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KAN]JI

(At customs)

OFFICER: IRRAR—k FRBVLE T,
ZN[EEATI N,

T3> CNE BHPFTY,
XF20O 7ILI—-JLTY,

OFFICER: TF—37

T1o5—: (0o

OFFICER: CNIEFEATIN,

F15—: N (&, US> ? Diapertd,

OFFICER: Diaper ? Diaper ($ A TI H'

ROMANIZATION

(At customs)

OFFICER: Pasupoto onegaishimasu.
Sore wa nan desu ka.

TEIRA: Kore wa omiyage desu.
Mekishiko no arukoru desu.

OFFICER: Tekira?

CONT'D OVER



TEIRA:

Hai.

OFFICER: Kore wa nan desu ka.
TEIRA: Sore wa, Sara no Diaper desu.
OFFICER: Diaper? Diaper wa nan desu ka.
ENGLISH
(At customs)
OFFICER: Passport, please.
What is that?
TAYLOR: This is a souvenir.
It's Mexican alcohol.
OFFICER: Tequila?
TAYLOR: Yes.
OFFICER: Whatis this?
TAYLOR: Those are Sarah's diapers.
OFFICER: Diaper? What are diapers?
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English




XF23m XF+23M Mekishiko no Mexican
n _n kore this (one)
IEATI N, IEATIHY, Nan desu ka. What is it?
JIRRAR— IRZAR— pasupoto passport
=0 Z=n sore that (one)
PRMV/VLFT PRNVLFET onegai shimasu please
TFE—3 TE—3 tekira tequila
IEA & A nan what
a small gift, a
H T ST omiyage souvenir
7ZIJL3a—=)b 7ZIL3a—=)b arukoru alcohol

SAMPLE SENTENCES

CNEAFTTIDHHNLTI,

Kore wa Mekishiko no okashi desu.

This is a Mexican sweet.

chE. KS5HATT,

Kore wa yokan desu.

This is soft sweet red bean jelly.

CHNUITEATI DY

Kore wa nan desu ka?

What is this?

IRAR—EBRHDFT,

Pasupodto ga arimasu.

| have a passport.

ZNEAASTY,

Sore wa kamera desu.

That's a camera.

HBFEXZa1— FRBULLET,

Mizu to menyd, onegai shimasu.

Some water and a menu, please.

TFE-SHAEVWTETY,

Tekira ga daisuki desu.

| love tequila.

CNISTELATI DY,

Kore wa nan desu ka.

What's this?




CNEHH®IF T, cNE77ILI—-ILTI D,

Kore wa omiyage desu. Kore wa arukéru desu ka.

This is a small gift for you. Is this alcohol?

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

77 )L 3 —)b (arukéru)

Arukéru means "alcohol" or "alcoholic beverage." We commonly use another Japanese word
for "alcohol," 0-sake, in daily conversation. In conversation, we use arukéru and o-sake
interchangeably.

Let's check some names of other beverages...

Japanese "English"
mizu "water"
jasu "juice"
o-cha "tea"

kohi "coffee"
biru "beer"

X F 2 @ (Mekishiko no)

In the dialogue, we had the phrase mekishiko no arukéru, which literally means "alcohol of
Mexico" and translates to "Mexican alcohol." You can tell from which country the item comes
by adding no to a name of a country.

[Name of a Country] + no + [Noun]

[ J
Nihon no okashi = "Japanese sweets"
Furansu no mizu = "French water"
GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is Asking What Something Is.
EFNEEATIT D,



Sore wa nan desu Ka.
"What is that?"

In this lesson, you'll learn how to say "what's this?" and "what's that?" in Japanese.

Review: Kore, Sore, and Are

Let's review how to say "this" and "that" in Japanese!

We use kore for anitem close to the speaker. — "this one"

(]

. We use sore for anitem far from the speaker but close to the listener. — "that
one near you"

o We use are for anitem far from both the speaker and the listener. — "that one

over there"

Review: Asking What Something Is

Let's review how to ask "what isit?" in Japanese!

Formation

[A] wa nan desu ka.— "What is [A]?"

o
*Nan is a question word meaning "what."
For Example:
[A] wa nan desu ka. "English"
Kore wa nan desu ka. "What's this?"
Sore wa nan desu ka. "What's that?"
Are wa nan desu ka. "What's that over
there?"

Sample



Sentences

1. A YOkan wa nan desu ka.
B: (Yokan wa) Nihon no o-kashi desu.
A: "What's yokan?"
B: "It's a Japanese sweet."

2, A : Tekira wa nan desu ka.
B: (Tekira wa) Mekishiko no o-sake desu.
A: "What's tequila?"
B: "It's Mexican alcohol."

Reference

onegaishimasu — Absolute Beginner Season 1 Lesson 5

nan desu ka? — Absolute Beginner Season 1 Lesson 11



