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INTRODUCTION

Jessi:Jessi here! Absolute Beginner Season 1, Lesson 18 - Loving and Hating in
Japanese

Jessi: Hi, everyone. Welcome to Absolute Beginner Season 1, Lesson 18 - Loving and
Hating in Japanese. JessiT9, Jessi here!

Naomi: CAICB(E ! IEHH T | Hi, everyone. Naomi here!

Jessi: Welcome back to our Absolute Beginner series! In the last lesson, we learned
how to count in Japanese and say someone's age. For example?

Naomi: ¥ S(d—m® T,

Jessi: Sarah is one year old. And in this lesson, we're going to learn how to say that
you like or don't like something!

Naomi: Even love or hate something!

Jessi: Yes, after this lesson you'll be able to talk about your preferences about
anything!

Naomi: So Jessi, what's going on in this conversation?

Jessi: Taylor, Kaori, and Masato are playing a game with Taylor's daughter, Sarah.
Okay, let's listen to the conversation.

LESSON CONVERSATION

MED  WEVOVIELY - - - (& T VWVEOWLEL - - - (F 3 !
S . (Laughs)

TAS— 1 YSE. TUWELWWEWED ] BREWITE T,
TTE i A— Lol ULV, o o (Fd !

= . (cries)

I DL ! COHACHA !

TAS— SIS ECDUERETSUTI, (laughs)
(Everyone laughs)

English Host: Let’s listen to the conversation again slowly.
MED  VWELOLEL - - - (X T VLWL - - - (5 !
B> . (Laughs)

TTIS— 1 Y3E. TUHELWLWEWED ] BREWITE T,
TTE i A— Uw. VLV, o o (3!

B> . (cries)

I DHHH ! COHACHA !

TAS— U SEHECDVEMRETSUTI, (laughs)
English Host: Now, let's listen to it with the



translation.

MED T VEOVOLED - - - ([ T OVIEOWEL - - - ([E 3 !
Jessi: Peek-a-boo! Peek-a-boo!

S . (Laughs)

Jessi: (Laughs)

TAo— U3 TOELWOWEWES] BREVWITE T,
Jessi: Sarah loves "Peek-a-boo."

FIE A= U, WELLEL, o o (D!

Jessi: Wow! Okay then...peek-a-boo!

S . (cries)

Jessi: (cries)

I DHHH ! CHACHA !

Jessi: Ahhh! I'm sorry, I'm sorry!

TAS— U SEFHECDVDEMRETSULTT, (laughs)
Jessi: Sarah doesn't like men.

KEY VOCABULARY AND PHRASES

Jessi: So Naomi, the game that they were playing was what again?

Naomi: It's called LKLV LWL LK.

Jessi: WELWEWIED. ..

Naomi: Right! You often play it with babies. Basically, you just cover your face with
your hands and say L\LU\LVZKL)... and then you suddenly show your face and say (&
» !

Jessi: Ah~ to surprise to baby.

Naomi: Yes!

Jessi: That sounds just like peek-a-boo then! When you uncover your face you say
"boo"!

Naomi: Ah, that sounds like the same thing!

Jessi: So, again, it's called LVEWWEOE 5.

Naomi: Yes, L\/LU) literally means "someone is not there"...

Jessi: Ah, so it'd be like saying "I'm not here~"

Naomi: Yes!

Jessi: So that's the game that Sarah loves. Okay, so now let's take a look at the
vocabulary for this lesson. The first is the name of the game they were playing.
Naomi: V\VZEWLWEWLE D

Jessi: Peek-a-boo - which, as we just explained, is where you cover your face with
your hands or something else, and then suddenly show your face. The next one is?
Naomi:



BDOA

Jessi: Man, male person

Naomi: This is made up of a few parts. The first word is 5
Jessi: This literally means male

Naomi: And the last word is A

Jessi: Which means person

Naomi: They're joined together with @.

Jessi: So BEM A literally means a male person.

Naomi: Right.

Jessi: How would we say female person?

Naomi: Good question! The word for female is ZZ, so we would say ZD A.
Jessi: Which is woman or female person.

