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INTRODUCTION

Jessi:Jessi here! Absolute Beginner Season 1, Lesson 21 - Do You Eat Sushi in
Japan?

Jessi: Hi, everyone. Welcome to Absolute Beginner Season 1, Lesson 21 - Do You Eat
Sushi in Japan? JessiGd, Jessi here!

Naomi: CAICHIE ! 1LHH T ! Hi, everyone. Naomi here!

Jessi: Thanks for joining us for all Absolute Beginner series! In the last lesson, we
learned how to talk about animate objects using L& 9. And in this lesson, we're going
to learn how to use verbs and make sentences that talk about actions!

Naomi:Jessi, what's going on in this conversation?

Jessi: Kaori, Masato, and Taylor are talking to and about Sarah.

Naomi: Okay. Let's listen to the conversation!

LESSON CONVERSATION

(Sarah cries)

N&ED :». YSEvA. BENRITETHLURMN?

(Sarah cries)

N&ED &, YSEvA. BENRITETHLRMN?

(1 time natural native speed)

TT1o—CAh. TSEPAI>NTFTERRZTIH,
TAS— [V ERFET, USEFNTTHREVWTETT,
WED  ZDTIN. [FL. YSBE»pA, EDF,

(Sarah laughs)

(Dog whines)

Fd&(faraway) : 7175 —FA. YREU—ENFTFTETZARZTTH,
English Host: Let’s listen to the conversation again slowly.
TT1o5—Ch. TSEPAI>NTFTERRRZTIH,
T15—: [FL TeRET, HSENTFTFRIZVWTETY,
WHED  ZDTIN. [FL YS53BE»A, EDF,
Fd&(faraway) : 7175 —FA. YVREU—ENTFTETZARITITNH,
English Host: Now, let's listen to it with the translation.
e H. YSERA, BIEDMNTETIURH?

Jessi: Oh, Sarah, are you hungry?

TA15—Sh. USEDLARNTTEZRETIH,

Jessi: Taylor, does Sarah eat bananas?

TAS— 1 [EL ERFET, USENFTTFTHREVWTETT,
Jessi: Yes, she does. Sarah loves



bananas!

NED : FS5TITH. (L HS3E»A, EDF,

Jessi: Oh, really? Okay, Sarah. Here you go.

I &(faraway) : 717 S5—FA. YVREU—ENTFTFTETZARITTNH,
Jessi: Taylor, does Muttley eat bananas?

KEY VOCABULARY AND PHRASES

Jessi: Okay. So we just had to listen to the lesson, and Naomi, we heard a lot of
things we learned in previous lessons!

Naomi: Yes, we did!

Jessi: Phrases like...

Naomi: HFEMNISTI UL

Jessi: I'm hungry, and...?

Naomi: ARKIFE TY

Jessi: | love [A]. Hopefully after listening to the previous lessons, you were able to
catch those!

Naomi: This time, we also had something new, though...

Jessi: Yes, verbs, right?

Naomi: Right! This is the first time we had an action verb in the dialogue.

Jessi: And that action verb is actually our first vocabulary word. Naomi, can you tell us
what it is?

Naomi: BERE T

Jessi: BRE 9, the verb meaning "to eat"

Naomi: BRI T

Jessi: Youlll notice it ends in E ... here's a little tip. All verbs end in &9 in polite
speech. For example, the polite verb for to go is...

Naomi: [*]

Jessi: The polite verb for to see is...

Naomi: [*]

Jessi: Notice how they all end in [*]. This is a good point to remember. So, can we
hear the verb one more time?

Naomi: BRZE T

Jessi: We'll go over this verb and how it's used more in the lesson focus. What's next?
Naomi: Next, we have a phrase. Z5TdhH (1)

Jessi: "Really?" or "Is that so?"

Naomi: Do you remember &> Cd, that we first learned in Lesson 97

Jessi: €59 means "yes", or "that's right." In €5 C9J H\, we've just added a H\ at
the end to make it a question.

Naomi:



ZDCT9 -M7?

Jessi: €5 CI N\ ?Really? Is that so? So, when Taylor told Kaori that Sarah loves
bananas, Kaori said...

Naomi: €259 h\

Jessi: Oh, really? This €2 C9 hH\, is really useful in conversation.

Naomi: | agree. It's used a lot.

Jessi: If someone tells you something you didn't know or something of interest, you
can respond with > C9hH\, Okay, let's move on to the lesson focus.

LESSON FOCUS

Jessi: In this lesson, you'll learn how to use verbs in a sentence.

