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INTRODUCTION

Jessi:Jessi here! Absolute Beginner Season 1, Lesson 23 - Hoping for a Lucky Streak
in Japan

Jessi: Hi everyone. Welcome to Absolute Beginner Season 1, Lesson 23 - Hoping for a
Lucky Streak in Japan. JessiT9, Jessi here!

Naomi: CAICBI(E ! 7IEdHH T | Hi everyone, Naomi here.

Jessi: Thank you as always for joining us for our Absolute Beginner series! In the last
lesson, we learned how to ask questions about what someone does, or is going to do.
For example?

Naomi: 71 S—(ET LEBART I N\,

Jessi: Does Taylor eat sushi? And in this lesson, we're going to focus on talking about
going somewhere.

Naomi: You'll be able to say things like "I'm going to Japan" and "I'm going to the
party."

Jessi: That's right.

Naomi: Jessi, what's happening in the conversation?

Jessi: Taylor, Masato, and Kaori are driving around in the car, and Masato spots an
interesting place, and asks Taylor about it. Okay, let's listen to the conversation and
see where they'll be going.

LESSON CONVERSATION

FTE T AS—FTA. DNIEEATIN?
TT1S5—:HH. NI NI JTT,

FIE TS —TA. BNEEFATIN?
TT1S5— HdH. dNE. NI JTT,
FvUTILRTETI N,

FIE I XRR, TS TI L,

T15—: Lo, AP AT JICVEFTTN.
FTE LTI,

TAS— :HHEDTA. CAP BCEFTTETARPIJICVEFT,
MNEDTAESIIN?

NHED L2 TS2L L) !

English Host: Let’s listen to the conversation again



slowly.

FvUTILINTETI N,

FIE XX TETI &L

T15—: Lo, AP AT JICVEFTTN.

FTE LTI,

TAS— :HEDTA. CAP BCEFTETARDI JICVEFT,
MWEDSTALSTEIN?

NHED W22 TS52L %L !

English Host: Now let’s listen to it with the translation.
FIE TS —TA. HDNIEEATIN?

Jessi: Taylor, what is that?

TT1S5— :HH. NI NI JTT,

Jessi: Oh, that's a casino.

FvUTIVINTETI N,

Jessi: Do you like gambling?

FIE XX TETI &K,

Jessi: Yes, | do!

TAS5—: Cw. CAY®. NI JICVEEXTH,

Jessi: Well then, shall we go to the casino tonight?
FTE VLTI,

Jessi: That sounds good!

TAS— DEDTA. CAP ELEFTESTARNI ICVEFT,
Jessi: Kaori, tonight Masato and | are going to the casino.
MWEDSTALETEIN?

Jessi: Will you come with us?

NHED L2 TS2L L !

Jessi: Have fun!

KEY VOCABULARY AND PHRASES

Jessi: So the place Masato saw was a casino!

Naomi: That's right. For casino, we say 713/ _/ in Japanese.

Jessi: Good point! 7727/, it turns into a "j" sound there.

Naomi: When | first saw a 7327/ or casino in the states, | thought some kind of event
or festival was going on.

Jessi: Ah, that's because you don't have casinos in Japan. And that's probably why
Masato was so curious too.

Naomi: Right. It seems like Masato and Taylor are going to a Casino tonight because

Taylor said



SWR. BEFITESARAIIICITEZET,

Jessi: "Tonight Masato and | are going to the casino." We'll explain the sentence
structure in the next section, but this sentence contains two new words, doesn't it? The
first word is?

Naomi: S&

Jessi: S& tonight. In the dialogue, they talk about what they're going to do tonight...
Naomi: S&.

Jessi: Next we have...?

Naomi: {T& X9

Jessi: A verb that means "to go". {7& &9

Naomi: {T& &9

Jessi: We can tell that this is a verb because it ends in &9, which we've covered
before.

Naomi: Right. We will use this verb a lot in this lesson. IT&2 X 9.

Jessi: Okay, so this verb means "to go"... what is the verb that means "to come"?
Naomi: K& 9

Jessi: 32X 9. to come. Wow, they sound almost the same!

Naomi: You're right, they DO sound very similar.

Jessi: Can we hear them again?

Naomi: Sure. "To go" is {T& & 9. There is an () sound in the beginning. T X 9.
Jessi: T E 9,

Naomi: And "to come" is €& 9. There is no L\ sound in the beginning. XX 9
Jessi: KX T, to come.

Naomi: That's right!