LESSON FOCUS

Jessi: In this lesson, you'll learn how to talk about preferences by saying that you like
and don't like something.

Naomi: There are lots of situations where you can use this.

Jessi: Definitely! When talking about your interests and hobbies with people, when
talking about your food preferences, it really helps to be able to say what you like and
don't like.

Naomi: So first, let's talk about how to say you like something.

Jessi: Sounds good! Naomi, can you give us our first pattern?

Naomi: Sure.

Naomi: The patternis... DL (F AR TEFTI,

Jessi: DfzLIE A MIEFTI, Which means "l like A".

Naomi: You can put anything in place of A. For example...Jessi, what do you like?
Jessi: Hmm...I'm trying to think of words we've used before in this series. Ah! Okay,
how about this one. DIz LI - - - KHFE T, | like dogs.

Naomi: Ah! Nice one. X is dog or dogs and it goes in place of A, so... FA[TRRFE T
9 means?

Jessi: "l like dogs". How about an example from you, Naomi?

Naomi: Hmm... FAEHDIL T A ILZ 7 HRFE T, | like California.

Jessi: Oh, my home state! I'm happy to hear that. Now Naomi, here's an important
point - the first 27z U (3 part is often left out in conversation, right?

Naomi: Good point. In a conversation, we usually would just say KNFETY

Jessi: | like dogs.

Naomi: Or DL T # L7 HRFETI,

Jessi: | like California. Okay. Listeners, listen and repeat after Naomi."l like



dogs."

Naomi: KFETI,

Jessi: (Pause) Now, if you like, for example, B "meat", what would you say?
Listeners, can you guess?

Naomi: So | like meat is... AR T E T,

Jessi: Okay. Listen and repeat. | like meat.

Naomi: AT ETI,

Jessi: Okay, great! Now, Naomi...

Naomi: Yes?

Jessi: What if, rather than just like something... | LOVE something? And | want to
express that in Japanese?

Naomi: Good question! In that case, 9 & becomes /2L\9 &, and you say - ARKIFE
TY,

Jessi: Ah, okay. So for example... 3 AL — N KXEE T, | love chocolate.
Naomi: Yes! [slowly] F3 L — A EFE T,

Jessi: You're addicted to chocolate.

Naomi: Definitely.

Jessi: Now that we have talking about what we like down, let's switch gears a little. It's
also important to be able to say what we -don't- like. Wouldn't you say, Naomi?

Naomi: Mmm, good point! To learn how to say that, let's look at our first original
structure.

Jessi: Okay.

Naomi: Dz LI A M IF TI. We replace this 9 in the middle with 50\,
Jessi: So.. D UIE ADRESULTYI,

Naomi: Yes. DfzUIE A MESULITY, | hate A. For example, DIz LUIE ARMRE 5L
T9Y,

Jessi: | hate dogs.

Naomi: D7z LI(E AMESULTI,

Jessi: | hate meat. But again the first 207 U (& is often left out. Okay, listeners, listen
and repeat. "l hate meat"

Naomi: IME 50\ TT,

Jessi: Now look at sentences in the dialogue. Taylor said.

Naomi: T 5(d. TOWEWWEWELH I BREFETY,

Jessi: Sarah loves "Peek-a-boo".

Naomi: He also said... 3 S (ZEDAMRET ST,

Jessi: Which is basically something like Sarah doesn't like men.

Naomi: I'm pretty sure he was joking.

Jessi: Right.

Naomi: Because & 50\ in Japanese is pretty strong.

Jessi: | agree. One thing to keep in mind is that this word & 5\ means that you really



dislike the item. Not just that you don't really like it that much, but that you have a
pretty strong dislike for it. So just keep that in mind.

Jessi: So listeners, here's an assignment for you! Please leave us a comment for this
lesson letting us know what you like or don't like!

Naomi: Practice making your own sentences.

Jessi: All right, well that's going to wrap it up for this lesson!

Naomi: Thanks for listening everyone, and we'll see you next time. U % X7z,