Naomi: Yes! This is our first time using action verbs in this series.

Jessi: Once you learn some verbs and how to use them, you'll be able to say so many
new things!

Naomi: Definitely. Verbs are essential in any language.

Jessi: Okay. So, just to refresh everyone's memory and make sure we're all on the
same page, verbs are words that describe actions. Examples in English would be
"run", "walk", "speak", "eat", "read", etc.

Naomi: So sentences like "l eat breakfast"

Jessi: "l went to school"

Naomi: "I'm going to study"

Jessi: ...all contain verbs. We're just going to practice with one verb in Japanese in this
lesson. We went over it earlier.

Naomi: Yes, the verb ERXZE T, to eat.

Jessi: BRZ 9. Like we mentioned before, all verbs end in &9 in polite speech.
Naomi: Yes. And also no matter who you're talking about, the verb form doesn't change!
Jessi: Good point. By that we mean this. In a lot of other languages, verbs change
their form depending on who the subject is. Even in English, we would "l eat", but "he
eats". It's a minor change, but it is there.

Naomi: But in Japanese, it doesn't matter who the subject is - I, you, he, she, we,
they... the verb stays BRI T

Jessi: Nice, isn't it? So Naomi, what is our pattern for making a sentence with a verb.
Naomi: It's this - [ person] wa [object] o [verb].

Jessi: And that's 3 parts! person + wa, object + o0, and then the verb.

Naomi: That's right.

Jessi: Can we hear an example?

Naomi: Sure. DIz UIFREBARE T,

Jessi: "l eat meat." Let's break it down.

Naomi:



izl
Jessi: DL "I" + (&

Naomi: A%
Jessi: [C< "meat" + &
Naomi: BRZE T

Jessi: The verb meaning eat. So the sentence order in Japanese is "l meat eat". The
verb comes at the end. Can we hear the sentence one more time?

Naomi: D7z ULIFREBARE T,

Jessi: "l eat meat." Listeners, please repeat after Naomi. "l eat meat."

Naomi: D7z ULIFREBARE T,

Jessi: Great! How about another one using the same verb.

Naomi: Okay, how about... 71> —(3dF LEZRBARZ T,

Jessi: Taylor eats sushi. Let's break it down.

Naomi: =1 > —I(&

Jessi: Taylor + (&

Naomi: § L&

Jessi: sushi + &

Naomi: BRE T

Jessi: Eats. "Taylor eats sushi." So see how the verb doesn't change? It just stays the
same no matter who we're talking about. ERXE 9, Listeners, please repeat after
Naomi. "Taylor eats sushi.”

Naomi: 77> —(FF LZEBARZE I, Okay, great! Let's have the listeners make a
sentence on their own now.

Jessi: Sounds good. What sentence should we have them make?

Naomi: Hmm, how about "| eat pizza."

Jessi: Great. How about some hints. Our pattern once again, Naomi, is...

Naomi: [ person] wa [object] o [verb].

Jessi: The person in this caseis |, 072U, pizzais EY, and eat is TRE T,
Listeners, can you put that all together?

Naomi: I'll get you started. D7z UI(do o o

Jessi: All right, if you said...

Naomi: Nz LIFETEBARZT

Jessi: Congratulations on putting that all together! One more time, please repeat.
Naomi: Nz LIFEYEBARZE T,

Jessi: Excellent. By the way, Naomi.

Naomi: (F0\?

Jessi: What do you eat if, say, there's a special occasion or something? Like a special
meal like a birthday or something?

Naomi: FAld. T —F&ZBARE T,

Jessi: Ah, so you eat



cake.

Naomi: Right.

Jessi: Ah, sounds good.

Naomi: How about you, Jessi?

Jessi: It depends on the occasion. For a birthday, it would be the same for me #Ald.
—FZRBARZE T, Butfor, say, Thanksgiving though, | could say this. #AlZ. Y —F—%
BRI Y,

Naomi: Ah, that's nice.

Jessi: Okay listeners, in this lesson, we only used one verb, 7z 9, in our
examples. Of course there are many more that can be used in this pattern. Where can
they find more verbs, Naomi?

Naomi: In the lesson notes, as always~

Jessi: Yes. You'll find a nice chart with some basic everyday verbs, so check that out!
You can add a lot of variety to your sentences.

Naomi: Right. We'll also introduce another new verb in the next lesson.

Jessi: So please join us then! Okay. Well, that's going to do it for today.

Naomi: Thanks for listening. Until next time!

Jessi: U X7,



