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Japanese Culture Class #25
Disaster Prevention Day
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How many people died compared to population at the time?

0.2% The population was 58,119,000
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What % of people have Earthquake kit?

And what does the government recommend?
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Prices of some kits? Online kits how much?
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What's in them?
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VOCABULARY

Kanji Kana Romaji

English

TPy F>530 bosai

disaster prevention

G ) T&DHD kyofd

big wind, strong wind




emergency
evacuation area,

OFAL & hinanjo
shelter
e CUA jishin earthquake
KE EXAYA suigai flood damage
JHNER L&DHE shokaki fire extinguisher
THN L&DH shoka fire fighting
N YA kasai fire, fire disaster
MAEDREVWLAT The Great Kanto
EEPNE=DY 0\ Kant6 daishinsai Earthquake
2R <ANA kunren drill
ESH CDD gou heavy rain

SAMPLE SENTENCES

FEICERL TR,

Kyofa ni chai shite kudasai.

Please be careful of strong winds.

HARDFAHE, FROEEIEET. HWED
BRICBETFEHEEZUTT,

nihon no kodomo wa, gakké no hinan kunren de,

jishin no sai ni mi o mamoru héhé o manabimasu.

Japanese school children have periodic
earthquake drills to teach them how to protect
themselves in the event of an earthquake.

FEH. EAH DI LT,

Kiné, jishin ga arimashita.

We had an earthquake last night.

GRAMMAR

Disaster Prevention Day Up Close

On Sept 1, 1923, the Kanto area was struck by a catastrophic earthquake, which
registered 7.9 on the Richer scale. The earthquake, know as BEER AE £



- MAESTELWULATU - Kanté daishinsai, orits ENglish equivalent The Great Kanto

Earthquake, and the subsequent fires that engulfed the wooden structures which
dominated the landscape of Tokyo affected 1.9 million people of Tokyo's 3.5 milllion
residents and resulted in casualties of around 105 thousand people (estimates range
from 105-140 thousand people dependino nthe source)

While the devastation that occured on this day had not been forgotten, it was not until
1960 that September 1st was officially declared Disaster Prevention Day. The damage
inflicted upon Japan decimated infrastructure and strained resources, and allocation of
resources to prevent, combat and react to natural disasters weredrastically reduced.
Compounding the severity of this situation was the frequency of natural disasters that hit
Japan from the end of WWII through 1960, climaxing in September 1959 when the Isle

Bay Typhoon - fRZEERE - LWEDATZLSD - [sewantaifd - claimed the lives of over

5,000 people. Therefore, in order to increase awareness among citizens of the
importantness of being prepared forlarge scale natural disasters and to increase
readiness, the government enacted Disaster Prevetion Day and the Disaster
Countermeasures Basic Act in 1961.

On this day, local governments, companies and schools organize and hold drills to
increase awareness of the threat of disasters and prepare them in the event one should
occur. Some standard drills are ducking under desks to escape faling objects and
evacuating buildings. In addition, the government recommends that its citizens prepare
the following items to increase readiness in the event of natural disaster:

Government List of Recommended Items
(not in order of importance)

Water, food stuffs, seal, cash, first-aid kit, flash light, lighter, can opener, candles, knife,
clothing, bag, instant ramen, blanket, FM radio, helmet, batteries.

Online earthquake kits are available and range from ¥5,000 - ¥21,000. They include
many of the items listed above, excluding personal items such as a seal, etc. However,
recent surveys point out that many people are not adequately prepared for a large-scale
natural disaster, particularly single individuals. This has profound implications, as
according to government researchers speaking in August, "the number of major
earthquakes in the Tokyo area has increased by 37 perent since 2000, and the Japanese
capital has a 70 percent chance of being hit by a magnitude 7 temblorin the next 30
years." Furthermore, financial estimates on a major earthquake, 7 or higher on the Ricter
scale, surpass 1 trillion dollars.

171 isthe number for NTT's Disaster Messaging Service, in which one can leave or retreive
a message. The message is linked to the caller's home phone number, and this number
plays a role in leaving and retreiving messages.



