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INTRODUCTION

Jessi:Jessi here! Absolute Beginner Season 1, Lesson 20 - A Trip to the Japanese
Z00

Jessi: Hi, everyone. Welcome to Absolute Beginner Season 1, Lesson 20 - A Trip to
the Japanese Zoo. JessiCT9d, Jessi here!

Naomi: CAICB(E ! IEdHH T | Hi, everyone. Naomi here.

Jessi: Thank you for joining us for our Absolute Beginner series! In the last lesson, we
learned how to talk about inanimate objects, and also how to say you have something.
For example?

Naomi: X —/S—h\&pDE 9,

Jessi: There's a supermarket.

Naomi: 7L JLF—RHDF T,

Jessi: | have allergies

Jessi: In this lesson, we're going to focus on talking about animate objects, like people
and animals.

Naomi: You'll be able to say things like "Taylor is here", and "l have a brother".

Jessi: That's right.

Naomi: So, Jessi, what's happening in the conversation?

Jessi: Taylor, Masato, Kaori, and Taylor's daughter Sarah are at the zoo, walking
around and looking at the animals. Okay. So let's listen to the conversation.

LESSON CONVERSATION

(At the zoo)

L ESHDLVWFEITH?

TT1o— .0 HEC ! ST IYNRVET,
FTE = ST VDOHMERPATNT T,
DED ML

TT15—:H. JUVSHRVET,

N z2EC?

T1>—:_CCCT9,

I 2 ?(F< 7 [laughs]

English Host: Let’s listen to the conversation again



slowly.

I ESHID.LVFITH?

TT1S5— ... BT STFIUNRVET,
IS B ST VDOHEMEPATNT I,
A\ > LN\ o[ ATAN

T1o5— &, JUYSTHRVET,

e z2EC?

FT15—: T,

FTE X 7(F< ? [laughs]

English Host: Now, let’s listen to it with the translation.
I ESHID.VWFITH?

Jessi: Are there any animals...?

TTS5— ... BT STFIUNRVET,
Jessi: ...Oh, over there! There's a lion!

IS -1 SAFVDHEIEP»AETNT T,
Jessi: Ah! There's also a baby lion, isn't there?

A\ RO\ S [ATAN

Jessi: It's so cute!

T1o5—:d». JYSTHVNET,

Jessi: Oh, there's a gorilla.

N z2EC?

Jessi: Huh? Where?

T15—: T,

Jessi: Here.

FTE X 7(F< ? [laughs]

Jessi: Huh? Me? [laughs].

KEY VOCABULARY AND PHRASES

Jessi: So, it sounds like they're having a nice, fun outing at the zoo!
Naomi: Yes. But at first they couldn't see where the animals were...
Jessi: Yeah, they were having trouble finding them at first, but then they were able to

spot a few.
Naomi: They sawa 574> anda J'J>..

Jessi: Which, as you may have been able to guess is... a lion and a gorilla!

Naomi: Yes, these names are taken from English.
Jessi: Is this common?

Naomi: Hmm, well, there are quite a few animal names that come from English

actually. Mostly exotic



animals.

Jessi: Ahhh, that makes sense! | mean, | imagine there weren't originally many lions
and gorillas running around in Japan long ago.

Naomi: Right.

Jessi: Speaking of animals, that's our first vocab word, isn' it!

Naomi: Yes! Animal is E¥.,

Jessi: E1¥). Ah! So, if you use the structure we learned in Lesson 18, and say... 814/
1¥E T 9. Listeners, do you remember what that means!

Naomi: Ah, good example sentence! That would be "l like animals". E)HRFE T,
Jessi: Okay. And what other new word that we have?

Naomi: "5 % A

Jessi: Which is baby. In this case, they were talking about baby animals, but of course
it's also used for human babies. Actually, I'd say it's primarily used for human babies.
Naomi: Right! 785 % Ao

LESSON FOCUS

Jessi: In this lesson, you'll learn how to talk about the existence of animate objects -
that is, people and animals. With this structure, you'll also be able to talk about family
members.

