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INTRODUCTION

Naomi: Hi, everyone! Welcome to Absolute Beginner Season 1, Lesson 17 - Asking
Somebody's Age in Japanese

Jessi: JessiT9, Jessi here!

Naomi CAICBEI(E ! ILHH T | Hi everyone, Naomi here!

Jessi: Thanks again for joining us for this Absolute Beginner series! In the last lesson,
we learned a lot of different phrases used for responding different ways to what
someone says in Japanese. And in this lesson, we're going to learn some numbers,
and with those numbers, we'll learn how to talk about age.

Naomi: Sounds good! So Jessi, what's going on in this conversation?

Jessi: In this conversation, Kaori and Masato meet Sarah - Taylor's young daughter -
for the first time!

Naomi: Oh, a new character!

Jessi: Yes! We finally get to meet Taylor's daughter. Okay, let's listen to the
conversation!

LESSON CONVERSATION

N&ED Rz, T75—TA. USEPAIRGECTIN?
F15—: 25T,

HEHD : (in a soft voice) &H. HLILI\~,

FIE BVTVTIR, FATVTIN?

T1>5—: 13U TY,

(Sarah starts to cry)

NED : CHACHA ! DBV ? CHATR~,

English Host: Let’s hear the conversation one time slowly.
NED Rz, T1753—FA. TSEDAIGECTIN?
T15—: 25T,

H\&H D : (in a soft voice) &. MO LIL\~,
FTEBUVIVTIR, FATVTIN?

F1S5—: 13LTY,

(Sarah starts to cry)

NED : COHACHA ! DBV 7 CHATR~,

English Host: Now, let’s listen to it with the translation.
MED Rz, T153—TA. USERAI>ECTIN?
Jessi: Hey, Taylor, where's Sarah?

F15—: 25T,

Jessi: She's over



here.

HE&H D (in a soft voice) &. HLILI\~,

Jessi: (in a soft voice) Ah, how cute!

FIE BVTVTIR, FATVTIN?
Jessi: She's so small. How old is she?
F145—: 13U\ TI,

Jessi: One year old.

NED : CHACHA ! DBV 7 CHATR~,
Jessi: Oh, I'm sorry! Are we loud? I'm sorry!

KEY VOCABULARY AND PHRASES

Jessi: So we finally get to meet another member of the family!

Naomi Yes, US55 % A

Jessi: Sarah, Taylor's daughter. In Japanese, she is referred to as >S5 » A.
Naomi: That's right! &= plus the suffix 5 A.

Jessi: In Lesson 6, you learned the name suffix & A, which is used to show respect to
someone.

Naomi: Yes, like 715 —TA,or TTETA.

Jessi: 5% A is a suffix that works like & A, but it is used to show affection and
familiarity.

Naomi: Exactly. In many cases it is used with young children, especially young girls.
Jessi: So instead of just being called Y=, she is called =% % A,.. And how old is
she, by the way?

Naomi: We found out in this conversation that she is one.

Jessi: Right, one year old. Speaking of age, we'll learn how to talk about age in the
lesson focus later on! But before we talk about age, there's something important we
need to go over.

Naomi Ah, | know what you're talking about. Numbers, right?

Jessi: Exactly! We haven't studied numbers yet.

Naomi: Okay, so here, let's study basic numbers in Japanese.

Jessi: Sounds good! Let's start with the numbers 1 through 10. Naomi will give you the
word, and I'll follow with the translation, okay? Here we go.

Naomi: L\'5

Jessi: One.

Naomi: (C

Jessi: Two

Naomi: & A

Jessi: Three

Naomi:



KA

Jessi: Four

Naomi: C

Jessi: Five

Naomi: <

Jessi: Six

Naomi: 77

Jessi: Seven

Naomi: (&5

Jessi: Eight

Naomi: & >

Jessi: Nine

Naomi: Uw D

Jessi: Ten. Okay, now let's do that one more time. This time, listeners, be prepared to
repeat after Naomi. Here we go.

Naomi: 1 [pause] 2 [pause] 3 [pause] 4 [pause] 5 [pause] 6 [pause] 7 [pause] 8 [pause]
9 [pause] 10 [pause]

Jessi Great! So that was numbers 1 through 10. Basically, the numbers from 1 through
10 are something that you have to memorize. Now let's practice saying them in groups.
Let’s start with 1 through three. Repeat after Naomi.

Naomi: 1. 2, 3 [pause]

Jessi: Next, from 4 through 6.

Naomi: 4,5,6 [pause]

Jessi: And finally, from 7 through 10.

Naomi: 7,8,9,10[pause]

Jessi: Okay. And let’s try them all together from 1 through 10.

Naomi: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10.[ pause]

Jessi: Okay, there you go. You can count from 1 through 10 in Japanese now.
Naomi: It means you can count up to 99.

