that Japan is surrounded by ocean, tsunamis are part of the
""set"" that comes with an earthquake that people have to be reminded to be wary of. -
Yura: Now, let's hear a sample sentence using this word.



Natsuko: (normal) 2011434, ILAATIIHEDRICEXEBRNMALFE. Z<OmM
rONF LT,

Yura: After the earthquake in March 2011, a huge tsunami destroyed several cities in
North Japan, and thousands of people lost their lives.

Natsuko: (slow) 2011838, IKHATEIHMENRICEXERMALFE. Z0mMk
nnFELic,

Yura: Okay, what’s the next word?

Natsuko: &/&

Yura: typhoon

Natsuko: (slow) & (regular) &&

Yura: Listeners, please repeat:

Natsuko: &/&

[pause - 5 sec.]

Yura:

Typhoons often occur on the sea in the south of Japan. Typhoons often hit Japan at
autumn time, passing through the more northern islands of Japan. -

Yura: Now, let's hear a sample sentence using this word.

Natsuko: (normal) BBEMNEET D&, KEBEERFIOLIT T,

Yura: When typhoons move across Japan, public transportation cannot function
properly.

Natsuko: (slow) BERMNLEET D&, RKBEERENFIOLE T,

Yura: Okay, what’s the next word?

Natsuko: EH1

Yura: avalanche

Natsuko: (slow) & a8 (regular) E58

Yura: Listeners, please repeat:

Natsuko: EH1

[pause - 5 sec.]

Yura:

Mountainous terrain dominates over 70% of Japan's land. People enjoy visiting
mountain areas throughout the year, but during the winter and spring mountaineers may
encounter avalanches. -

Yura: Now, let's hear a sample sentence using this word.

Natsuko: (normal) £ EEDEIE. KR FH CERHEICHT B FRZFUOMNTIET,
Yura: During winter and spring, weather forecasters often call people's attention to
avalanches.

Natsuko: (slow) 2EEDEIF. KR FBECERICHIT S FEEMHUONMTET,

Yura: Okay, what’s the last word?

Natsuko: EEFE

Yura: torrential



rains

Natsuko: (slow) =R (regular) EEF =R/

Yura: Listeners, please repeat:

Natsuko: EFERM

[pause - 5 sec.]

Yura:

There are several reasons behind torrential rains in Japan, including typhoons and
seasonal rain fronts. During the summer, torrential rains can also happen due to
cumulonimbus clouds.

Yura: Now, let's hear a sample sentence using this word.

Natsuko: (normal) HAT(ZE. BRPCEMIIEROFEE CEFRRMICEBONS CEMLL
HDFI,

Yura: Typhoons and seasonal rain fronts often bring about torrential rains in Japan.
Natsuko: (slow) HATI(E. SRACERIIEOZE CEFRRMICENONDI CENRKILDH
NFEI,

QUIZ

Yura: Okay listeners, are you ready to be quizzed on the words you just learned?
Natsuko will give you the Japanese — please say the English meaning out loud! Are
you ready?

Natsuko: it

[pause]Yura: earthquake

Natsuko: ;3%

[pause]Yura: tsunami / seismic sea wave

Natsuko: &8

[pause]Yura: typhoon

Natsuko: a5

[pause]Yura: avalanche

Natsuko: EEFERM

[pause]Yura: torrential rains

OUTRO

Yura: There you have it — five natural disasters in Japan! We have more vocab lists
available at JapanesePod101.com, so be sure to check them out. Thanks everyone,
see you next time!
Natsuko: &7z !



