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ROMANIZATION

KAORI: Hajimemashite. Watashi wa Kaori desu.

TEIRA: Kaori-san? Hajimemashite. Boku wa Teira desu.
KAORI: Yoroshiku o-negai shimasu.

TEIRA: Yoroshiku 0-negai shimasu.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1 KAORI: Nice to meet you! I'm Kaori.

> TAYLOR: Kaori? Nice to meet you, I'm Taylor.

5. KAORI: It's a pleasure to meet you. (Literally, Please look favorably upon
me.)

4. TAYLOR: It's a pleasure to meet you too. (Literally, Please look favorably

upon me too.)

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
A hizL watashi I, me
LA ULPEVLLE AL L<EFERNLL yoroshiku onegai It's a pleasure to
g F9 shimasu meet you.
polite name suffix,
Sh Sh safl similar to Mr. or Mrs.
TY TY desu roughly means 'to be'
(F< F< boku |, me (used by males)

SAMPLE SENTENCES

MEITFETY,

Watashi wa Suzuki desu.

I'm Suzuki.

RIEMz35TY, LBL<HRMLLE

ER

Tanaka Tard desu. Yoroshiku onegai shimasu.

I'm Taro Tanaka. It's a pleasure to meet you.

HPI A /3rOv =TI,

Tanaka-san wa pairotto desu.

Mr./Ms. Tanaka is a pilot.

nrLFTIay - A=XTT,

Watashi wa Jon Sumisu desu.

| am John Smith.




(F<IEFEETT,

Boku wa gakusei desu.

I'm a student.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

You may have noticed that when Taylor and Kaori introduced themselves, they used different
words for "I." Taylor used boku, and Kaori used watashi. So what's the difference?

Watashi(D Tz L)

Basically, the general word for "I" is watashi. Women usually use this when referring to
themselves. Men use it too but usually only in very formal situations (think job interviews or
similar situations). If a male person overuses watashi when there is no real need to be very
polite, it may not sound very natural.

Boku (1<)

Boku is another word that means "I," but mostly males use it. In situations where regular
polite language will suffice (as opposed to super polite language), men can use boku instead
of watashi to refer to themselves.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is Saying What Something Is (A is B).
Kaori-san? Hajimemashite. Boku wa Teira desu.

MNWEDIANFCHFELT, FIFFTT>5—TT,
"Kaori? Nice to meet you, I'm Taylor."

In this lesson, you will learn how to say what something is in Japanese. In English, we use
the verb "to be" to say what something is, and there are many different forms of it: "l am
Jennifer," "you are tired," "heis rich," etc. In Japanese, we can use the same patternto
say all of these things.

Saying What Something Is ("Ais B")

Let's take a look at the sentence pattern for saying what something is:
Sentence Pattern:

[A] wa [B] desu/"[A] is [B]"



In this pattern,

A =the item being talked about ("me," "you," "he," "the dog," "an apple," etc.)
B = what you are identifying it as ("Jennifer," "Raul," "a souvenir," "water," etc.)
Now, let's make some sentences using this pattern:

A/wa/B/desu/"English”

1 Watashi ("I") wa Jenifa desu.
"I'm Jennifer."

5 Boku ("1") wa Rauru desu.
“I'm Raul."

3, Watashi wa pairotto ("pilot") desu.
“I'm a pilot."

4. Boku wa shefu ("chef") desu.
"I'm a chef."

5 Kore ("this") wa omiyage ("souvenir") desu.
"This is a souvenir."

6. Kore wa mizu ("water)" desu.
"This is water."

See how the wa and desu never change? To use this pattern, simply change parts A and
B!
For Example:

1 Kore wa sushi desu.

CNFFLTY,

"This is sushi."

2. Watashi wa Tomasu Ejison desu.
L, k—VXIZYVUTY,
"I'm Thomas Edison."

Examples from This Dialogue

1) Watashi wa Kaori desu.
DzLIEHNHDTT,

"I'm Kaori."



o Boku wa Teira desu.
F<EF1=>—7T1,

"I'm Taylor."