Jessi: These are going to be our two main verbs we use in this lesson. So listeners,
have you got those two down?

Naomi: Okay, let's move on to the lesson focus!

LESSON FOCUS

Jessi: In this lesson, you'll learn how to talk about going somewhere.

Naomi: We'll use the two verbs we just learned, T& & 9, to go, and K& 9, to come.
Jessi: Naomi, what is our structure?

Naomi: [Person] (& [place] (C [verb].

Jessi: So, the person doing the action followed by (&, the place they are going followed
by (C, and then the verb. Let's first make some examples using the verb "to go", T& %
95,

Naomi: Sounds good. How about this. D7z U(FEARICITTETEI?

Jessi: DIZ UIFEARICITTEE T . Let's break this



down.

Naomi: 17z U (&

Jessi: Person, in this case I, plus (&

Naomi: HZAI(C

Jessi: Place, in this case Japan, plus (C

Naomi: {T& &9

Jessi: The verb "to go". So altogether once again?

Naomi: D7z UIFHARICITTE X T .

Jessi: Nz ULIFEARICITTZ E . Listeners, repeat after Naomi. "I'm going to Japan.”
Naomi: DIz UIFERICITTEXT.

[Pause]

Jessi: Okay, now let's try one talking about someone else. Ah, | know! Naomi, in the
beginning of our series, Masato and Kaori went to the US, right?

Naomi: Right.

Jessi: How would you say, for example, Kaori is going to America?

Naomi: B D(E FZARAUANIC 7FFT

Jessi: Let's break this down.

Naomi: & D (&

Jessi: Person, in this case Kaori, plus (&

Naomi: 77 XU A

Jessi: The place, in this case America, plus (C

Naomi: {T& X9

Jessi: The verb "to go". So altogether once again?

Naomi: DHDIE T XU AICITETET

Jessi: N\ D(ET7 AU AICITET XTI Listeners, repeat after Naomi. "Kaori is going to
America."

Naomi: BEDIET AU AICITETET

[Pause]

Naomi: Sounding good, everyone!

Jessi: And of course, remember that you can change this into a question by adding A\
at the end. So the question version of this sentence would be...

Naomi: DEDI(ET7 XU AICITESTIIN?

Jessi: Is Kaori going to America? Okay! Naomi, let's look at our examples from the
dialogue that use this structure.

Naomi: Sure.

Jessi: When Taylor tells Kaori his plans, he says...

Naomi: S®W. FEEFITESTAIRAI JICTEET

Jessi: "Tonight Masato and | are going to the casino." Our structure is the same.
Person followed by (&, place followed by (C, and then the verb. Okay, and let's look at
what Taylor says after this. We see our next



verb.

Naomi: He says &S D TAERIIH?

Jessi: He is speaking directly to Kaori and he says, "Will you come with us?" Now,
let's look closely at this one! As we've said before, cutting out unnecessary information
is the key to natural Japanese. So here, he doesn't even mention the place.

Naomi: Right!

Jessi: Taylor said that he and Masato were going to the casino, and then asks Kaori if
she will come to. So it's quite obvious that he means the casino.

Naomi: Yes, so he doesn't need to mention it again.

Jessi: Just to be thorough, though, what would the full sentence have been?

Naomi: NSO STAE[NT JICIKITH?

Jessi: Right, the place would have included as well. But instead we have just...?
Naomi: MBSO TAE. TEFEIMH?

Jessi: This kind of shortening might take some getting used to. But we promise, this is
what sounds the most natural, what sounds right. Okay, let's give the listeners a
chance to do one now, shall we?

Naomi: Sure thing!

Jessi: Listeners, pretend you are going to a restaurant. Naomi, restaurant in Japanese
is...?

Naomi: L X ~Z Y

Jessi: So there's your place. L X ~Z .

Naomi: Remember that the structure is [person] (& [place] (C [verb].

Jessi: Listeners, say "I'm going to a restaurant.”

[Pause]

Jessi: Okay, if you said...

Naomi: DTZUIEFL X S VICTEET

Jessi: Then you're headed in the right direction!

Naomi: As always, we've included extra information on this structure in the lesson
notes.

Jessi: Be sure to read those as a review and let us know if you have any questions!
Better yet, tell us where you're going in Japanese!

Naomi: Good idea! If you have any trips planned or even if you are just going to the
store...

Jessi: Let us know! Okay, that's going to do it for this lesson.

Naomi: Thanks for listening, everyone.

Jessi: Yes, thanks as always, and we'll see you next time.

Naomi: U» &7z