Jessi: Yes! Believe it or not, it's really not that hard. Counting in Japanese involves
patterns, so once you know numbers 1 through 10, you just follow a pattern to make
even bigger numbers.

Naomi: That's right. For example to say eleven, we say 10, 1.

Jessi: Right. For example, ten is...

Naomi: U S

Jessi: One is...

Naomi: L\'5

Jessi: So if we line them up

Naomi: Uw2>0L\5

Jessi: Ten-one — eleven! That’s it! One to ten are your building blocks, now you just
have to arrange them! And you using this system, you can count all the way to 99.



Let's try another.

Naomi Okay. How about twelve?

Jessi: That would be ten and two, right?

Naomi: Right.

Jessi: So, tenisUw >, and two is (C...

Naomi: So that would be U S (C

Jessi: Literally, ten-two. So, thirteen would be?

Naomi: U D3 A

Jessi: Literally, ten-three. Fourteen, ten-four is?

Naomi: U D KA

Jessi: And the pattern continues on like this. There are charts with the rest of the
numbers in the lesson notes for this lesson, so make sure to check those out. Okay! |
know that was a lot of information.. a lot of numbers...

Naomi: Feel free to listen to this section again until you get used to the numbers.
Jessi: Definitely, and looking at the lesson notes while listening will help too. All right.
Let's move on to the lesson focus.

LESSON FOCUS

Jessi: In this lesson, you'll learn how to ask and tell how old you or someone else is.
Naomi, what's the word we need to talk about age?

Naomi: &0\, It comes after the number of years. So for example, (C is 2, and so 2
U)is...

Jessi: 2 years old.

Naomi: Right! ¢ A is 3, so =% is

Jessi: Three years old.

Naomi: KA is 4, so TURR is

Jessi: Four years old. And it just keeps on going like that - you just add & U\ to the
number, and that means ____ years old. But there are a few exceptions, aren't there,
Naomi?

Naomi: That's right. We hate to break it to you.

Jessi: But they shouldn't been that hard to remember. So Naomi, could you tell us the
exceptions when talking about age?

Naomi: 1, 8, 10.

Jessi: Right. The numbers 1, 8, and 10.

Naomi: Remember that the word for "one" is L\%5 |, but the word for one year old is L\ D
20\

Jessi: Yes, soit's not just L\5 plus S U, but instead it's L\ DL\,

Naomi: Right. The word for "eight" is (&5, but the word for eight years old is



[>T\,

Jessi: Yes, (DT, eight years old.

Naomi: And the word for "ten" is U % 2, but the word for ten years old is U D).
Jessi: Yes, so you don't prolong the vowel. It's short - U > (L\. Okay, so now that
you know how to talk about age... how would you ask about someone's age, Naomi?
Naomi: Good question! To ask how old someone is, we say... AliIZF CI N\ ?

Jessi: A® CIH 7

Naomi: Alm CI H ? KA is what, L)\ is age, so {A]=F is what age or how old?
Jessi: Now, if you just say this by itself to someone, you are usually referring to the
person you are talking to. "How old are you?" But, just know that, just like in English,
it's not considered polite to suddenly ask someone "how old are you?"

Naomi: Right. I'd avoid doing that. But people sometimes ask about somebody else's
age right? Like "how old is Sarah?" or "how old is Taylor?"

Jessi: True. if you're asking someone about someone else's age...

Naomi: You use the pattern A(XAIR TI H 7

Jessi: In place of A, you would put who you are asking about. For example...

Naomi: 1 S—(3AIK T I N ?

Jessi: How old is Taylor? Listeners, repeat after Naomi.

Naomi: 1 S—(3AIK T I N ?

[pause]

Jessi: Okay, great! Now, let's try one with the listeners. How would you say, how old is
Sarah?

[pause]

Jessi: And the answer?

Naomi: U S (Al TIH ?

Jessi: Y S(IAIK TI H 7 Great! Now, let' say she is 9 years old. Let's remind
everyone, what is 9 again?

Naomi: >

Jessi: &1 S. So how would you say, she's nine years old?

[pause]

Jessi And Naomi, the answer is?

Naomi: 9 CT9,

Jessi: D, nine, plus the counter for age, &0\, plus T3, 9 TI,

Naomi: Excellent.

Jessi: All right, do you feel confident asking and talking about age now?

Naomi: Just remember that it's the number plus T L)\,

Jessi: And also, make sure to review the PDF Lesson Notes to learn about larger
numbers that we weren't able to cover in this lesson.

Naomi: Okay, well that's all for this lesson.

Jessi: Yup, that's going to do it for now. Thanks for listening as always, everyone, and



we'll see you next time!
Naomi: Until next time everyone, U %» &7z !



