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LESSON NOTES

Absolute Beginner S1 #5
CanYou Take My Japanese Order?
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ROMANIZATION

KYAKU:

Sumimasen! Menyu, onegai shimasu
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o, TEN'IN: Hai.

3 KYAKU: Sumimasen, mizu, onegai shimasu.
4. TEN'IN: Hai.
5 KYAKU: Sumimasen, chimon, onegai shimasu.
6. TEN'IN: Hai.
ENGLISH
1. CUSTOMER: Excuse me, can | geta menu?
>, WAITER: Sure.
5. CUSTOMER: Excuse me, can | get some water?
4. WAITER: Sure.
5. CUSTOMER: Excuse me, can you take my order?
. WAITER: Sure-!
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
HFETA HE LA o-kyaku-san customer, guest
ENX 5 2>EA chimon order
XZ1— XZ1— menyu menu




(E0) (E0) hai Yes.

7K HF mizu water
HEE HHL(FL o-kaikei check, bill
PEVLET PRNVLET onegai shimasu please

SAMPLE SENTENCES

PETA. THFTEA. THIEA. EXESFELNLET,
O-kyaku-san, sumimasen. Sumimasen, chdmon o onegai shimasu.
Excuse me sir./Excuse me, ma'am. Excuse me, can | order?
ﬁEEU)X:J—E—FEUO A rEﬂ':F'E\'/\/t“@_b\o J B r(g(/\o J
Eigo no menyi o kudasai. A:Tanaka-san desu ka. B:Hai.

Can you give me an English menu? A: Are you Mr. Tanaka? B: Yes.
KaebRHLWLET, HBETBRLLE I,

Mizu o onegai shimasu. O-kaikei o-negai shimasu.

Please give me water. Check, please.

d—kE— SEELLET,

Kbéhi onegai shimasu.

Coffee please.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

menyd(X = 1—)
Menyd is the word for "menu," which is taken from the English word. You may notice the
pronunciation is almost exactly the same!

mizu (7K)
Mizu is the word for "water" in Japanese.

chiamon (3£XX)

Chamon means "order," and is used for orders at a restaurant and orders made at



stores/through a shopping service.

Hai ([& L))

In the dialog, the waiter responded to the customer's requests with hai, which in most cases
means "yes" or "okay." If someone asks you a yes/no question, or asks you to do something,
you can use haito respond in the affimative. In the case of a yes/no question, you will also
hear the phrase sé desu ("that's right") used.

One important thing to note about haiis that it is also used to respond to someone who is
talking to show that you are listening and understanding what they are saying. In this case, it
does not exactly mean "yes," but more along the lines of "okay," "uh huh," etc. If someone
keeps saying hai when they are listening to you, just know that they are doing it just to show
that they are listening, and aren't necessarily agreeing to anything!

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is Asking for Something.
Sumimasen, mizu, onegai shimasu.

JHIBA. K SRB/VLLT I,

"Excuse me, can lget some water?"

In this lesson, you'll learn how to ask for something that you want (like an item or a service)
with the phrase o-negai shimasu. You may recognize this as part of the phrase we learned
forintroductions: yoroshiku onegai shimasu.

Asking for Something with Onegai Shimasu

The phrase o-negai shimasu basically means "please" in English, and we use it when
asking for something. To ask for something, simply say o-negai shimasu after you say the
name of the item or service that you want.

Formation

[item/service that you want] + onegai shimasu
Let's take a look at some examples.

For Example:
Item/Service That You + onegai shimasu “English"
Want
menyu (X1 —) onegai shimasu "Canlgeta menu?"

(BRABLFED (literally, "Menu, please.")




mizu (&9 onegai shimasu "Canlget some water?"

(BRBVLCED (literally,

Water, please.")

chimon (5w > EA) onegai shimasu "Canyou take my order?"
(BRI FET) (literally, "Order, please.")

Note that as seen in the examples above, we can use onegai shimasu to ask for things like
that aren't tangible (like a service).

The third example, chtmon onegai shimasu, literally means "order, please," and we use it
to ask the clerk to take the order.

Sample Sentences

1. O-kaikei onegai shimasu.
EHhnFudshhituL & 9.
"Can | get the check?" (literally, "Check, please.")

o, Sainonegai shimasu.
Y1 >B RN NCET,

"Can | have your signature/autograph?” (literally, "Sign, please.")