Naomi: Yes. This structure is very similar to the one we learned in the last lesson.
Jessi: Yes. If you remember, we learned [object]d» D E 9 to talk about the existence
of an inanimate object, and also to talk about having something. This time, what's our
structure?

Naomi: person or animal plus RUL\E T

Jessi: LK T

Naomi: Remember that this can only be used with living things - people or animals.
Jessi: Right.

Naomi: So Jessi, can you tell us when we would use this structure?

Jessi: Well, first, you can use it to talk about someone being physically present.
Naomi: Yes, as in... "Taylor is here", or the "teacher is here".

Jessi: Right. And that would be covered by [person]plus ML\ E T,

Naomi: Right. And how else?

Jessi: You can also use it to talk about having family members, as in "l have a
brother", "l have a sister", et cetera.

Naomi: Yes. [family member]plusmMWL\E T,

Jessi: Let's see how it was used in the dialogue. They're at the zoo, talking about the
different animals that are there. Taylor says

Naomi: 5174 YN\ E T,

Jessi: S VMUV ET, "There's a



lion."

Naomi: S 7 > plus BML\E T,

Jessi: And then after that, Taylor said

Naomi: JU SHWLE T,

Jessi: U SMULE T, "There's a gorilla."

Naomi: J'J S plus MW\ E T,

Jessi: | think for our listeners, though, the other usage might be the one they use more.
Naomi: Oh, talking about family members?

Jessi: Yes. It's really common to get asked questions about one's family.

Naomi: That's true! So, let's practice talking about members of your family.

Jessi: Such as siblings! What's the word for siblings, Naomi?

Naomi: 588

Jessi: 5255, brothers and sisters. So, when someone asks you if you have brothers or
sisters, they will ask...? Naomi?

Naomi: EBAVWEXIHN?

Jessi: WEBMULE I H ? Do you have any brothers or sisters? Remember that the 5\
at the end makes it a question.

Naomi: Yes, that's right!

Jessi: Now, one thing to remember about Japanese is that there aren't separate words
that mean just "brother" and "sister".

Naomi: Great point. You have to specify younger or older.

Jessi: So it's either younger sister or older sister, and younger brother or older brother.
Okay, so listeners, if you remember, we learned the word for "little sister" in Lesson
16. Naomi, can you remind us what the word was?

Naomi: "Little sister" is %k

Jessi: ¥k, So, the sentence "l have a little sister" would be?

Naomi: ZKHNWVE I,

Jessi: TR\ E F, Listeners, repeat after Naomi. "l have a little sister”

Naomi: Bk E T,

Jessi: And how about younger brother?

Naomi: Younger brother is 5.

Jessi: So | have a younger brother would be...

Naomi: EEMULE T,

Jessi: BMULVE T, Listeners, repeat after Naomi. "l have a little brother".

Naomi: BNV E T,

Jessi: This is true for you, right, Naomi? You have a little brother?

Naomi: Ah, yes! | have a younger brother. B5MU\E 9, You too, right, Jessi?

Jessi: Ah, yes! | actually have a younger sister and a younger brother, so | can say
both TRV E T and BV E T,

Naomi: |



see.

Jessi: Naomi, why don't be briefly touch on the words for older brother and sister as
well.

Naomi: Sure! Older sister is #fi. Older brother is 5o.

Jessi: So, "l have an older sister" is?

Naomi: i\ E 9,

Jessi: And "l have an older brother" is?

Naomi: 5eMWE T,

Jessi: Great! Okay, | know that was a lot of information, a lot of new words! So
listeners, please check out the PDF, where we have all of this information and more.
Naomi: You'll also learn what to say if you don't have any siblings.

Jessi: Leave us a comment letting us know about your family in Japanese! Okay.
Well, that's going to do it for this lesson.

Naomi: Thanks for listening!

Jessi: As always, be sure to let us know if you have any questions, and we'll see you
next time!

Naomi: U X !



